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CHAP, L 

7k iboM 8Mt pfltalfto At MidUhg of 

*^ fOMM mora fla i italr, 

md none hare been invre ct m ji ry. 

ITiough its fonner idor it no morc% n huW 

Iffeientf a moft tntm fHcture to die con- 

lemplation of turroondii notionf* 61c«t in ;;c*- 

nerau with a happy foiU ^ith a benign dlrnntc, 

and a variety or choice prodtictionft it m some 

meamre de«erved to be the mi«tre«« oi' 'he 

worlcL Here the grape ripens in the vicinit v of 

die olive ; and under the mulberry tree where 

the tilk-worm ipinf her precious web, the <>!ie<'i> 

alio yield their fleece to the hand of the i^liearci . 

The fruiu are abundant and delicioui>; aYi.l 

dumgh in fome diftrict* the scorching heaf» 

. deitroy the verdurei and in otheri the ucvmli y ni 

the ftoft nipt the bloctom, the air in i'dr the 

gieateit part ii lalubriouff and the temiKfiatuic 

aiild. 

SOME— I. » J" 



ft Bt>MH. 

In ancient times Italy was known by the c 
ferenl appt41ations of Satnmia, j^notna, H 
peria, and Ausonia, names derived from 
original inhabitants or as situation. Its bour 
aries have been fixed by nature itself; for 
three side;; it is surrounded by tlie sea^ a^d 
the fourth it has the lofty Alps for its barri' 
The Appentnes, a long chain of mountains, r 
througli its whole length, and not only divers 
its features but its climate* Italy is about ni 
hundred miles long, but of very unequal brcadi 
In shape it resembles a man's leg much nic 
nearly than an oak leaf, to irhich die anciei 
compared it* 

Like most other countries, in early times* 
was divided into numerous petty states and kin 
doms* Concerning its aborigines and its p 
mitive state, histonans are mucli divided ; an 
as they all write from conje£i:iire, it is in Vain 
attempt to settle their disputes. The native i 
habitants were probably few, before the Grec 
established several flourishing colonies cin t 
coasts. We read of the Felasgii the Siculi, t 
Arcades, the Rutuli, the Vol£<:i, the Etrusci, t 
Ligiiresi die Sabini^ the Latini, and other i 
tions J but we know very Ikile more respectjj 
the generality of them besides their name- 
may be proper, however, to observe that t 
modem Geneva was inhabited by the JJpnriai 
The Venetians held that part of their late d 
mains, which lies to the east of the Adise. T 
Etruscans and the Umbrians possessed the mi 
dk' districts of the peninsula, now Uie kingdQ 
^f F^mtria and the ecclesiastical state. From li 
Tihu to the frontiers of Naples v?as once t 
touiitrv of the tiabincs, the Latins, and t! 

Voisc 



ROME. ^1 

lUiei ; Cwn^ ^nd C^mp^nh wm WOfW the ter* 
niPTT nf mpk$ ; tlvt Miin\, Ae^ fcinto i i , the 
Apuliim, und ihc Lucatikm, Jfidtd die rest of 

|- Iti«crnsio li* cotstm that the principal of 
JtliOBe nattimv derived d)eir drigm from the 
rOtef^kst hm nvo nnlfp the Etraicant and ^ 
l^tm^f arc nu-ntioned with nnf patticuhu' dis- 
tlpctionf nr df-s^r/c to have: tWir tmifadions re- 
rr)rd4*d* Odier p<?oplc occasiooaBf appear on 
the rta^e on acgoi mt of their cooteits with the 
^^^^l^/^gfiK powi^r tliL^v ftEially submit- 
ie4tVM9ted«wuienil7<ifdw celebrity they de- 
tiWd fiom iii»cireiinutano0^ diey ate unworthy 
indiisplaciii 
ftmeaaataf of tlieEtnMci, if not die 
im jmaMf ivat eirednly diefim civilised and 
belt comnttd of my in Italy. It extended 
along the coast (torn the Alps to the straits of 
fiicilry and was divided into small districts, each 
of wtiich had its kinfi^. These petty sovereigns 
sometinMs contended with each other, and some- 
times imited then* arms against the coinmon 
enemy. Each state appointed a lictor to be the 
leader of its army ; and hence from the number 
of Hctoriy the force of the allied powers could ge- 
nerally be estimated. From the Etniscan; 
it was that the Romans borrowed their ccremo 
niesy their sacrificesi and their augury ; and sue 
was the veneration paid to Etruna by this gre. 
nationf diat before the conquest of Greece, tJ 
Robmh youth used to be sent there to recei 
dieir education. No European country indc 
seems to have made such an early and so gr 
a praAeiency in the arts and sciences as £tru 
mne precious remains of its works, still 
B 2 sc 
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served in the cabinets of the curious, are refen^d 
tQ as standards in elegance and taste. The Etnis* 
can language differ**d both (mm the Greek and 
the Roman. Some inscriptions in it are still e^f 
tant on die beaut ifnl vases of that country, which 
have escaped the ravages of so many ages. 

But it M-as not only m the mild aits of peace* 
but also in the fierce combat of war, that the 
Etruscans were distinguished. They made many 
a bold and resoUite stand against the rising powef 
of Rome ; and it was not till sifter tlie eifusion 
of much blood, that they bowed their necks to 
that yoke, which almoet all the nations on earth 
were in succession doomed to bear. 

The Latins, or the inhabitants of Latiunn, m 
being more immediately the ancestors of the Ro* 
mans, require to have their history somewhat 
detailed. Yet sucli is the intermixture of fable 
with truth in all that regards their early trans* 
anions, that we cannot pretend in all cases to 
separate the one fmm the other. 

Before the arrival of .^Jieas in Italy we read 
of only three kings reigning in Latium^ w^hose 
names were Pic us, Faunus, and Latin us. Pic us, 
on the poetic authority of Virgil, who no doubt 
meant to flatter the Romans by his fiction, waii i 
the son of Saturn, as Faunus, mth more proba^J 
bility, was the son of Picus- ^ 

In the reign of Faunus a colony of Arcadianfi^^ 
under the command of Evander, landed in a 
port of Latiujn, and being permitted to occupy 
a small uncultivated hill near the Tiberj buiU 
there a city called Pallanteum. 

Latinus succeeded his father Faunus. This 
prince is celebrated in history, not so much for 
his wisdom or prowess as for the memorable' in* 

cident 



eUent nf the arrival of JBaimk in Latium, with 
thr tofii[>.inio;is of liis autfintosiaSf which hap»> 
pcnrd while he tilled the diroiia 

At thifi conjuncture Latbuiwas engaged in a 
war witli the Rutul j, vLiid hnmediatel)r on receiv- 
ing intelligence of the itrangen having landed 
in hk dominions marched towards them, ex- 
pecting to Cmd tm undUcipGiiod banditti. But 
chc pious j^neas, who liai been immortalised 
by the pdnce o£ Latin po^ though command- 
in^ a body of hardy and ezperilBnced veterans* 
held aut the olive of peace. JLatinns listened to 
his tnei^tnclicily tale, and pityioff the misfortunes 
jfg^ Tn^y.m tnWs, assimeatbem a portion 
mmid$ oneondilQm of tbeir joiouig him against 
tbt BttiilL JEneai eagerlj embraced the offer* 
Mrftraaed soch enential service in the 
' of the LadnSf that this monarch be- 
on him his onlv daughter* Lavinia, in 
marriage, with the right of succession to the 
crown* 

In order to testify his gratitude to Latuius, 
and his affedion for Lavinia* ^neas gave her 
name to the camp he had pitched, and called it 
Lavinium. The Trojans following tlie example 
of their leader, intermarried, and formed alli- 
ances with the Latin families ; and thus in a short 
time they became one and the same people. 

Mean while Faunas* who under the auspices 
of his mother had made public pretensions to 
the hand of Lavinia* before the arrival of the 
IVojans* seeing himself defeated in his views 
both of a wife and a throne* and following the 
impulse of jealousy and resentment, went over 
to the Rutuli, and relcindled tlie embers of a war 
that had almost been extinguished. A battle soon 
B 3 took 
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took place, Id which both lie and Latinus mi^6 
their fate. 

By the denth nf his fUther-in-law ai\d the na* 
moval of hist rival Faunu*, tlxc quiet poG^eii&ioii 
of tlie kingdom of Latium tell to jEneas, and 
diuui^ three years of peace he swayed the &cep^ 
tre with equal wisdom :ind impartialit)'. 

In this space of time he employed himself ia 
consolidating the two different nations whci 
owB^d his authority ; and, in order to civilise 
and refine tJaeir manners, he establislied the 
Greek games and festivals, the rites and worsJiip 
of Vesta, die veneration of the Lares, and the 
belief in a palladium* Thus blending the tanc* 
tions of religion with the policy of civil govem- 
mentt he confirmed his poweri and at the smin«ij 
time secured the happiness of his subjects* I 

Hk repose however was not of long duration. 
The Rutuli, the ancient enemies of Latium, en- 
tering into an alliance iM^ith Mezeniius king of 
the Tyrrheniansj look die field with a design of 
expelling the Trojans, whose prosperity begaa 
to ex-cice their jealousy, ^neas m;irched agamst 
tlicm ; and, in an engagement nejir the banks o€ 
the Numicus, being hardly pressed by the cne* 
my, he %^s imfortunaicly precipitated into that 
river and drowned. 

The Trojans had the artifice to conceal hid 
body, and spread a reportj to which the credu- 
lous superstition of his people readily listened^ 
tlvat he Iiad disappeared in the heat of the action» 
and was translated to heaven. Accordingly a 
temple was erected to Jiis honour ; and he was 
worshipped under the title of Jupiter Indiges* 

On iho death of .^neas, his son Ascanius^ lu* 
Ins, or Julius, who was bom to hira by Creusa 

before 
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the full of Troy, a^tisumed tie mna of go- 
ftmmcnt ; anJ, ivith remarkable piudciic^ for a 
young TtiHTt, ^<:t<?<J on the detcniiv* against his 
Ibet, lill he found ;i tkvourahle opportunity of 
Attack* Mi.H nieiL^ureM wer^ ^d well eotteerted»' 
that the mafn hody of tlif enemy was entirely 
ddemledT ^ind ih^ heroic Lhukus, ihcr K<m nf Me- 
soitiiii, u^ft blaiu til Uie pursuit. HU fuUiLT was 
so alHktcJ and di^hcanened by this \o%^^ that he 
Lfi3nu*dbtc^ly muihI for pc?iicc» wbicli w^u: granted 
him, upon ccmduum th^a in future ilic Tiber 
sboitid be the boundary between tlie Latin and 
Etrumn rertitorics. 

Meanwhile Lavuiia^, the motlier^in-luw of the 
reigllitig prince, finding lierst'lf prcjpnant, and 
frarrng snmc violenee on the part of A^caniuify 
fl<*d Tfj \\\v rovi-rt tiC ;i fnr*%f» uhrn^ ^ht WaS 

pwcertili delifvml of a mOi iHiom she named 
Zneas after his ftither, and Sylvius from the 
place of his birth* The king» however, finding 
chat the disappearance of Lavinia excited suspi- 
cions injurious to his reputation, ordered tlie 
strictest search to be made after her retreat ; and 
having discovered both her and her son, treated 
them with the kindest attention* 

Lavinium, which had been founded by his la- 
ther, daily increased in extent and population; 
but as it was in reality the patrimony of Lavi- 
niat and the inheritance of her infant son, Asca- 
niuSf with a noble sense of equity, resolved to 
TCStffn it to the lawful heirs, and to build a ( ity 
fbrSimself* Accordingly he founded Alba i.nn- 
Af and made it the capital of his new soveiei^nuy. 
Here he di4Ml after a reign of about thirty-cirln 

ff«» twelve of wliich were s])ent at Aiha. lie 
but one son, named after hini, lulus ; so Uiat 

between. - 
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between him and Sylvius lay the tight of sue 
cession to the Latin throne. 

The inhahicaiits of Latiura seemg their littl< 
kingdom on the eve of heing distumed and di 
vided by the comendmg claims of the imcle aiw 
the tiephcw, united Alba and Lavinium under on* 
sovereignty, which they conferred on Sylvius tb 
son of Lavinia and daughter of Latinus, in pre 
ference to In Ins who was the offspring of : 
stranger, They however bestowed the sovcrrigi 
pontiiicatc on the latter, a power which hence 
forth continued in his family ; and thus rccon 
ciled iJie discordant interests of the two C" 
petitors, 

A saccetsion of thirteen kings of the line 
Sylvius swayed the sceptre of Latium at the ciEj 
of Albar for nearly four hundred years j but wt 
sea IT el y know any thing of their histories, excepi 
their names and the duration of their reigns, II 
%TOiUd be tedious and uninteresting to recite sucl] 
a dry catalogue ; sulHce it to 5ay» that at lasl 
Frocast the son of Aventinus and father of Nu^ 
mi tor and Amulius, after a reign of twenty- 
three years ^ bequeathed the throne to his eld^ 
son Numitor* 

Amulius, howeveTf Iniinitely surpassing hi 
brother in courage and a spirit of enterpriji 
II snipped the government j and, in order to sccaf 
liis ill-gotten power by means still more nela 
ous, murdered hts nephew^ jEgestus, and th 
compelled Rhea Sylvia, liis brodier's o' 
daughterj to dedicate herself to Vestaj by W'h 
on pain of death, she was doomed to perpe 
virginity. 

Thus having removed, as he imaeinec? 
apprehensious of seeing a claimant to me t) 
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jm the descendants of Kuraitor, he 
jn the en|oyTncnt of his usurpation^ 
4 been effected and established by such 
id unnauiml poljcy. The events how- 
iVustratcd all his hopes, and disconcerted 
Avs plans* 
/Rhea Sylvia in a solitary walk to a nelgh- 
ifourin^ grove in order to fetch water, was met 
and violated by a man whom, in palliation of 
her offence, she averred to be Mars, the go J of 
\var> Whoever tliis lover of hers might have 
been, whether some person who deceived lier by 
assuming so great a name, or Amulius him- 
self, as stime writers aflfirm, it is impossible to 
determine ; certain it is, that in due time she 
was delivered of twin boys, who were no sooner 
bom, than devoted by die usurjier to destruc- 
tion. The mother was condemned to be buried 
alive, the usual punishment for vestals who had 
offended against chastity; but on the interces- 
sion of A mho, the da^ighter of Amulius, this 
sentence was changed to perpetual imprison- 
ment* Her two iniants, however, w^re ordered 
to be thrown into the Tiber, after being inclosed 
in one cradle* The cradle floating down the 
stream, was borne to the foot of the Av en tine 
mount, and ther<; stranded- In this situation, 
therefore, they continued without harm ; and, 
that no part of their preservation might want 
its wonders, we are told, that they were for some 
time suckled by a wolf, until Faustuhis, the 
king's herdsmanj finding them thus exposed, and 
recognising who they were, brought them home 
Jt> Acca X-aurentia, his wife, who nursed them 
I u her own* Some, however, will have it that 
I ^ nurse's n^ne was Lupa, which gave rh^ to 



tlie ^tory of tlicir bein? notinshed by a « 
but where fiction so evidently pre^^ails, k is 
less to attempt to balance probabilities. 

Romulus and Remus, tlie twins thus stran 
presei-ved, .seem early to have discovered £ 
ties and desires above tlie meanness of their 
posed original- The shepherd's life begai 
displciise ihcjn ; and, from tending flock 
hunting wild beasts^ tliey soon turned their ^ 
against the robbers who infested the cotar 
whom they often stripped of thetr plunder, 
shared it among their fellow-shepherds* 

In one of these predatory escursions. Re 
was taken prisoner by Ntimitor's herdsmen, 
brought hira l>efore the king, and accused 
of tJie crime ia hich he had so often attem; 
to suppress. Romulus, however, being infor. 
by Faustnlus of his real birth, was not remir 
assembling a number of his fellow-shepherd 
order to rescue hts brother from prison, 
force tJie sceptre from tJie hands of the usoi 
Yet, being too feeble to act openly, he dire^ 
Ins followers to assemble near the place by 
ferent ways, and, as a distinguishing ensigi 
carry handfuls of hay (manipult) tied to 1 
poles. Meanwhile Remus with equal vigils 

fained upon the citizens within. Amulius, t 
eset on all sides, and not knowing what e: 
dient to adopt for his security, was, durinf 
amazement and distraction, taken and s 
while Numitor, who had been deposed fort^ 
years, recognised his grandsons, and was 
more restored to the tnrone. 

Numitor being thus secured in the quie 
session of the kingdom, his grandsons ref 
to build a city upon those hiUs where the 



Cted citT, and preparvd Vj» r:*;^^ *•- r^rr^.-cy^ 
Km tenlcrsv were several iwr^l^ > vi-.cr. ic- 
. cbeir lineage from t;i'; Troi^ck; ; ^:^% ;. v.-- 
D carry on die dc>l;;n v/itr. .Tir;nfei^^--J. •...'.••, 
leople were divided \icj» v/r, p-^r.-i ; ^^-l.- '.-e 
bf it was siipp'/'Mrdf wotil'i i.v-*i:'.rv,..v 
ate the other, but what v.'a% t>:'n;rrjt : 4.: 
Ivantage, proved nearl/ faal to v..i *:::.«;>: 
ly ; it gave birth to two fiiu::ivf:>, v^ ;..■-- 
ig Romulusy the (y'.her Kctriu^s V'i-'' •-v.v.- 
s difTered alxmt tlfr ^p^A w:jtrr<^ Ou« 1 / 
Id stand. To terminate tiih d;S;;<i V:« *.: . / 

advised by the king iff luk^ k.\ f.iiit^. :.- ,;.j 
light of bird%; and that I«r wI-if.'M: i.:r..-r'i 
eu most favourable, tho'^id i:i ili r«>;^:'.'"i 

paramount authority. In c'^rr.pii:;tr^« /• v. 
suggestion, they Unh tr^^lc tiivrr ?.-l;^\^- . 

uitferent hill v. To Reri-i^ ;ip,:>:i.:''j * ; 
ires; to Romulus fA-io; •;..o. ri-rrr.V;- : // 
each party thoui^Kt itv.!: vki.'/ri.i>; ? 



and left sole commander^ began the foundati 

of a city that was one day to rive laws to t 

world. It was called Rome, after i 

A M. name of the founder, and built upon t 

Ci'ise. Palatine hill, on which he had taken 1 

^ Q successful omen. The city was at fi 

748.' almost square, and about a mile 

compass, containing about a thousa 

houses, or rather huts. Even the palace of E 

mulus was built of reeds, and thatched wi 

straw; and his government extended over 

small territory of about eight miles. Howevi 

small as it appears, it was, notwithstanding, i 

adequately^ peopled ; and the first method ma 

use of to mcrease its inhabitants, was the ope 

ing a sanctuary for all malefactors, slaves, ai 

such as were desirous of novelty. These car 

in great multitudes, and contributed to au 

mcnt the number of the legislator's new subjcc 

To have a just idea therefore of Rome, in 

infant state, we have only to picture a collect i< 

of temporary cottages surrounded by a feeb 

yv'dW of mud, rather filled with a tumultuous ai 

vicious rabble, than with subjects used to ob 

dicnce and control : we have only to concei 

men bred to rapine, living in a place that seemi 

merely calculated for the reception of plunde 

and yet, to our astonishment, we shall find th 

assemblage of huts gradually rising into tl 

most splendid piles of architecture ; this t 

niultuous concourse uniting in the strictest boui 

oi society ; this lawless rabble assuming the mc 

decorous manners, and setting examples to s 

tlic world of valour, virtue, and a regard for r 
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Mm tHe SuUimg R to the Expulsion of 
Tmspm, ii last King. 



SCARCELY waf Rome beccxme habitable, 
* vhm its rode ctdiens began to think of 
minf tome fiorm to their collltit^tion• Their 
mt oijict WHS to unite libeitf with legitimate 
lUlhflrity I to fimn a Und of mixed monarch v» 
in wkUi iSL power whs to be adjuited and di- 
vidod latwieen the prince and the people. Ro- 
aHdhM» b|f «i act of unoommon generosity, or 
tathtt of poUcTf left diem at libmy to choose 
tkirir ktn^ i ana thefy in gratitade, concurred to 
dect their founder, as was probably expected. 
He was accordingly acknowledged as chief of 
their religioni sovereign magistrate of Rome, 
and eeneral of the army. Besides a guard to 
attend his person, it was agreed that he should 
be preceded, wherever he went, by twelve men 
armed i^th axes tied up in a bundle of rods 
or fasces, who were to serve as executioners of 
die law, and to impress his new subjects wiili 
ID idea of subjection. Yet still this authority 
was under very great restrictions, as the whole 
power of the king consisted in calling the senate 
together I in assembling the people ; in conduct- 
lag the army, when it was decreed by the other 
part of Jbt constitution that they should go to 
war I snd in appointing the questors, or trea- 
of the public money $ officers who, at 
c that 
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that time, coM have but veiy little emplojTfnew 
as neither the fiDlJier* iwir magistTMtea receive 
5uiy pay. 

The iienatci which wa^ to act as counsellors t 
the king, was ccimposed of a hundred of tl: 
principal citizens ot Rome, const si in^ oi me 
whose ac^, wisdomt or valour, gave them u ns 
tural inSuence among ilieir fellow-suhjects, IT: 
king named the fim sen:itor, and appointed hii 
to the goveniment of tJie citf, ^s'henever wa 
required the general's absence. In this re spec 
able lissembly was transacted all the im|H>rtai 
business of the state, the king himsell^ presiding 
althougli everjr question was to be determmed li 
a majority of voices. A* tliejr were supposed 1 
liave a paternal aifectiou for the people, the 
were called Fadiers j and tlieir descendants, P: 
tricians* To the Patricians belonged all tJ 
principal offices of tlie stale, as well as of tl" 
pnesthood* To these sittnttions they wcne aj 
pointed by the senate and the people^ while tl 
lower runks of citi'^ens^ ei eluded from all viev 
of promotion for themselvesf were to expect a< 
vaiiitages only from llieir valour in war, or the 
assiduity in ygncukure* 

The Plebeians, who composed the tlnrd pa 
of die le^^islatiire, assumed to themselves tJ 
power of sanctioning those laws which we 
paiised by the king or the senate. All things i 
huive to peace or war, to the election ot m 
j^istraies, and even to the choiisinfr a king, we 
confirmed by their suflnif^es. In their nurt] 
rtm;^ ^i^ksemblies all enterpriser av^ainst the enea 
WLTe propose df while the st-nate had only a r 
^r.iiive Viace. Thns was the state composed 
ilirce c»r derail vs^U Ixit^ded as a check upon t 

rtthf 




cAeri ihc people resolved wbether thepnoposali; 
of the king were agreeable to them ; the senate 
dclibejmied upon the eicpedlency of the measure; 
jmd the king gave auixnation to the whole hj 
directin? the execution But, though the pen- 
pie by these reguhtton* seemed tn possession of 
great power, yet an important circumstiince con- 
tributed greatly to m diminution j nam el y, the 
rights of patronage, whtch w^ere lodged m the 
senate. The king, sensible that in every state 
there mnat be a dependence of the necessitous 
npoij the powerful, gave permission to every 
plebeian to choose one among the senators for a 
patrtm* The bond was very strong, and implied 
a mutuality of obligations : die patron was to 
utvt proieclion to his client, to assiist him wttli 
lib advice and fortune, to plead for him before 
the judge, and to rescue him from every oppres-* 
fiimi. On the other hand, the client attached 
himself to the interests of hie patron ; assisted 
him, if poor, to portion his daughters, to pay 
hi« debts, or his ransom » in case of being taken 
prisoner ; he was to follow him on every service 
of danger ; whenever he stood candidate for 
an office, he was obliged to give him his suf- 
frage ; and w^as prohibited from giving testi- 
mony in a court of justice if his evidence affect- 
ed the welfare of his patron . These reciprocal 
duties were held so sacred, that those who vio- 
iated them were ever after held infamous, and 
excluded from the protection of the laws ; st> 
that from hence we see the senators, in effect, 
wtre possessed of the suffrages of their clients ; 
wnee all that was left the people, was only the 
power of choosing what patron they should 
obey. In a nation, however, ao barbarous and 
C 2 fierce 
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ni^ m of rations on tlie flight 
li and w.. mtrails or beastly to direct the 
isentr aT)d to dire txito fatality. This pious 
iMdf ongmsiting in the first instance from igno- 
nce^ soon became a most osefol machine in 
le hands of government* Romohisy hj an ex- 
rcss bw, commanded» that no election should 
K' rn^dc^ iMTiv rmy enteiprise andertftken» with- 
out first consiilttng the sootiuajrers. With equal 
vfadom he ordamedy that no new diyinities 
fhaaUt be introduced into public worship ; that 
At priesthood should continue for Ufe ; and that 
me dioald be elinble to this office before the 
'Mto(Skf. He forbade diem to mix fable 
^mii die mysteries of their rdimn ; and» that 
diey migfat be ooalified to teach others, he or- 
tew Aattherflioald be die historiographers of 
Ae times. Tliese regolations are so judicious, 
diat they reflect honour on the legislative talents 
of Romulus. It is to be lamented that their 
spirit and essence have not been retained, where 
ever a priesthood was established. 

Of his other laws we have but few fragment 
remaining. From these however we learn, th, 
vives were forbidden, upon any pretext wlii' 



Vfftall taken at 6nt from Etruria, where their art was In g 
Mptte; but afterwardi the ienat<: ordered twelve of the 
w the chief men in Rome to be sent into that country 
lanitbere the ritei and ceremonies of the Etruscan rcli 
^vUch thii icience was the chief part The business c 
•Wpioi vat to loolc upon the lacred yictims, and by 
'Bmilfl the lucceii of any enterprise. They took th' 
l^ryitions from the yictinas before they were cut up 
*«fr entrails affer they «erc cut up j froti the flame th 
J^wie while they were burning ; and lastly, from th« 
*% fiaokiaccnse, wine, or water, used in the sacrifi 
C 3 i 
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soever, to separate from their husuo..^ 

on the contrary, the husband was empowei 

repudiate the wife, and even to put her to c 

^vith the consent of her relations, in case sh 

detected in aduhery, in attempting to p 

him, in making false keys, or even of h 

drunk too much wine. His laws relati^ 

children and their parents were yet still 

severe ; the father had an entire power ov 

j oflFspring, both of fortune and life ; he coul 

them or imprison them at any period of 

! lives, or in any stations to which they we 

1 rived. The fath^ might also expose his chil 

I if bom with any deformities, having previ 

^ ! communicated his intentions to his five n< 

kindred* Our lawgiver seemed more hu 

even to his enemies ; for his subjects were 

hibited from killing them after they had 

rendered, or even From selling them : his 

bition only aimed at diminishing the numl 

his foes by converting them into friends. 

After having exerted himself to increa^ 
subjects, and to regulate them by laws, he 
gave orders to ascertain their numbers, 
whole amounted to but three thousand 
and about as many hundred horsemen, ca 
of bearing arms. These therefore were dr 
equally into three tribes, and to each h 
signed a different part of the city. Ea< 
these tribes again was subdivided into ten c 
or companies, consisting of a hundred men, 
a centurion to command it ; a priest dei 
natcd Curio to perform the sacrifices ; an 
of the principal inhabitants, called Duu 
to di«;iiil>ute justice. According to the n 
of Cuiise he divided tlie lands into tliirtv 



tning one portion for public uses, and ;in- 
far far religious ceremonies. The sinfiplicity 
1 fragality of the times will be best under- 
)d by observing, that a citizen was not al- 
ed above two acres of ground for his own 
sistence. Of tlie horsemen already men- 
led, ten were cliosen from each Curiae : these 
t particularly appointed to surround the pcr- 
of the king in battle ; of them his guard 
i composed ; and from their alacrity in war, 
Tom some other circumstance connected with 
ir establishment, they were called Celeres, a 
rd equivalent to light horsemen in our lan- 

V government thus wisely instituted, it may 
1 be supposed, induced numbers to claim its 
tection; each day indeed added to its strengtii ; 
Ititudes flocked in from all the adjacent towns ; 
I it only seemed to want women to perpetuate 
iuration. In this exigence, Romulus, ])y the 
'ice <»f the s(?narc*, sent Joputies to llie S;i- 
cs, liis neighbours, entreating their alliance, 
1, upon the terms of iniennarriages, ofleriiig 
cement the most strict confederacy with them, 
le Sabincs, who were then considered as the 
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tliroughout all the neighbouring villages, s 
niiide the most magnificent preparations for 
solemnization. The Sabines, as he had expect 
were among the foremost who came to be sp 
tators, bringing their wives and daughters p 
them, to share the pleasures of the sight. 1 
inhabitants also of many of the neighbour 
towns attended, who were received by 
Romans with marks of the most cordial ho 
tality. In tlie mean time the games began; j 
while the strangers were intent upon the s[ 
tacle, a number of the Roman youth ru5he< 
am()ng them with drawn swords, seized 
youngest and most beautiful women, and can 
i them oflF by violence. In vain the parents j 

tested against this breach of hospitality; in \ 
the virgms at first opposed the attempts of t] 
ravishers; perseverance and caresses obtai 
those favours which timidity at first denied ; 
that the betrayers, from being objects of a^ 
sion, soon became the partners of their dea 
affections. 

But though the ladies in general were soon 
conciled to their resolute lovers, their pap 
highly resented the affront. The citizens 
Cecina, Antenna?, and Crustuminum, were 
£ rst who resolved to revenge the common c» 
which the Sabines seemed too dilatory in ] 
suing. These, by making separate inroads, 
came a more easy conquest to Romulus, ^ 
first overthrew the Cecinenses, slew their V 
Acnm in single combat, and made an offei 
<>t the royal spoils to Jupiter Feretrius, on 
i;inio spot where the capitol was afterws 
I)' lilt. The Antemnates and Crustumini 
J. I- d tli^j yimc fiUe; tlicir armies were o^ 

thro 
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tbfoviip and tJicir cities ttiMb Hit conqueror, 
hemtufwrf m^dc a veiy flMnifid vm of his tic* 
tmj I {m, Ixii^ixd tjf dtmofiag the natives or 
that tcpwrnp he only plfoid fiontier colonies of 
MmamoM io them, m n^ms movt diiUnt in- 
vasoiiJi, 

Tjtias, king of Om% a Sabini citf f was the 
kot ahJiongh the most ftrmklabli^ i^ nnder- 
tMxk m Jtvtngc die di^gtaot Ui oouciy bad suf* 
feitid. He entered the RonOHHi Wtitories at the 
had of twenty-Eve; tliowand wma { and added 
matagem to a uapertotkf in fimes. Tarpcia» 
dm^Mer to the commander of the Capitoline 
h31t happened tc> foil iaio Ids hands, as she 
; wiuic^ut the w^illx df the cttf to fietdb water. 



V§tm b«r he prevailed, hj ht^ promises, to 
'die g^tes to Ui aiBiT. The i 



of die g^tes to Ui aimf • The re- 

Innds be cnga^ tor wsii^ wiiat the soldiers wore 
M thetr umm by whtch she meant their brace- 
fetfp They I however, either mistaking her Tncan- 
hg. Of detrating her pcr6dy, threw their bud- 
Im upon her at they entered, and crushed her 
ta death* The Sabine^, being thus jpoMe&scd of 
ibe Capitoline, had the advantage of continuing 
the vrar at their pleasuie, and for some time only 
■light enccmnteri passed between them and the 
Romaiu, The tedtoasness of this contest, how- 
ever, began to exhaust both parties ; so tl)at 
etch wis&d, but neither would stoop to sue for 
fNCi^ A desire of peace often prompts the 
aw»ft vigorous eiettion* in war : both sides re- 
loiTinf' to terminate their differences by a deci- 
flfiiction, a general engagement ensued, which 
WitTCiiewed ftr several days, with almost equal 
Both armies crmtended for all that wa<; 
I m life, and neither could think of stilv 

mitting. 



mitting. In the valley between the Cap 
and Quirinal hills, the last engagemen 
fought between the Romans and the S: 
The battle was become general, and the s 
ter prodigious, when the attention of botl 
was suddenly turned from the scene of 
before them, to another infinitely more ii 
ing to humanity. The Sabine women, wj 
been carried off by the Romans, were see 
their hair loose and their ornaments neg 
interposing between the combatants, reg: 
of their own danger, and only solicitous f 
of their parents, their husbands, and 
children. " If (cried they) you are re 
** upon slaughter, turn your arms upon us 
** we only are the cause of your animosit 
" any must die, let it be iis ; since, if our j 
" or our husbands fall, we must in eith< 
" be miserable in surviving them." A sp 
so moving was irresistible: both sides, 
while, as if by mutual impulse, let fal! 
weapons, and beheld the distress in silent ; 
menu The teai*s and entreaties of theii 
and daughters at length prevailed : an s 
niodation ensued, by which it was agree* 
Romulus and Taiius sliould reign joii 
Rome, witli equal power and prerogative 
an hundred Sabines should be admitted h 
senate ; that the city should still retain its 
name, but that the citizens should be 
Quirites, a name till then peculiar to t 
bines ; and that both nations being thus 
such of the Sabines as were inclined, sho 
admitted to enjoy all the privileges of d( 
in Rome. Thus every successive storm 
soenied to tjireaten this growing empire. 



as 

jf Increase its rigour, Thfe ioldters of that 

""which in the mommg hid fesolved upon 

ki destruction, cione in ilie eveninff with jojr. 



to be enixiOed anionp; the nuidber of its citizens. 
Ramulus saw liis dninintoitt and his subjects 

reas^ hy moft^ thun half» in the space of a 

r boors ; and, as if fortune meant every way 
10 :^£ist his ambition, Tatlus^t lus partner in 
ihegovCTumentj was killed about fire years after 
by the La%"ini;uas, b revenge for having pro- 
tected some of his depende!itB> ivho had {Hun- 
dcred them and sliiin their a mb awad o rs ; so that 
by this accident Romulus once more saw him- 
self sole monarch in the empire he had founded. 

Rome be tug greatly strengthened by this new 
afcesv'on of power, began to grow formidable 
to her neighbours ; and it maf be simposed, that 
pweTis for war were not wanting^ when prompt- 
ed by jealoiisy on one side, and by ambition on 
the other, ridenss and Cameria, two neigh- 
boaring dties, were subdued and taken. Veii 
also, one of the most powerful states of Etruria, 
diartd nearly the same fate ; after two fierce en- 
gagements uey sued for peace and a league, 
which was granted on condition of giving up 
leren small towns on the Tiber, their salt-pits 
near that riyer, and a sufficient number of host- 
ages. 

Elevated by success, the conqueror enlarged 
his views. From being contented with those 
Umits which had been wisely assigned to his 
power, he began to afiect absolute sway, and 

* Dunag the co-retgo of Tatius, the tfquestran order, or 
IbUi— ihiff fink between the pttiiciaot and the plebeians, ap- 
ftm It hifc been iosatutcd. 

to 
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to control those laws to which he had formerly 
professed implicit obedience. The senate par* 
licularly resented his arrogant conduct, as they 
found tliemseWes used onlf as Jnstniments to ta* 
tify the rigour of his mandates. We ^ve not toUi 
however* the precise manner which thej efft* 
ployed to emancipate themselves from the 
tyrant ; some say Uiat he was torn in pieces in the 
senate-house s otherSi that he disappeared while 
revievving his army: certatin it is, that, ironi the 
secrecy tS the fact, and the concealmetit of the 
hody» they took occasion to persuade the mvi^ 
titudcj that he w^ts taken up into heaven : thuf^ 
the man whom they could not bear as a king, for 
political reasonst diey were contented to wcd^^^ 
as a God. ^M 

Romulus reigned thirty-seven years, and afw* 
his death had a temple dedicated to him, under 
the name of Quirinus ; Proclus, one of the se» 
nators, solemnly a^rmlng, that he had re-^p» 
peared to him^ and desired to be invoked by that 
title- 
In the chatacter of this prince we find an as- 
semblage of great and base qualities. He was 
temperate, brave, and politic ; but irascible^ 
proud, and cunning. The latter quality indeed 
probably enabled him to accomplish such great 
designs; to profit by the prejudices and psir* 
tialities of his adherents; and to turn even the 
errors of his enemies to his own advantac^* la 
a word, he seems to have heen admirably fitted 
for the important part he performed ; and whik 
wc contemplate the mighty fabric of empire, 
whose foundation he laid, it h impossible no£ to 
regard him with some degree of enthusiasm^ 

At 
i 



I 
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■iod Rome had become ^ j^ ^ 
i her forces now am^unt^ i^^l' 
I liirty-%tjf thoiisiitul foot «nd a thfiu-^ 
hor^. As Romulus left no heir, It wnn 
iilt to unite so great a concourse of Uiffcrcuf. 
m in obedience to one govcmor ; In tUtCp 
ity seemed greiitly divided in the rhoice of 
MiOr« Tht' Sabines were anxiousi En h;ivt» 
Hraoscn iVom their bodyi but the Roman!* 
I IK)t consent to advance a stran^r to tl;e 
e* In this perplexity the senators* under* 
to supply tlic phice of a kmgt by taking 
nvcmmcnt, each of them in turn, for fivf 
; and during that time, enjoymg all the 
in and all the privfleges of royalty. I^hi's 
egnuni continued a whole year, when ilie 
ans, who iaw that this method of trans* 
g power was only multiplying their mas- 
naisted upon altering that mooe of gov em- 
allowing the senate the power, eitlier of 
lating a king, or electing annual magts- 
from among their number* The senate 
thus driven to an electron, for some time 
3d tipon the proper form, till at length, it 
jreed, that the party which elected, should 
late from the body of the other, so that the 
ing would liave equal attachments to both ; 
one as his countrymen, to the other as his 
nu In consequence of this determination 
okc being left to the Roman part of ihe 
t they pitched ttpon Numa Pompilius, a 
* t and dielr nomination, which the event 
J to be most judicious, w^as received with 
^ approbation by the rest of the senate 
^e people, 

na FompiUuSi who was now about forty, 
^ had 
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!i:id long been lUustrtous for piety, ju^ce, m 
deraticmi iiitd an exemplary life* He was skill 
in all the learning and philosophy of t!ie Sabinj 
and lived at Cures, contented wtth a pnvi 
fortune, and unambitious of public honou 
though the son-in-law of king Tatius. It y^ 
not, thei-efore, witJiout reluctance that he j 
cepted the dignity which was conferred up 
him; be for some time, indeed, obstinately ) 
fused it i but, at length, at tbe request of 1 
father, and the persuasions of the ambassadt 
wlio were sent to him fn^m Rome, he consent 
to accept the delegated power. His accei 
ance produced such joy, that the people seena 
not so much to receive a king as a kingdoi 
and they certainly did not over-rate the mei 
of their choice. No moniirch could be mt 
proper for them than Numaj at a conjuncti 
when the government was composed of varic 
petty stales lately subdued, and but ill unit 
among themselves ; they wanted a master w 
could, by his institutions and his precepts^ sofi 
their fierce dispositions, and by his example 
spire them with a love of religion and virti 
Under Nnma, therefore, the people soon becai 
more submissive and social ; but what gave thi 
still greater force, if considered in the light 
conquerors, was the spirit of religion, which 
iniplanted among them. This continued 
operate dirough a long succession of ages ; 
what could resist the greatest valour, when i 
pelled by the most profound superstition ? 

In the reign of Numa, it is with sincere pi 
sure we have to contemplate only the pacific 
tucs, which are always most honourable 
kingy and most beneficial to his people. 



' nf thh good man was spent in in- 

i iuHjcjctJf Willi u Ipve of pietjTi iiiiJ u 
J for iKc G<jds. He UuUt many new 

[t#i» he instimifrf ihmt i and the «^nctity of 
f gave him cTedll siiflficient tcj pt*rs«jidi5 Im 

>let th;ir he !i;id it py.rticulur correispoiidenc© 
jtie god Jess Egen;i» By her pretended ud- 
kbp buiktht^ t4imple of Janus % which wa* 
W JfcliiU in time of peace, ai)d iipt*n in tv,ir i 
Mbbed veital virgin!^, who hiid very great 
nma aUowtd tht^m* such ^i^^ that of being 
iSm by the fasces or enftignw of royal power, 
t'rfpsirdontng niiilefiictor^t io ciise of an ae-p 
enliil meeting ; he institute J pontiiTi, and en- 
bii hrm^ieU" amonc thtf number; he founded 
orders of the Siiliun und Fecial prleHtliood, 
^Onetcj prCKervctlie wjuTcd shields culled An- 
E which he pretended had dropped down 
Rl heaven t imd which > while remaining id 
ifne# the city, as it was saidj could never be 
en ; the other to judge of the equity of war, 
( to prochiim it with great ceremony. 
For th e eneonni gc^m ent of agri c u 1 1 u re i he d i- 
kd tho»e land^i wliieh Homuhtti hnd g}>ioril 
wan amonj* the lower orders of the people; 

|c»ftened rlie rigfnn' of tlie htwsj which hh 
HleteHsor had in?itrtnted with rfgiird to parents 
I cluldtent making it unlawful for a fatlicr lo 
1 hi^ soil aft* I m.ini.ige, htriiu^e lie tlinught 
cmjttstt that a woman who had married a free- 
m» should be constrained to live with a slave : 

regulated the kalendar, and alsolishcd the 

^ JiMii wai repreientcd with two facei looking diffej^*^ 

aMtblenuitic of that ptudent foresight «od ttuoff 
ilmiM precede the enterpniei of war. • 4 

V 2 disttw 
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aisilnction between Romans and Sabines, by 
dividlnt; die people according to theu* several oc- 
cup.aioiis, and blending them into one mass. By 
tlicsc niciins both nations were brought to a per- 
fect union. Thus having arrived at the age of 
eiglity-threc years, and having reigned torty- 
three in profound peace, and the exercise of the 
. ^ best and mildest virtues, he died, orde^ 

663. "^g ^^s body to be buried in a stone coflin, 
contrary to the custom of the times, and 
his books of ceremonies, which consisted of 
twelve in Latin and as many in Greek, to be 
buried by his side, in another. These were 
taken up about four hundred years after ; and 
l)eciuise it was thought impious to communicate 
the mysteries they contiiined to the public, they 
were burnt by order of che senate. 

In \s liatever light we regard the character of 
Nunia, lie is entitled to unqualified praise, though 
Ills actions ailord little scope for the historian, 
and Ji.sj)lay nothing to da///le and confound the 
unreHoctlng multitude. But if it be the duty of 
a klm; lo promote the happiness of his subjects 
]>y jMosiTvlng them in peace, and the enjoyment 
of iViciii^m, Numa deserves the highest paneg}*- 
1 lo ; niui In our estimation will ever be the purest 
Tuoilol l(»i Imitation that antiquity produced. 
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Jmadf against the Sabines, was every 
his predecessor, being entirely de- 
ir, and more fond of enterprise tlian 
ninder of the empire had been ; so 
; glad of any pretext for leading his 
,e field. 

)ans were the first people who gave 
portunity of indulging his favourite 
;• Two neighbouring states, both 
var, and both in some measure sub- 
>lunder, can never be at a loss to co- 
olence of a first aggression. A few 
?pherds had, it seems, conmiitted an 
m the territories of Alba ; a number 
shepherds had made reprisals upon 
bassadors were sent from each state, 
ig of the injury ; no redress was given, 
nal war was declared on both sides, 
her however would bear the blame of 
>v()kcJ. I'here were indeed many rea- 
iking these two states unwilling tocome 
1 rupture ; they were descenaed from 
)rigiiv.il, and the ties of consanguinity 
nany of them united. There were also 
libouring states, enemies to both, that 
It an opportimlty of falling upon tlieni. 
Iiese dispositions, and after some de- 
Roman and Alban forces at lengtli 
It five miles from Rome, prepared to 
c fate of their respective kingdoms ; 
t every battle in these barbarous tin 
ive. The two armies were for soj 
.'n ou^ in anay, awaiting the signal 
th imj)atient to remove the drea< 
ivhich kept tliem from death or vict< 
icxpected proposal from the Alban 
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neral suspended the onset ; for steppinj 
twecn both annics» he offered the Re 
choice of deciding the dispute by single < 
adding, that the side, whose champ 
overcome, should submit to the conquc 
proposal like this suited the impetuous tc 
the Roman king, and was embraced \ 
by his subjects, each of wliom hoped, tl 
self should be chosen to fight the caus 
country. Many valiant men offered the 
but could not be accepted to the excl 
others, till, at last, chance suggested a 
There were at that time three twin brc 
each army^ those of the Romans wer 
Horatii, and the Albans Curiatii, all 
able for their courage, strength, and acti 
them it was resolved to commit tlie i 
ment of the combat. When the prcvio 
mony of oaths and protestations, bind 
army of the vanquished party to submit 
€)f the victorious, was over, the combatai 
led forth, amidst the encouragcmci 
prayers, and the shouts of their ( 
They were reminded of their former a 
mcnts ; they were admonished, that their 
their countrymen, and even the Godj 
spectators of their prowess. When tlic 
however, expected to see them rush to tl 
hat, lliey dropped their arms, and er 
«Mch oilier wiili all the marks of the moM 
Iriendship ; hut, at length, warmed v 
importance of t lie cause, the clianipions ei 
and each, totally regardless of liis own 
sought only the destruction of his op 
The spectators, in horrid silence, trem 
• very blow, and burned to share the dan 
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iriiich had hidiato beea 
— to dedare anxoit the Ro« 



t.«Qnitiniatum they hA3d two of their 
Ijrbff dead! upco the plam, and the 
atiiy oemg all woundedf slowlj en« 
J to panne the funrivorf who teemed 
■■lit t9 ebde their f. The Alban army, 
liC to suppress thei lOTf raised a loud accla- 
joi, wbne the Ron inwardly cursed the 
nmKoe of him wh i saw in circum- 
I0M of such hasenei Soon, however, they 
m to alter their senpments, when they per- 
md that his flight was only pretended, in 
m to separate his antagonists, whom he was 
Ue to (^ipose mated i Tor quickly after stop- 
f his course, and turninff upon the nearest 
ner, he laid him dead at ms feet: the. second 
her, advancing to assist him who was fallen, 
I shared the same fate : and now there re- 
aed but the last Curiatius to conquer, who, 
pied and disabled with his many wounds, 
rly came up to offer an easy victoiy. He 
lulled, almost unresisting, while the con- 
ror exulting, offered him as a victim to tlie 
rriority of me Romans, whom now the Alban 
y consented to obey. 

tich an atchievement, attended too wit;h such 
al effects, deserved every honour Rome 
d bestow ; but, to the disgrace of the con- 
lor, the hand which in the morning was 
led to save his country, was before night 
rued in the blood of a sister. Returning 
IHdiant from the field, it raised his indigna* 
to behold her bathed in tears, and lament- 
the loss of her lover, one of the Curiatii, to 
m she was betrothed ; but, upon seeing the 

vest 
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vest wWch she had made for her lover amo: 
the number of his spoils, and hearing her r 
braidings, he was transported with passion, a 
slew her in a rage. This action CTeatly displeas 
the senate, and drew on hims^f the condemi 
tion of the magistrates ; but he was pardor 
by making his appeal to the people, though 
laurels were for ever tarnished. 

Matters being in this posture, Hostilius 
solved to avjul himself of the late victory, 
confirming the submission of Alba, and takj 
the proper steps to quell the insolence of the 
habitants of Fiden« and Veii, who had \h 
making preparations to shake off their subjecti 
His designs were crowned with success in l> 
undertakings. A victory over the Veii restr^ 
their attempts for some time ; and as to 
Fidenates, having convicted Metius Suffeti 
their general, of treason, he caused him to 
torn to pieces by horses. Finally, to prev 
future revolts, he utterly demolished the citj 
Alba, and transplanted its inhabitants to Roi 
many of whom he admitted into the senate. 

Without pausing, he next turned his ai 
against the Sabines, over whom he gained a ! 
nal victory by means of his cavalry, which 
enemy were incapable of withstanding. T 
every new war, which depopulates other sta 
seemed but to add strength and numbers to I 
of Rome, No sooner was tlie war with the 
bines over, than the king commenced a new 
with the Latins, which nevertheless was mana 
but slowly on both sides, no battle being fou] 
nor any town taken except Medallia, which 
formerly been obliged to accept a Roman cok 
and was now permitted to be plundered, as 



tVtiga of thirty-two years, some say 
ngp together with his whole family ; 
14 more probability, by assassination ; 
he- fire which consumed his palace was 
conceal the crime, 
short interregnum, Ancus Mar- ^^ q 
pwidson of Numa, was elected 534. 
le people, and the choice was 
I confirmed by tlie senate. As this 
^as a lineal descendant from Numa, he 
make him the great and deserved object 
ation. Indeed ne was by nature incapa- 
:ing any considerable figure in personal 
8 he took his name of Ancus, from the 
ss of one of his arms, which he was 
of extending : however, he made up 
by the most diligent application to au 
' peace. He revived the sacred cere- 
dch had fallen into disuse ; he endea- 
persuade the people, that the cala- 



his territories; and by their outrajres* m some 
measure, forced him into a war. But in this he 
still supported his character, and previously sent 
an herald to state its grounds. This officer as- 
suming a peculiar dress, and with a javelin 
headed with iron in his hand, went to the con- 
fines of the enemy, solemnly proclaimed war, 
and then flung his weapon into their territories, 
with all the force he was able. The success oJF 
tills war was equal to its justice; Ancus con- 
q-i^reii the Latins, destroyed their cities, re- 
n .wd their inhabitants to Rome, and increased 
hi- lonJLories by the addition of part of thein» 
I^? nuoUed also an insurrection of the Veii, the 
liuLTiates, and the Volscii, and obtained a se- 
cond triumph over the Sabines. 

But his victories over the enemy were aD 
eclipsed by his pacific arts at home, in raising 
temples, fortifying the city, building a prison 
for malefactors, and forming a sea-port at the 
mouth of the Tiber, called Ostia, by which he 
secured to his subjects the trade of that river, 
and of the salt-pits adjacent. Nor was he less 
careful in encouraging strangers to settle at 
Rome : the privileges which they obtained^ and 
the jiistirc which was administered equally to 
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ii« fortune T« tJH' troaiJiiry for pub- 
a WM ilKrcioiL' cU*cU!ti into the 
ppoiiitcJ guiirJtAti 10 iliL' two wi\% 
bOf biviug enricht'd lus subjects, 
d Uie citfi died I uftcr u glorioui 
ty*fouT yciii's. 

,fq«iniiis Prtsctis^ who was ^ (, 
id guiirdmti to the sons of ^^^qI 

took the surname of Tar- 
i the ctty of Tartjuinia, the phct" oi 
tsideiice. His fadier was a nia^ 
ntli, who had acquired toniidcTable 
de, and had settled in Italy npon 
Epe troubles at home, llh yam Ku- 
ialitrited his fonune, DiwiTied ;i 
nily in the city of Tarquinlu i and 
irofesiiion^ ;md country, wvnj con- 
Jie eyei of tht? nnhlL-s of thL* jilitce^ 
persuasions, he removed to Rome, 
Dnly was entitled to distinction. On 
ler, say the historians, as he ap- 

city-gate, an eagle, stooping from 
off his hat, and, flying round his 
me time with much noise, put it on 

his wife Tanaquil, who, it seems, 
I augury, interpreted as a presage, 
Id one day wear tlic crown ; and 
/as this circumstance which first 
bition to obtain it : accordingly, 
led of great riches, all his actions 

seeftiea to aim at popularity. His 
jss, hJi frequent invitations, and the 
s he cgnferred, gained tne esteem 
on of ^ people^ who were yet un- 

skillei 



i 



foufti»"°"fA bewts. *j» T>e ^^^ ^oi 
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Surs, paniculftrljr Uic L^iitni, 
npbeJ, ^d forctd m beg « 
umed hh armi ifakii^ the 
risen once iiKir^, sad hMtl 
tfie river TJber upon ;i bridge ol" 
fc tp plunder the RqniiUi t£iTtt<H 
bofsibk^ to siick the dty- Tar- 
Sv soon cnnic up with them on the 

* river I and setting fiit; to a Iarg« 
1 that l^iU hy its sii?ei urdered it to 

* Tht^ huming wood, floutiitij; doim 
set fire to tlxe enemy's bridgf , and 
heir retreat* Ncjr did he permit 

measures for opposing hiiti t but 
m wltii vigour^ rimted their army j 
jr, who e«caped the sward, were 

attempting to croa& over, ivlule 
tnd armour. Boating down to KoiUf^ 
» of the Victory t even bdore the 
ould arrive that were sent to an^ 
greeable event. 

resolving not to give the Sabines 
'cr from this defeat, followed them 
n country ; where, by another vie- 
wed them to sue for peace, which 
[, at the ex pence of a considerable 
territories, and of Collatia, a large 
es cast of Rome. These conquests 
d by several advantages over the 
whom he took many towns» though 
ng any decisive victory, 
laving thus forced his enemies iuto 
as resolved to guard his subjectsfrom 
>lence: he undertook several pub- 
the convenience and embellishmeot 
ie surrounded it with stronger and 
£ morr 



more extensive walls ;■ be adorned the Foi 
or Tnarket*plnce, v/iih poittcoes ; lie made n 
sewers lo dr^iin the city, some of which e? 
t]ie admrration of travellers to thts duy ; he 
proved the amphitheatre which his predec* 
had begun, and laid the foundation of the 
pitol, which, however, lie did not hve to fi: 
In his i-eign also the augurs increased Ir 
pmailon ; as he found it his interest to pro? 
the superstition of the people, which wa 
fact but to increase their obedience- Tana^ 
hi 15 w^ife, was a great pretender to tliis an ; 
Accias Naevius was the most celebrated ade 
Uie kind that w^as ever kno^^-n in Rome- I 
a certain occasion, Tarquin, being sensible c 
want of cavalry^, had some intentions of doul: 
their former number ; but he was restraine 
the augur, who declared, that it was forbii 
by I he gods to aker any of the institutioi 
tlicir founder- The king, as liistorians 
being in a violent passion lipon this dechira 
resolved to try the augur's skill, and asked 
in derision, whether what he was then poi 
ing in his mind could be effected? Ntevius, 
ing examined his ayguries, boldly aflirmed 
it might I ** AVhy theV cries the king, wi( 
insulting smile, *' I had thoughts ofcutdng 
whet-sione ^with a ra^or/' — " Cut boldly,' 
plied the augur ; and the king cut it thri 
accordttigly ** Whether dili was dfine by 
lusion does not appear, but certain it is^ 
thenceforward nothing was undertaker 

• This miracle constancy passed for authentic at R 
yet Cicero ventured to ridicule it. An esoteric and an e. 
docfiine was common among \ht ancient philosopbera. 



!illifiUt constiltiiig the augiirs, and ob- 
•tfidr nJvicc and approbauoiiii No Ai- 

WSIS4 cli3imiii!ied, nor army levied; no 
yig^ht* nor peace restcm?dt without tv- 

to ihc chirping and the flight of birds, 

as it m.iy be supposed, the -augim inadt* 
nk, wliaLt'%'er langii:tgo they pleased* 
I mnbitmn r^f Tiirquin, not contented wiili 
^otttt t^*mpied him lo asiume tlw ensigns 
^aky also ; such as a crowii of gold, an 
ihrone, a sceptm with an eagW on the top, 
»b«s of pur|)le» It was, perkaps^ tlie spUn- 
if cheite royakies that drst raiteJ the envy 
s late king's sons, who had now for above 
4evefi yeans quietly submitted to his go- 
leitt* His design also of adopting Servius 
It, hh sonnn-law, for his succes^Ofi niight 
contributed to inflame tlieir reservtmenL 
BYcr Wiis the cause of dieir tardy ven- 
ti they resolved to destroy him ; and, at 
bund means to effect their purpose by hir- 
;o ruffians, who, demanding to speak with 
ng, under the pretence that they came f ir 
f, struck him dead in his palace with the 
of an axe. The lictors, however, 
i upon the person of the king, seized 
;rers, who were attempting to escape , 
were put to death ; but the sons of Anott 
irere the instigators, found safety by fl^JF 
us fell Lucius Tarquinius ^t/ftm 
,s, in order to distinguish hiia^^^^^ 
iccessors of the same nanitt 
i age of eighty years, and thf 
if his reign. Being of Grecl 
ae manner, introduced 
F that country among hi$; 
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though die RomaTis were at thb period v€ 
from being civilised^ yei they had made cot 
able progress in refinement, coiBpared wi 
surrotmdSn^ nations. 
^ ^ The murder of Tarquin was no 
5F;"g " rumoured abroad, than the cttizei 
from everj^ quanerto the palace, u 
the truth of the account, or to take venj 
on the assassins- In this tumult, Tanaqu 
dow of the late (tmg, constdering the dane 
must incur, in case the conspirators shonJ 
ceed to the crowTi ; and desirous of havij 
son-m-law for his successor, with great a 
sembled her sorrow, as well as the king's 
&he assured the people, from one of the wfi 
of the palace, thiit he was not killed* but 
ned by the blaw ; that he would shortly re< 
and tliat, in tlie mean tamer he had depui 
power to Servias Tulliiis, hh son-in-law, 
viijs, accordingly, as it had been agreed 
between them, issofaig from tbe palace, ac 
with the ensigns of royalty, and preceded 
lictors, immediately proceeded to diq)atcl] 
zSairs that related to the imblic fafety ; sd 
tending, diat he took all his instmctionj 
the kii^. This artifice was successfully h 
for some days, till he had seemed his de 
among the nobles ; when the death of T: 
being publicly ascertained, Servius obtam 
crown solely, by the senate's appointmen 
without attempting to gain the suffrages 
people. 

Servius was the son of a bondwoman, wl 
been taken at the sacking of Comiculu^ 
was bom when his mother was a slave, 
yet an infant in his cradle, a lambent i 



liiffti rcHcind his b?jid, which Ta- 
OT wt^ntffd iiddresfftf e<m visited int6 
I of h\h futurx' m^tncKx* Jmprefiiitfd with 
kmt *\w giivc ritm rhc h<*it cdticatian of 
•t Kind noon nhcr nii^ed hlni in the ho- 
jein;.^ ht*r so}i-in4a%v, and apr»oim*?d Umtf 
B kmj^ p^cw oldi to the mutjEipcmcnt of 
oth(crtx*rgn and domestic. Hi* candiict 
iuitii>ri gained hifii tJiL- ^(KHi-wiH of the 
ind^ what h« vakmd iitiU inDnrr the dictfn 
finte. 

being ncfenowlesi^ed ai king^, the chief 
■ his c^Tc was to increaw the- powfr of 
Ee by depressing that of xhe pL*ripl<? j sm 
le attended with OKtrcniL' dillicuhy and 
To compaii \m ftui^ntioni hc' wan ohligcil 
by itratiigem ; and, hy xeeniing to ^tudy 
trmu bring about a nietunre tliat ithuuld 
\y dr^troy their tintliory. The' Honmn 
^l«d hiihtTlo h^*ttn t»ucd singly, JinJ tMch 

equal share to the necessities of the 
This method of contributing to the pnb- 
ncics, he very phiusibly pretended, was 
y unjust, and proposed one of a more 
J kind, by which every citizen should be 
cordinp to his fortune. The populace, 
e unable to dive into his designs, re- 
is project with loud acclamations, and 
1 upon him a full power of settling the 
le snould think proper. To begin, tnere- 

orderod an exact enumeration to be 
the citizens of Rome, their children and 

and also a just valuation of their es- 

substance. 'l^heir numbers were found 

U to above fourscore thousand men, ca- 

bearing arms : — a vast increase in the 

K 3 space 
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space of one hundred and seventy-fi 
which had elapsed since the building i 
These he divided into six classes ; ju d 
which he comprised the body of the si 
patricians, and all those whose fottu 
above eleven hundred thousand asses, 
three hundred and sixty-six poundii of 
ney ; at tliat time no contemptible 
This class he sub-divided into fours 
turiesy or eompaiiies, one half of w 
ing composed of the most aged and rt 
persons, were to remain at borne foi 
fence of the city ; tJie other half, con 
die youthful and vigorous, were to i 
general, and to march into the field- T 
pons were a iavelin, a spear, and a swc 
armour, a helmet* a cuirass, and c 
brass. In this class also were comf 
knights or horsemen, which consisted 
teen centuries, widi two more of the m 
who followed the camp. The second cla 
consisted but of twenty-two centuries c 
nies, was composed of those who were 
hove seventy-five thousand asses s tl 
accoutred in the same manner with the 
only, instead of a shield, they carried 
The third class consisted of twenty cenci 
was composed of such as were worth i 
*and asses. The fourth class consisted 
lar number of centiu-ies, and was cor 
fucb as were worth twenty-five thous; 
In the fifth class were thirty centuries 
qualification was eleven thousand ass 
were chiefly employed as ilingers and ; 
in the army. In the last and lowest c 
was but one century, and it seemed t 




of no ftJvsintiic^ tn the ^te» ^k- 
•riiig children, who niigk o3^ ti*ijf btr 

Till* t'luHs piiitl mi %ii%iiiit ftiid i¥tii* di»- 
•d witli irnm going u> v/ur. In till tluti^ 
»it ai in ihii imt, n ivAtU caiiiiHinK nf ihit 

Bp M^tTL* firdiiiutHf in ri*fthuii i*t Iw/nw Tjif 
(Kc oJ I he City, an J ihy mou'' youihtul 
ritt flbn>iid in UwJir m nibf. 'rhiu Uw? wiu>le? 
per 0f tJu' ciu/etKi WttH divitleit imy ii hun- 
taMi«fiACfi^fie<'rtttifni*sc''>^h cumniftncl* 
f ictitiitni irf Jtitiiii|[ii i«lii^ t^Hlimr mul vx* 

kt» citi^nii iK^mg t^mk^d in thii mmtv-r^ 
i iMnrt to hi^ bued) but nt^t i}n fnmwvij 
iif lUld iiuHviJiiiilt^i litit by Cfntm k«H f Lntrb 

Phjing obbgiid tfr hUppSy ^n vcjuhI tthiir^ 

nit Ii w ^vaplt? wur0 miwmdy nunrnvm 
im cemuuen uf' the mfWi<»r chi!b%v*4, Umi 
m of Lu;tlir)U wim prijjHJfiicMMhly^ t^in.ilh 
HmoL fiidt-vd bi? t!fmbli*d tiut dii* (mrtiul i/K- 
tiijn fnmi r.iun W4*t highly |^r.iUiiil t'V ihv 
dace, hut they little conniuered th;it they 
» to purchiiwj it at the expeuce at' thtJir iui - 
power ; dtr it WiW but rea'iouiible, thut, ah 
«nator!» ami the rich contributed imnii to ilic 
witiefi ol the state, they fchouKj aUo have a 
►ortiouable influence in nianagiu;^ it«» con- 
!• Accordinp^ly, as they paid dieir taxes by 
uri^s, it waK ordained, that t)^y should give 
• votes, in all public transactions, by centu- 
alio. Jn deliberations on tlie aft'airs of state, 
eiti/en fiud hitheito given hit» sufiVage 
ly, and the numbers of the mor always car- 
ihf vote agaiiut the power or the rich j but by 
ntgttlationii of Bervius, tlie nerute, conii^tiuK 
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of a greater number of centuries than al 
other classes put togetherj now entirely 
M^efghed diem m every decision. The pleb< 
by mis stroke of policy, had only tlie shadi 
authority left ; with which, however, for 
agesj they seemed sufficiently contented, 
the increasing luxury of the times taiigh 
side the abuse of power j and the other, a 
that disdained subordinatioiij even to legia 
audiority. 

In order to ascertain the increase or dec 
Ills subjects and tlielr fortunes, Ttdlius insti 
another regulation, which he called a histru 
by which all the citizens w-ere to assemble i 
Campus Marti us, in complete armour, a 
their respective classes, once every five j 
there lo deliver in an exact account of the 
milies and fortune. He permitted slaves jl 
be set free by their masters, and caused su 
were thus manumitted to be dismbutcd ar 
die lower classes of the city. This excite 
emulation in that depraved body of men t 
senre well of their masters and die public ; 
tended, with die odier regulations of Servii 
introduce order, connection, and conEdenct 
all the departments of government. 

The king, having thus enjoyed a long r 
chiefly employed in setding the domestic p 
of die state, was, at die same time, not inatte 
to foreign concerns. He overthrew the ] 
rians in many battles, triumphed over ' 

* From this circumstance, the Romans frequently 
nated their age by lustra, or so many periods of Ave 
thus, when Horace, in one of his Odes, fays that he b 
his eighth itntrum, he means that he was more tl 
years old. 



tmics I and conceived reasonable 
Indmg hb reign in tr^iquiUity and 
entertwined ilie p<»tieTOiis mtetition 
hh power, and,niiving tornied die 
Into a republic, to retine into obsciiriiy ; 
tioble dcsigTi was fnisiraied ere it could 
execution, in a manner now to be 



e beginning of his reign, Servim Tnllitis, 
■ to secitn; his throne by ever}' precsiU' 
id married his twa daughters to the it^t* 
im of Tarquin i and, ixsnc knew that the 

were of opposite dispositions, as well 
r intended husbands, he resolved to 
icir natund propensities, by giving each 
of u contmry turn of temper : her that 
tk and gentk*, to him that was bold uxid 
I her that ^^as imgoveniable and proud, 
that was rcmavkaole for a contrary cha^ 
hy these nie:ins he supp^Jscd* that each 
:orrect the failings of the other, and that 
[ture would be productive only of con- 
id happiness. The event, however, as 
have been foreseen, proved otherwise. 

his haughty son-in-law, soon grew dis- 
witli the meekness of his consort, and 

^i« whnU* !»fff>rfmn<5 iinnn '^r'lilliii. his hm« 
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gan by raking factions against him, alle[ 
his illegal title to tli& crown ; which Lutm 
claimed as herr to Tarquin. But TullhiSi hj 
his prudence and great moderation, defeated this 
design ; and his conduct wa-s unh^ersallr ap* 
plauded hy the senate and the people ; wlitcfc 
brought Lucius to a feigned repentance on hit 
part J and produced a real reconciliation on tht 
of the king. Tullia, however, stiH urged on her 
husband's ambition, which was already on iix. 
He continued his intrigues among the senators j 
attaching the old to him, by putting them ifl 
mind of their obligations to his family- ; and thfi 
young, with gifts for the present, and promise* 
of much greater tilings upon his coming to tk 
crown* At leiigtli, when he found them rip* 
for seconding his vtew^s, he entered the senate- 
house, adorned with all the ensigns of roTaltji 
and placing himself tipon the throjie, began tci 
haningue them iipon the obscurity of the1k(ng*i 
birth, tile injustice of liis title, and such otbei 
topics as an unprincipled intriguer is at no loss 
to find or invent. While he was speaking, Sor 
vius enteredi attended by a few followers, anc 
seeing his throne thus nidely invaded, attemptei 
to push the usurper from his seat ; but Tarqnin 
being in the vigour of youth, threw the old km| 
do^^n the steps which led to the throne ; aiM 
some of the conspirator's adherents, being in 
structed for that purpose, followed the aged mc 
narch, as he was feebly attempting to get to th^ 
palace, and dispatched him by the way, thro^ 
ing his body, all mangled and bleeding, as : 
public spectacle, into the street. In the me» 
time, Tullia, burning with impatience for lh 
event, being informed of what her husband hz\ 

donf 
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itm, Lin J re s< living to l>e amonpf rhc fint who 
Aouid sfllute him m monarch, ordered Iwv cha- 
IMH iti ttrive to the *enuuv]uMir»L% M'hcrt? her Jiuvage 
)oy ji^litfied the himmiie, ;uij tlisgusietJ even. the 
engines of her atrocious crmics. But ihcy were 
ttifi fmtre sKtutked upon her return* As her 
charioteer npprouched the place where the Iwdyof 
tile old king, her Euhcr* bivl exposed und bloody, 
file Hianp tcrritied ut th*.* hovriLi sight » nlFered 
to turn another way ; liv^t ihiji only served U) in- 
flame the fierceness of her nic^e : she tlircw the 
fcotsttifvl ;it his head I and, sliockin^*; to relate, 
JNcrcd him to drive over the dead body vvith- 
bat hesitation* 

Thit wus the end of Servius Tullius, » prince 
nf emineiti justice and moderation, after ati use- 
ful ^iid (>j<Jsperous reign of forty -fotir years. 
Tliottgli the dtimininns of Rome l>ad been but 
tele increased by hini 4 yet they acquired a sta- 
Ij'lity under hh v^^overnmcvit, x^hich far exceeded 
the transient splendour of an extensive but hasty 
conquest. In a word, no king ever better un- 
derstood the art of making his power subser- 
vient to the happiness of his people ; while his 
policy disarmed surrounding enemies, or con- 
verted them into friends or subjects. 

Lucius Tarquinius, who afterwards ac- ^^ ^ 
quired the surname of Superbus, or tlie 50,,' 
Proud, having placed himself upon the 
throne, in consequence of this parricide, was 
fcsolved to support his dignity with the same 
violence with which it was acquired. Regard- 
less of the senate or the people's approbation, lie 
seemed to claim tlie crown by an hereditary 
rightv and refused the late king the rights of 
sepukure» under the pretence of his being an 

usurper. 
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usurper. The virtuous part of mirnktadt how- 
ever, looked upon his acce^^on with deti^^taiion 
and horror ; and this act of imeiampled antf un- 
necessary cmeltf only served to confirm their 
hatred. Conscious of this, he ordered ail such 
as he suspected to have been attached to Servius 
to be put to death ; and, fearing the natural 
consequences of his tyranny, he kept a guard of 
foreign mercenaries round his ij^rson, which 
was ready to execute his orders, however cru4 
or unjust- 

His chief policy seems to have been to keep 
the people always employed^ either in wars or 
public worksj by which means he diverted tbetr 
attention from his unlawful method of coming 
to the crown, and the manner in which he ex- 
ercised his authority. With this view, he first 
marched against the Sabines, who refused to 
pay him obedience, and soon reduced them to 
submission. He next commenced a war with 
the Volsci, which continued for some ages after, 
and from these he took Suessa Pomeaa, a con* 
sidenible to\ni, about twenty-six miles east a^ 
Rome. The city of the Gabii gave him much 
more trouble ; for, having attempted, with some 
h>s5, to besiege it, he was obliged to recur 
lo stratagem, contrary to the usual practice of 
tlie Romans- To effectuate his designs, be 
caused his son Sertus to counterfeit desertion, 
upon pretence of barbarous usage, and to seefc 
refiige among the inhabitants of the place* 
There, by artful complaints and studied lamen^ 
tali on ^ he so far excited the pity and won on 
the affections of the people, as to be cbosem 
their governor, and soon after general of their 
arni) / At first in every eugagemefLt he appear- 
ed 
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«£l«iigthi fioding himself en* 
the conGdeiice *«t the siate^ he 
ingci- to his fi*ther for tnstruc* 
um t^o reply t but tuknig xht 
^ gmrden, be cut down before 
poppies, Scxrn* readily \m* 
min^ of this uctioiu and on 

dthcr dc^trlA^^f '^^ removed 

of the cityy one hj one, sdU 
eide their effects among the 
ms of phmder kept the gkldr 

their approaching ruin» dU 
elves, at last, without coun* 
id in the end fell under the 
without even striking a Uow. 
^ a league with the JEqui, and 
h had been entered into by his 
the Etrurians. 

\ged in wars abroad, he took 
he people to languish in idle- 
(e undertook to build the Ca- 
on of whicli had been laid in 
d an extraordinarj' event con- 

the execution ot his design, 
ige attire, made her appear- 
d introducing herself to the 
11 nine books, which slie said 
am posing. Not knowing the 
hor, or that she >^'as, in fact, 
ted Sibyls, whose prophecies 

to fail, Tarquin refused to 
this she departed, and biim- 
oks, returned again, demand- 
I'or the six remaining. Being 
I as an impostor, she again 
ming tliree more, returned 
i' with 



v\ ith die tieTnamder, still asking the same ] 

aa at first. Tarquin, surprised at the in 

sistency o£ her behaviovir and the perse ver 

of her appliciition, consul tcU the augurs on 

an uncommon emergency* They much bb 

him for not buying the nine, and intneated 

to purchase the three remaininc;, at "vvliatst 

price they were to be had. The woman, 

the thistonan, after selUng and delivering 

three prophetic volumes, and advising hii 

pay a special regard to their content^ vani 

from before him, and was never after 

Tarquin cho!ie proper perscms to keep them, 

though but two at first, were afterward; 

creased to fifteen, uniJer the name of Q\i 

cemvirt. These sacred books were deposit i 

a stone chest i and a vault in tltc newly-dejsi 

building was tlioiight the most proper plai 

lodge them in safety, from which they were I 

only on particular emergencies. The worJ 

carried on with great vigour ; and as omen; 

prodigies were Irequeut in tl:iis ignorant ag 

digging the foundations, a man's head, ni 

Tolus, was said to he found, which, thou| 

had been many years dead, still bled afresli, 

he had been newly slain p This prodigy gav 

building the name of Capitol (Caput Toll) 

w;is two hundred feet long, t^vo hvmdred 

;uid almost as many broad, dedicated to Jt 

as panimonnt divinity, but containing two 

pies more, under the same roof, consecrat 

Juno and Minerva. A structure so magni 

was, in some measure, an indication of the 

gress of arts in Rome, not less than of pi< 

tlie people. But pacific pursuits were noi 

ficient to draw ofl^ the attention of th6 Ro 



jtm ihc cemtempktion uf the miserf iliey suflVr- 
id tmiJcT this tyrant, whose cupidity nothing 
lOoU r^^ape, whose itif«rmci^ switrmcci every* 
irberet asid who forbade thy people to assemble 
nkhmti his ;mtliorityjle*iL ihcy should conspire lo 
!lffiuii!t|}ate themselve* from his despotism. In- 
hodi dAf ;*ftcr day, he exhibited new proofs of 
h^ tynmny of his government, and the cruelty 
jf h(» disposition. Having been for four years 
rmployed in boilding the Capitol, Turquin 
tnmd new fjcctipiitions necessary ; arui accord- 
ngly proclaimed war again !it the Rutuli, upon 
I tfivoloiis pretence of their Having entertained 
lOfnc malefaciors whom he had haniihed, and 
nvested iheir chief city Ardeit, which lay about 
ttxteen miles from Romcp While the army was 
mcamped before this place, the king's !ron Sex- 
[QSr with Co]laiinus» a noble Roman^ and some 
nthers ^^it drink hvi: to tf ether in n lent, TIr' dis- 
course happening to turn on the beauty and vir- 
tnc of their wives, each man extolling his own 
irith singular commendations, Collatinus offer- 
ed to decide the dispute, by putting it to an im- 
mediate trial, whose wife should be found pos- 
sessed of the greatest beauty, and most sedu- 
lously employed at that very hour. Being heat- 
ed with wine, the proposal was relished by the 
whole company; and taking horse withoui 
delay, they posted to Rome, though the night was 
already pretty far advanced. There tliey found 
Lucretia, the wife of Collatinus, not like tlic 
odier^omen of her rank, spending her time in 
ease and luxury, but spinning in the midst oi 
her maids, and cheerfully portioning out tlieir 
tasks. Her modest beauty, and the easy re- 
ception she gave her husband and his friends, 
F 2 ^o 



vo charmed them all, that they titULnimotittf 
gave her the prefciience ; and Seitiis becaoie m 
TDUch laBajoed wkh love, that nothing but e^ 
joyment could satisfj' hts criminal passioiu '^ 
To accomplish his nefarious purpose, hewetf 
from the camp to vbit her privately a few 
days after, and received ttie same kind treJl^ 
ment which he met with before. As the boo. 
cence of Lucretia kept her blind to any im- 
dious designs, she sat down with her gTi«t at 
supper, and ordered a chamber to be got raadf 
for him in the house- Midnight was the timt 
in which tliis ruffian thought ii safest to pat \m 
guilty intentions in execution* Having fmmi 
means to convey himself into her chamberi bt 
approached her bed-side with a drawn swaf4 
and rudely laying his hand upon her bosonii 
threatened her wjtli instant death* if she reAisid 
to yield to his passion* Lucretta aflrighted ooi 
of her sleep, and seeing death so near, was yil 
inexorable to his desire, till being told, that, U 
she would not comply, he would first kill her, 
and then laying his own ^lave also dead hj hei 
side, he would report, that he had detected aad 
killed them both in the act of adultery, the ttf=» 
ror of infamy was more powerful than that of 
deatli ; she consented to his desire, and the nen 
morning the ravisher returned to the camp, ei* 
uking tn his brutal victory. In the mean tiinc 
L\jcretia» detesting the light, and resolving tm 
to endure even an involunLiry crime*, sent for 
her husband Collatinus, and for Spuriui, licr 
father, to come' to her without delay, as an io- 
delible disgrace had befallen the family. Ther 
instantly obeyed the summons, bringing wn 
them Valerius, a kinsman of her famer's, 9ti 

JwBjm 




BrutiUr a rrpim*4 id wit* whrtie fatlt^ 
: Imil miitift ivJ, und who hail acrid t*nt* 
fymct ihc nicj^it'iip'r hj"" the way* Then- ai- 
w only ncrvt'd lo uicnmw Ijirrftui's poigniint 
iguUb t tlicy Toumi hiT ill ii (siiiie of jfri-'dlusit 
npentuoTT, ariti vainly iirti'm|it<'d to |^ivr }u*r 
4fef hy p^lliiUinji^ ihf dcctf, Ui which she hivd 
Ml forcril tit Uc accfssiury* •* Un ! (uid Oie) 
ii«iftr thiiH I find any thin)^^ wi^rili living Uir 
in thi^ lilV* nilrr hsivinj^ !n*it my hfimwin Ynii 
i»ei my CoUiitiriti!*, « pi>llut*?d wreidv hHbr© 
you I r>i)e \%'hair pmrin Huh hrcn clto ipoit of 
snmherf hut vthme uftVction^i were nt^irer c%^ 
tratigcd fmm ymi* Sfxtu^t under the pre* 
Cefickd veil of frii'iid^hip, lum thi% nijo^hc wrest* 
§4 fl'Oin mc thiJt trttaiur<* which dvi^th nrrly 
ettn rmofie i but, li yctu huvr the ZRMitu nil' 
iwent rememlRT to sivt^n^'C my i!HU!W» and let 
posterity know, th.il ^]w wlin \m^ lost her vsr- 
tlir huth only dpiitli for hri bi*sit Cfinsnhuitm*" 
> Mying, she drew a poignard from hcneuih 
»- robe, and, Instantly plunging it in lier hosoni, 
:pirecl without a groan. The whole company 
matned for some time in the alternate eino- 
HM of sorrow, pity, admiration, and rage ; 
purius and Collatinus, at length, gave vent to 
leir grief in tears: but Brutus drawing the 
)ignard, reeking from Lucretia's wotnid, ami 
(ting it up towards heaven, " He witness, yt* 
Gods (he cried), that from this moment I 
proclaim myself the avenger of tlie cliasie 
Lucretia's cadse: from this moment 1 profess 
myielf the enemy of Tarquin and his lustful 
hcMise : from licnceforth shall this life, v liile 
Vh continues, be employed in opposition to 
tynmnyt and for the happiness and frccdoni^^ 
> 3 ''(J 



54 ROME. 

•« of my dear country." A new tnuui 
. seized the hearers, to find hini» who had 
tofore been considered as an idiot, now a; 
ing in his real character, the friend of j 
and of Rome. He explained the mystery 
•| in^, that tears and lamentations were unx 

I when vengeance called so loud ; and deli' 

I the poignard to the rest, imposed the sam 
upon them, which he himself had just tai 

I I On this illustrious character it is necess 
J expatiate at some length, though we find 

I possible to love the man. Junius Bruti 

;' the son of Marcus Junius, a noble Romai 

! was married to the daughter of Tarq 

J Priscus, and for that reason, through a r 

I pf jealousy, put to death by Tarquin the 1 

Junius had received an excellent educatior 

his father, and possessed from nature, j 

sense, and an inflexible attachment to v 

but perceiving that Tarquin had privately 

dered his father and his eldest brotlier, 

sumed the behaviour of a fool, in ore 

escape the same danger ; and thence ob 

the surname of Brutus. Tarquin, thinki 

folly real, despised the man ; and, having 

I)ossession of his estate, kept him as an k 
lis house, merely with a view of making 
for his cliildren. It happened, in a ti: 
threatened danger, that Brutus was ten 
Tarquin's two sons to consult the oracle o 
phi, upon the methods expedient to ave 
calamity. The sons were jncased with his 
pany, and laughed to see him offer his st 
the shrine of Apollo ; which, however, ' 
much more valuable present to the Got: 
theii's, as it had been hollowed, and then 



E& Uss their mother at the same time, 
IMngn together. Brutus, however, who L 

att>. ue real meaning of the oracle, as lit 

I. they were arrived in Italy, pretended 
itlUy to fall down, and kissing the earth, 
her whom he considered as the general 
of alL From that time, he conceived 
ign of being the deliverer of his country, 
' expellmg the tyrant Tarquin and his 
&mily from Rome. 

opportunity he had much wished for, of 
ing his country from a tyrant who had 
arassed it with impunity, seemed now to 
ved. Brutus procured witli all expedition 
tes of the city to be shut, till the people 
be assembled, and a public decree for 
in's banishment obtained. Accordingly, 
sed Lucretia's dead body to be exposed to 
n the public forum; while the citizens, 
in tumultuously from all quarters to sec 
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Tarqum, in the mean time, having he 
these commotionsj flew with the titmosi 
dition to Rome, in hopes of being able tc 
and punish the delintinents ; but iindin 
gates shut, and the walU full of armed m* 
prepared to return, filled with indfgnati 
the camp : but Bmtus had titken care t( 
cipate him ; for^ expeditiously getting 1 
sirmy by another road, he a cqu Minted the » 
with what had been done in tliecity, Luc 
unhappy fate, and how the senate and ] 
]iad determined to revenge tlie atrocious 
xts well as a long^ train of regal crimes* 
isame sentiments of humanity which hnd im 
the cttt/ens, affected the army also, 
agreed to act with their friends at home 
\vhen Tarquin cam.e back, they refusM 
cctve him* Thus the tyrant, who hac 
rtigned twenty-five years, being justly ex 
his kingdom, sought a precarious asylun 
his family at Cira, a little toivn of Etruris 
the mean time, the Roman army m^Ade a 
with the enemy, and Brutus was proch 
deliverer of his country. 

With Tanjuin ended tbe kingly goven 
of Rome, after it had continued two hundre 
forty-five years, and was still rising with j 
dual, but slow increase. Although, at thi 
of Tarqiiin's expulsion, t]>e territory on 
Romans was not above forty miles long 
thirty broad, yet their power and popu 
were immense, and they possessed that v 
which bodies of a slow growth are gen< 
found to enjoy. The history of few natioi 
deed can furnish a succession of kings n 
with more virtue and moderation than those 
£r£t governed in Rome ; it was from their 




*»♦» bil ff^^cncss of fj,e f^ '"y possessed a 
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ftjTH:j|v «k ,*^^*^^ to fret fh*^ r "*^^'^n niaJt 
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Fnm th Bimiihnerrt of Tartftim to the C 
o/' ike Tri^its of thu l^m^pk, 

A' C. TJY the dements o£ the fitmily o 
.Si (>. ^ qum ;ind die courage ^iid add 
^' C^ Brutus, tJie n?ga.l power being tliu 
* thrown*, a form of |rovemmeut, 
Twdly republican! "wiis sub^a luted in its 
The senate, however, reserved by Ikr the 
est shitre of the authority to themselve 
deconited their own body with all the tmj 
of despoiled monarchy. The centuries 
people chose from iimong the senators, i 
of a king, two annual ma^strates, whon 
called consuls, w-ith power equal to that ■ 
regal, and w&tli the ^ame privileges, an 
same ensigns of authority. Though the 1 
of the people was but very little increas 
this innovadoo, yet to it Rome nftervvardi 
gi^-jLt measure, owed its unequalled thou^ 
fiimctive grandeur. In the life of a kingi 
any individual in easy circumstances, the 
many periods; of indolence and of passion 
serve to divert him from the public good 

• The Taiquins seem to have been deservedly pra 
but that, after all their obligations to royalry, the 1 
should hive proscribed the regiil authority also, would 
unaccountable, were it not kntfwn, that the |)eople wh) 
cet in motion and made conscious of their power^ alw 
into extremes, and often to iheir ow.i ruin. 



PBDKS TO oe conquerea ; ror power en- 
jl fadiind authority is never at a loss to 

Ticttin* llie people^ thus kept conti- 
II arms, attained tlie most perfect know- 
f the military arts, and were better cna- 

adopt the beneficial improvements of 
ous nations they were led to engage. 
lis, the author of this revolution, and 
ins, the husband of Lucretia, were the 
lo were raised to the dignity of consuls 
le. They immediately revived the laws 
mbling the people, which had been dis- 
ed during tne late tyrant's reign; but, 
;ir newly-acquired liberty should be pre- 

from degenerating into licentiousness, 

officers relative to the priesthood were 
ed, and new sacrifices ordained, in order 
igtlien the civil power by the firmest 
ns of religion. This new republic, liow- 
jrhich seemed so grateful to tlie people, 
»arlv been destroved in its verv com- 



of birth or fortune* TKelr party seen 
cresised every day, and, what may crea 
siirpriiie, were it not known that politk 
mosity absorbs every feeling of natiiFe 
the sons of Brutus, and the Aqtulii, the m 
of CoUatinus, were among the number, 
quin, who was mfomied of these intrij 
his favour, resolved to advance them b} 
art in his power, and accordingly sent 
sadors from Eiruria to Rome, under a p 
of reclaiming the crown, .ind demandi: 
effects whtch he had lefc behind him ; 
reality with a design to give spirit to 1 
tion, and to draw over to it as many as 1 
sibly could. They accordingly went o: 
spirit and success^ holding tneir private 
ings at the house of one of the conspi: 
and already the re?it oration of the king s 
death of the consuls was resolved uponj 
the whole fabric of tlieir hopes was a 
levelled in the dust. A slave, named Vind 
who had accidentally hid himself in the 
where the conspirators used to assemble^ 
hearing the conversation, laid open tlieir c 
to the consuls who gave orders to have tl 
spirators secured and brought to justie 
among these were found the sons of I 
Few situations could have been more t 
affecting than this, of a father pkced as a 
upon the life and death of his own chi 
impelled by justice to condemn > and by 
to spa^'e them* The young men when a< 

* As a reward for his fidelity, diis man obtainei 
betty and the privileges of a Roman citisen, togetfae 
ceitain sum ot money to be paid out of the public tif 
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inings of parental aflPection. With a }■' 

onntenance and a tone of voice that 
, his fixed resolution, he demanded of pp| 

sons if they could make any defence to 

ties with which they had been cliarged. 

inand he made tlirec several times ; but 

g no answer, he at length turned him- 

me lictors, "Now (exclaimed he) it is lis' 

It to perform the rest." Thus saying, 

in resumed his seat with an air of de- 

d majesty ; nor could all the s-entiments ^j 

mal pity, the imploring looks of the irjn 

nor the dreadful situation of the young '" 

ho were preparing for execution, alter 
•n decision. The executioner having 
if and then whipped the conspirators 
ds, presently after beheaded them ; Bru- 

the time beholding the cruel spectacle 
steady look and unaltered countenance, 
le multitude P^azedonwith all theming-led 
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from the conjtulilii&t and l>;iTnJihed Rome i 
VaJcfiiis, af^erwarus aurnanjed PubKcolm, i 
Im njgiinl to the pwplct was elected conn 

Fni^itnited in his hopes of an insnrreeiinn b 
excited In hi-i fHvour by domestic Jidht^t 
Turquin resolved to force himielf upoti his foi 
tliron** by foreign assistance i and lo that 
previtiled tipcm the Vci»ns to a&?jist him, 
will) a cunjudefiible urmy sidvanced tow 
Ronif. 

T'he eniisuU were not remiss in their pr 
rsitumi ti* oppose iilni* Vakriuj* c<*niman< 
the foot, and Bmtas the cavalry, went ou 
mL*et him on the ftoman fromicrs, Anins, 
son of Tarqtnn, wlio headed his father's 
valry, seeing Brntus at a diidance, wa&resol 
hy one great pffojti to decide the faic of 
duyi without blinking the armies into Jtct 
wherefore, ipuning on liis !iorse, he inad< 
ward him with ungovernable fnry, 15 n 
who piirccived h\s appnvnch, cpntted fmin 
ranks lo inei't him s and both bt-gan the con 
with such rage, ihiit, eager only to as&atl, 
thoughtless (^f defending, thry ft^ll dead n 
the held together » A bhiody battle cns^ 
witli etiual slangluer on both sides ; but the 
mans, rem tuning in posjscssion of ilie ticld of 
tie, claimed the victory { amt in ronse*iiie 
Valerius returned in triumph to Rome, S 

v:LSi thi> tnul i\C Bnitiis^ u n^Ai^ whti, \vli'4ti 

praise he may deserve for emancipating 
country frc^m a tyrant, possessed none of tl 
amiable qualities that engage our afFections* 
was of a gl(X)my and even splenetic disposit 
and from the long dissimulation he had p 

1 
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i poliey, became sit last tainted in rea- 

I ibnt mt^in v%cc~ Vtolent in hi» ?»?«»! u* 
tiling; I mi mi Jelled liiJTi from hi^i purpose; 
to the attachments of nature, every 
u rendered jsubrndinate to \m pHssion 
St mid pnpoljirity. 8vk]i Iiiln ever been 
failing ciiinyclcr of the fiiction? gi^eat, 
fcr nnly in their objecti from the most 

5, being ihu^ removed wttbout b.^ving 
ed hh 5^ ear, V.deriufi coiitinnr.^ fc^r some 
enJDv the di^iity wtth^mi a collcacucp 
E cited the jcnlonsies of the people, troTn 
rchen**nn that be had tbr*tipbts of nn- 
:> the crown* A palace which be hid 
Ith some m ugn ill cen CO, ujHun an emi* 
LUgmintted tfiese stuj^iciona ; and k wjt» 
I, thrtt he h:id tntimtionii of conv<jrting 
fortres^i, in older to awe the city* Vii- 
lowcver, Roon quieted their fcsirs, by 
; hit pabtce to !jt! pulled down ? aiidj la 
,c rectitude of his intenttojis, made se- 
ws, abridging the power of the senate, 
jnding that of the people. By one, he 
an appeal from the consuls to the 
by another, he made it death for any 
assume the office of magistrate without 
»le's consent ; a third gave power to any 
kill the person, unheard, who affected 
sme power, if he could prove tJic crime. 
Jlppointed questors, or treasurers, who 
have the management of the public 
and the care of accommodating^ am- 
•s. Still more to ingratiate himself with 
ic, which is fi-cqucntly directed in its 
it more by appearances than reality, he 
G 2 ordered 



Spurius L.ucretiUb, , — 
his colleague in the consulship ; w**,,, 
short time after, was succeeded by Horat 
and tlie time of annual election cominff on 
after, Valerius was chosen a second tune, 
with him Titus Lucretius. These having nun 
ed the people, they were found to amount 
hundred and thirty thousand persons, be; 
widows and orphans. 

In the mean time, Tarquin, neither int 
dated by his misfortunes, nor desisting fron 
pretensions, still formed alliances in order t 

fain the crown. In particular, he prevailed \ 
brsenna, one of the kings of Etruria, tc 
pouse his cause, and in person undertak< 
quarreL This prince, equally remarkable 
courage and conduct, marched directl 
Rome, with a nimierous army, and laid 
to the city ; while the terror of his nan? 
his arms filled all ranks of people with dJ 
The senate, in this exigence, did all tha 
dence could suggest, to compose the feai 
satisfy the wants of the people. They o 
that the populace should pay no t;ixes 
Ftate, during the continuance of the \ 
leging, that they had already contribut 
share, in reaiing children for its defence. 

* The concessions which Valerius made to sat' 
prejudice, only rendered the people more turbi 
'He event more than once endangered the repubiii 



com in various parts of Cam- 
nd had it brought to Ronie» to be dis- . 

I at a low price to the people. These I 

nces linked the orders of the state so I 

together^ that every^ citi/.en seemed re- \ 

to defend his country to the last, and save 

or be buried in its ruins. The siege, 
Ff was carded on with vigour : a furious 
ivas made upon die place : the two con- 
»posed in vain, and were carried off 
.'d from the field; while the Rom:uis .., 

n great consternation, were pursued by 
my to the bridge, over which both vic- 
d van(]uished were about to enter tlie 
mingled confusion. All now appeared 
len Horatius Codes, who had been placed 
s sentinel to defend it, opposed himself 
nemy, and, assisted only by two more, 
le^inie sustained the whole fury of tlie 

till the bridge was broken down behind 
^hen finding the communiciition thus cut .'i 

plunged with his arms into the 'i'iher, l|[ 

Kick victorious to his fellow-soldiers, and Ji[" 

eived witli tlic applause which his courage i .{jj 

repidity so well deserved. li. .!| 

however, Porsenna was detcrniined upon |: Mj 



of the besieged soon began to be i 
and all tilings seemed to menace a 
stniction, when another act of br 
superior to tliat which had saved the 
finally accomplished its safety and f 
Mutius Cordiis, a youtli of undaun 
conceived the heroic design of freeii 
try from the enemy or perishing in l 
For this purpose, disguised in tlie 
Etrurian |Mjasant, and armed with 
he entered the camp of the Etrurian 
up to the place where Porscnna was 
troops, with a secretary by his sid 
taking the latter for the king, he s 
to the heart, and being immediately 
ed was brought back into the ro) 
Upon Porsenna's demanding who 1 
the cause of so heinous an action, N 
out reserve, acknowledged his coui 
design, and at the same time thrust 
hand into a fire that burnt upon an 
him, " You see (cried he) how litt 
** the severest punishment your cn 
*• flict upon me. A Roman knows 
" and how to suffer : I am not the 
*« you have to fear ; three hundred o; 
" youth, like me, have conspired y< 
** tion —therefore prepare for theii 
Porsenna, awed by his intrepidity, 
ing too noble a mind himself not 
bravery and viituc though found ii 
ordered him to be safely conduct 
Rome, and fired with an enthusia 
lion of a country that produced si 
offered them conditions of peace, 
now readily accepted on their sid 
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^^^'^<^'^ dkgraceful, except that twentf 
jPme dcinanded ; — ten foung men, and 
f Virgins, of the best fumilies in Romei. 
% IB this ii^tauce also, as if the softet 
I resolyed lo evince an equid diigree ol" 
'.wth the other, Clelia, one of the hos- 
fcaping from her guards, and iKuinting 
rway to the re&t m her female compa- 
fwam across the Tiber on horseback, 
ihowers of darts from the enemy, icnd 

unhurt* Immediittely presenting her- 
the consul> this magi stmt e, feanng the 
ences of detaining her, ordered her to 
J back ; upon whicli, Porsennai that he 
if>t be excelled in generosity i not only 
rher liberty, but permitted her to choose 
' die hostages of the male ^x^ as she 
Jltnk fit to attend her. On her part* she* 
the modeaiy of a Roman virgin, selected 
\ were under fourteen, alleging, that 
ider age was leiist citpable of sustaining 
urs of confinement. 

iiin beheld with chagrin and despair the 
ice that was thus forming between Por- 
id the Romans ; and fearful lest his inte- 
3uld be wholly sacrificed, projected the 
of Clelia and her companions on their 
:k, judging that such an act of violence 
ekindle the almost extinguished flames of 
From an ambuscade he attacked the 
ivhich, though weak and taken by sur- 
efended themselves long enough to re- 
sistance from a detachment of the Etru- 
►r rather Clusians. Porsenna himself 
p, and this perfidious action estranged 

ever from the Tarquins. He retired 

frooJi 



from the Roman tcrritor}- without exacting (x6 
them any conditions ; and, knowing them to 1 
i« the greatest necessity , with equil genemsi 
and defjcacy, he ordei^d his soldien; to leave \ 
the provisions in the camp, and presented Cle 
with a ^Jeautiiul horse superbly caparison^ 
The Romans, to evince their gratitude, raise* 
statue 10 Porsenna, and sent hmi an ivory cha 
a sceptre, a crown of gold, and a triuinpl 
robe. Mutius, surnamed Sc^vola, or tlie k 
hattf^id^ from his being incapacitated from usi 
his right, received also both useful and hono' 
able presents from the republic Tlie rem© 
brance of the generosity oi For senna was tra. 
nutted from iige to age, by the form establisl; 
in the sale of public effects, which a herald p 
n ounce d by saying, " These are the effects 
For senna/' 

Few remarkable transactions happened aj 
this for about five years, if we except sev< 
victories obtained over ttie Sabines, %vho w 
obliged to purchase a peace* The consuls, 
deed, obtained two triumphs over them, and i 
first ovation that had been seen in Rome, wh 
differed from a triumph in tliese resji^cts, d 
in an ovation, the general entered the city 
foot, and not in a chariot ; that he was met 01 
by the knights and patricians, and not by 1 
senators in their robes j that his dress was 1 
magnificent, and that his cro\sTi, instead of bq 
composed of laurel, was made of myrtle* FostI 
mius, who overcame the Sabines, w^as the^ 
to w^hom was decreed this ksscr kind of triumj 
because his success had not been obtained bul 
the expence of a former defeat* Some other 1 



dUtfaed and unshaken ; tlic charms of 
f'idU maintained unabated dominion over 
irti By means of his son-hi-law, Mani- 
iltirred up the Latins to espouse his in- 
imd took the most convenient opportu- 
when the plebeians and senators were 
i amongst each other, to make head 
t Rome. After having united twenty- 
nims in his confederacy abroad, by large 
, he also found means to win over a very 
Tul party of the poorer sort of Roman citi- 
Mrho indeed had many real causes of dis- 
t to disgust them, and to which they 
J only a moderate stimulus to give vent. 
Romans, under their kings, had only 
ays of subsisting— -by agricidture and by 
r : in short, they lived either by labour 
ir own lands, or by reaping the harvests 
had been sown by their enemies. Soon, 
er, after the expulsion of the royal family, 



AexVP il^«^ ''^ '^-L. weaned *«» ' ^„\\, 

" *^ t\ieV ^^'■^'- frit W"**^ .1 l.nitT 

:„„ Ui'P^'^'', ^ ,Lx ■ '■■• .1,1-. *liO«l' 

tberef"';* 'Tdecrfce of th« *^^ t^e fie' 




rtf atl^iiing, tliat onljf fudi 
. m thought fit u> fflve in theff 
t rh(j iv*t 8lif)iild be trciiteJ wkh 
J en fit h, they riiiru'! to thr rcsA>lu- 
he impi'uJtng evil by deluy^ and 
rdor, tJiat no debtor t^liould Iki 
g the amumuncc of the wnr* 
^ever» to whom xiw tjcnsite of* 
niTou ai a favour, refused k with 
jonteinpt* 'lliciy km»w that thli 
Miing ihut grievujice whidr won Id 
them with itierejinod seventy % 
Uie uj>pr(^^ch nf the: enemy h^tj 
M JufUte what they would le^utne 
row dlOtiM bi} ovefp and thc«« 
made them persist in their de- 
number of UK nmlcantifnti In* 
lottT -f a ad many of ih^r citi^etis, 
rr poor nor tnvolved in tlrbt, ttu- 
lews and supported the claims of 
is» either from a consciousness of 
' their demands, or from the na- 
lich all men have to brook their 

mce, therefore, the. senate, who 
mwealth upon tlie brink of ruin, 
an expedient, whicli, though 
le present emergency, in a course 
fatal to the republic of Rome, 
iiding their authority insufficient, 

f>le to elect a temporary magis- 
d have absolute powar, not only 
of the state, but even over the 
i. The plebeians, who held the 
rence, readily consented, willing 
own power for the sake of abridg- 
ing 



i 



ing that of their superiors ; aiid Titas 
was created the first dictator* of Rom^ 
\%ns this high officer called )» beine nom 
it by his colleague in the consulship. ' 
people, who could not bear even to 
name of king mentioned, readily submi 
magistrate possessed of unlimited po 
much do names impose on the judem 
so little is any form of government tne 
dislike when it coincides with popular pi 
lliis was the first intermission of the 
power, about ten years after it had b< 
blished. 

Lartius being thus created dictator, a 
Spurius Cassius master of the horse, am 
upon his office, surrounded with his \\c\ 
all the ensigns of ancient royalty. Seatei 
upon a throne in the midst of the peoph 
he ordered the levies to be made, and hi 
mandate was obeyed without rcluctanc 
populace looked with awe and revercnc( 
magistrate whom they had invested wit 
trollable power, and each went peac 
range lilnwelf under his respective s 
The Latins, being informed of this ir 

* To be dictator, it was necessary to have been I 
and the power of that magistrate could only 1. 
nnr.ths ; durirg which, however, he noniinated ti 
o;Ti'e«, assurrrn the tomnnur.d of the army, of J** 
the rr.asrcr or gtpfr*! of the cavahy, wiirm he n'vf 
h f eritrr'^ce intooffne. In a word, he was absolute 
the Jc 'inics ot h'.s countiv, nor was he re^ponsib 
part o ^ : lopj jrt, after nc retired fr..ni ofhce. T 
strlc**.ops to u:,.rh he was Juhject were, thut hi 
TTm::fto *'} le.ive !'' y, ar^d that he could r 
i.i- hcr:e withi^t h.ving first obtained the conM 
fcipe! 

rcA 
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whkh itreiigUicncJ ihc harnis of 
eat: to ^ucb an Hma/ing dcgmcct brgan 
'*, the cxpcc tuitions which they hiiti con- 
lU ill vx sums, Tl«!y uccerdmgly 
^ _ ^ to lijjtcu lo fta accomnm^;aiant 
i^ proposed on tlie liidc of Rome, aivd ;t 
M agreed npciu between them for h fear. 
^ who had W'a isent tt> oppo^ the ene- 
Umed with hxa iirniy to Ronje t ;!md bi,"- 
j*9mdiA wcitr e&pii-ed, the time limited 
•< oCm^ be bid dg\m the dict^itur&hip, 
» reputJliaii of huvUig eierct^Hl thta high 
ritli kiUty :ind mode riLti oil. 
jnuances, however, required that the 
liiin|f there should be ^luather dictator; 
ifid Postlmmiu^ Uiveikted witli that office* 
dbg out the Romans to prosecute ilie 
h tlie Latin^p U[hil\ the cipiration of the 
•rwcen them* \Vi? ;ire told, that, coming 
I them near tlie lake Regillusi he giive 
complete overthroips, though tliey were 
double his tmmbcr j aiid that scarcely a 
of their army escaj>ed alive from the 
It would be uninteresting* however, 
ious, to give the particulars of the va- 
igagements of this warlike people in the 
of their empire, while valour alone, ra- 
an conduct, decided the fortune of the 

v«i the last despairing eflfbrt of the Tarquini. The 
t of the expelled prince weie all brave, and adopted 
wsolutioD of recoTering their father*i kingdom, or 
• the field. After peifbrniing prodigies of valour, 

■moog the dead, and with them the lait bopea 
nmk alto to riae no more. He now retirtd to l' 
^Utodcmus, in Campania, where he died, at tbt > 
■gt of ninety years. 
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dAf* In tKii l)4ttle, Unwcvcr, wc arc to 

die dictntar cast one o{ Uie c^nxigni amt 

enemy, to tncitc hta mm t7 a b<3d atter 

itft recovery ; wr iirc told aUo, that the 

were onlereti to be t;4kt*n off the bones, tl 

might charge with greater furjr. Genen 

cool J give such Jfrections might hat^ be 

men, but, nccorJing to our tdea^, woal 

proved very b;td commanders. Never 

they fought Bguinst ;in enemy more ij 

than Uiemsdves; so tJiat the Lattn^i, a 

ledglng their superiority, implored -a trtt< 

more, and tlie dictator, sifter :i txiump 

down his Jiuthoritjv as in the former CMC 

The sol Jierji* bmng n'ttimed fn>m da 

in triumph, had some reason to expect a 

sion o£ their debts, and to enjoy th^t snl3 

tliem selves whkh they had procnred ihr tl 

11 c^ Contrary to their hope^, htiwevi 

courts of justice "were opened against thei 

the pi-osecution of creditors revived xvii} 

than usual severity* This soon evcitec 

murmurs ; and the senate, who i^Tre not 

sihlc that they werv deserved, in order 

prepaix*dj chose Appius Cl*niJiuiSj a n 

austere manners, a strict ob:'?ei'ver of til 

and of unshaken iiitrcpidity, for one t^f tl 

suls I he year ensuing : but, at the s^me tJ 

temper his severity, tliey gave hirr* for ^ col 

Sevvilin*;, a man of a humane and girntle 

sition, and as much beloved by tlie popu 

Appius was the object of their aversion-. 

the complaints of the people therefore c 

be deliberated upon, these two magistra 

it may be supposed, were entirely of c^ 

opinions. Servilius, commiserating the dia 




jtfr wm for iibolii»hiug all dt^btn, or 411 
dimmi&li^ng tJie imcii^t upon them, 
on tlyp othvT hand» wit!) hl% natttml sc* 
^iutkt£*d tli;it tht? liiw* of liiii country iJiout J 
jpviolitbl)' Qb^*>rvG4t and iliiii lighu'iiing iLii 
1 frrtm ihosiL'! who owed motley was but 
ling U upon tliDSic tu w)k>jti it wan diK% 
it would be encrouruging Ui^ t'xtrav^^;trir 
*" jdk% at lla* tx pence of the industnoui* 
frwgij i arid tlut every new cnmplKUK(> 
? *timU*, lis lud beoi* evidenced oefore, 
increoiie the insolent demands of the 

^ cittKtii)(t being apprmed of the distcordant 
ltent!i oi* iheir cous^uU, in r<cg;ird to their 
iLuntSf 1o;tded Scrviliu^ wtth every mark of 
tudpi while thcT every-where pursued Ap- 
iritli tJirasiU ana imprecations. Tliey began 
lemhle afre^ili, to !iold i^ccret cabah [>/ 
» und to nieJit^Ue soiiTr new revolution* 
an io;lc)oked4V>r ?iprrtur]<- ol dr stress rou&ed 
leir pai^joiut, und m (snce fanned tlieir 
id resentment into Hame. 
Roman soldier, decrepit and aged, laden 
:hains, yet slicwing in his air the marks oi' 
• days, sought an asylum in the midst of the 
e, as tlicy were assembled on a public oc- 
u He was covered with rags ; his face was 
and wasted with famine ; his beard, whicii 
>ngand neglected, and his hair in wild dls- 
, rendered liis appearance silll more ghastly 
h interesting. He was known, however. 
Ajgallant man, who had often been valiant 
&ld ; he sliewed the scars which he had 
ed in battle, and the marks of recent 
If which still continued bleeding. The 
li '2 compusiion 
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compassion of the multitude was warmly 
cited at this sad spectacle, but much more when 
he told them his story. Having borne arms in 
the last war against the Sabines, his little pain* 
mony t^-us not only neglected* but tlie enemy 
had plundered his substance, and set his houss 
on fire* In this situation he was forced for subr 
slstence to contract debts, and then obliged to 
sell his inheritance to discharge them ; but a 
part still remaining unpaid, his unfeeling credi- 
tor had dragged him to prison, where he wns 
not only laden with chains, but torn with the 
whips of the executioner, who was ordered to 
tcrment him. This account, and his wouudsi 
which were still fresh, produced an instaEtane- 
ous uproar among the people ; they flew to takt 
revenge not only on the dellnqnentj but on the. 
general body of their oppressors* Appius had 
the good fortune to find safety by flight. Sci^ 
viiiusp laying aside the marks of consular powcTi 
threw himself into the midst of the tumult, «fc-^ 
treated, flattered, commanded them to patiences 
engaged to have their wrongs redressed by rfii 
senate ; promised that he himself 'would »eaU 
ously support their cause ; and in the mean tinW| 
to convince them of the sincerity of his intea 
tions, made proclamation, that no citizen should 
be arrested for debt until the senate should v 
further directions. 

The influence of Serv^ilius, for this 
served, in some measure^ to appease the 
Trmrs of the people ; and the senate wsis 
to hepin their deliberations, when woi 
brinnrbt that an army of Volscians was mmrtl 
tntr directly towards Rome. This was an e¥< 
V liich the populace had wished with the mi 

ardd 



dpn; ami tliry now resolvixl to 
g«?^ how IStile Uie power of the 
11* when umiipporicil by the *»irsefi|fth of 
tituUe. Accordingly^ whcii tJw: kvy 
|be m»det tlit-7 un^tmmoujily refused (o 
rhile those wht> hiiJ been impmoned for 
ewifig thiMT chairrs, a^Ved, wkh an in- 
jTiilt> " whether these were tlie weaponi 
ich tlie^' were to fuce tlie enemy," 
1^ In Utis state of iinarchy within, smd oi 
frd invanion from without* wah upon tJie 
rtirn^ when ServlUus, wlio, in the capa- 
onsuh WLis to eommund the army, once 
lewcd his entreaties with the people) not 
; hi in iti thi^r exigence* To s<HJthe thenj 
1^ he iHfued u new edict, tliat doeitijten 
li iiT) prisoned during the eontinitance of 
I and *tRsurcd thi^m, tlKit* up4>n tliuir 
P^y hhojdd h;ivc pleniiry redress i^f iheif 
|U» By these conciliatory meaiiitx-Ji, m 
fy dbf affection which the people Inid to 
nij he once more preVfdlcU, The citi" 
flc in crowd* to enrol themielves under 
Hand ; he led them to meet ihc enemy, 
,ed a con)plotL? victoiv* ButHrull ihcisf 
wed their courage in the engagement) 
tors and former malcontents were tlie 
•nspicuous. Servllius, to recompense 
ivery, gave them the plimder of the 
camp, without reserving, as was usual, 
of it for the treasury ; and this act of 
lificence offendhig the avaricious and 
I-«trong senate, induced thenu unon his 
» refuse him the honours of a triumph, 
ic people, however, in de(5;mge of oppo# 
ecreed him. 

f! ; The 



The terrors of the enemy being thusreir 
the former cruelties were renewed. A 
still fierce and uncomplying, again auth 
the creditors to renew their severity, ai 
debtors were dragged to prison, and insul 
before. In vain did they implore the assi 
of Servilius, who, mild and flexible, re 
too much of his power to Appius. In vj 
they claim the promises made them by l 
nate ; for that body, deaf to their criei 
debtors pursued, even into the forum, b^ 
merciless creditors, and prevented only 1 
multitude from being dragged to prison, 
approach of an enemy, stifi more numeroi 
that which had be«i lately conquered, re 
the acrimony of their vengeance. The S 
the ^qui, and the Volscians, as if willing 
cond tlie views of the peojple, again made 
irruption, while the citizens ^solutely i 
to enlist, till their grievances were com 
removed. 

The commonwealth being in this dar 
situation, the senate was obliecd to have n 
to the usual method of redress, by crej 
dictator. Appius, who advised the m 
hoped that he should have been chosen ; 
senate, sensible of his unpopularity and vi 
chose Manlius Valerius, an ancient sen 
man of a mild and merciful character, 
loved by the people, and descended fp 
great deliverer whose name he bore. V 
who secretly inclined to the plebeian part] 
Quintus, the brother of their great idol 
lius, f(ir his master of the ht^rse ; and, 
1)1 ing the others, assured them, that 
would follow him freely, their grievances 



1 lo much revered by the people, that sl ■ 

ot only dreaded its resentment, but seemed tl - 

ik its promises binding. They therefore J' 

id themselves at his order, and, marcliin^; '■'** 
tthc enemy, quickly reduced them to sub- 
; such lands as had been taicen from them 

divided among tlie soldiers, according to . || i 

LCt. 

m his return, the Dictator requested the 
to perform what he had so solemnly I 

'd his word to obtain : but Appitis, still ' 

ite, refused to comply, reprojiching him 
I mean condescension to the multitude, 
■inging over the majority of the senate to 
inion. Valerius, therefore, finding he was 
! to contend with so powerful a body, laid 
his office, alleging, that it was time for ill ]l 

man of seventy to consult his case rather II ffl 

o form an imavailing opposition. *" " 

these reiterated breaches of faith the pco- 



sol Fed stiU to keep them in the fields nnder pn 
teiice that the enemy i^as jet unsubduedt an 
preparing for new invasions. In this exfgeucj 
the soldiers were at a loss how to act j tlie mil 
tary oath, which they had taten upon enllstiiu 
forbade their laying down their arms, or forsaJ 
ing their standards ; and yet thetr receat injt 
ries restrained tliem from taking the field. Stee: 
in^ however bet^veen both extremes, they n 
solved to quit a city whidi gave thern no pre 
tection, and to form a tiew establishment witi 
out its limits- They, therefore^ removed thd 
ensigns, changed their commander, and, unde 
the conduct oT a plebeian, named Sicinlus Bellii 
tus, retired to a mountain^ from thence ciille 
the Mons Sacer, on the banks of die river Anic 
about three miles &om Rome. 

The news of this defection filled the ctty wiii 
tumult and consteraatioii ; those who wishei 
well to the people made all the attempts the; 
could to scale the wallsj in order to join it* fo 
the gates were sliat by the senate's directioc 
The fatliers, w^ho had sons among the mutineer* 
reproached tlieir degeneracy ; wives lamented 
tlie absence of their husbands j and all appre 
hended a civil war. The senate was not less agi 
tated than the rest ; some were for violent mea 
stues, and repelling force by force, at the hea< 
nf whom was Appius ; others were of opinion 
that gentler arts were to be used, and that ev« 
a victory over such enemies would be worse tJiai 
jL defeat* At length, the milder alternative pre 
vailing^ It was resolved to send a messenger ttt 
t reciting the people to return home, and declare 
thnr grievances, promising, at the same time^ 
un oblivion of all that had passed. This mc^ 



atcd by the :^rmy with disdain ; *o 
itir were now (o boj^in afresh to con- 
MTO^ier steps to be taten, und, in this 
hat would be the leait evil of the 

u 

jly, after choosing^ new consuls^ 
lot done without difficulty, they en- 
thc ddibenitt*>n with nn eamestnea 

impottiince of tht* cause. Mcnenlus 
le of the %viscst and l>est of the se- 
of opinion, that the peopk were tci 

in tnefr reasonable wishes; because 
dominions could ncidier be extended 
ed without their active assistnnce- 
: tat or Valerius seconded bin opuiiou# 
nth unusual to one of his geiUJL' tem- 
anced age. He upbraidea the Ncnate 
[uplicityi and urged the necessity of 
; Hniinng tbost" LulvHTnti^jrt^s wliicb the 
letermined to engross. Appius, on 
land, still adhering to his despotic 
leclaimed with great violence against 
I smallest concessions to the multi- 
3bserved, that if they granted to the 
»n enemies, what they had refused 

friends, it would be an argument of 
and not their justice ; that tlie young 
nd their clients were still able to de- 
:y, even though its ungrateful inha- 
iild desert it ; that the multitude ne- 

where to stop in its demands, and 
concession would be productive of 
s and louder importunities. The body 
tors, to whom chiefly the people were 
ily wanted the speciousness of such 
to cover their avarice ; those of the 

younger 



counigc m aoDatc, saw tne necessity tncre i 
for complying with the people, in order to ] 
vent sucli violent measures as the senate n 
hastenirig into, for tliat day, broke up the 
sembly; at the same time intimating to 
younger part of the senators, that, i£ they 
not behave with more moderation for the futi 
a law should he preferred, preventing all un 
a certain age from being admitted into tha 
lustrious body- 

This threat had its effect at their next m 
ing, where, notwithstanding the stubborn op 
sition of Appius, and the terrible blow that ' 
about to be given to the fortunes of many of 
members, it was resolved to enter into a tre 
with tlie people, and to make them such of 
as should induce them to return to their a 
giance and their homes. Ten commissior 
-nere accordingly deputed, at the head of wh 
were Lartius and Valerius, who had been du 
t<^rs ; ar.d Menenius Aerippa, equally loved 
the senate and the people. . The dignity and 
popularity of these ambassadors procured th 
a ver)' respectable reception among the soldii 
and a long conference commenced betwi 
them. Lartius and Valerius employed all th 
(Oratory on the one hand ; while Sicinius and J 
cius Junius, who were the spokesmen of the s 
diery, aggravated their distresses with all tj 
masculine eloquence which natural ability a 
the sense of injury inspire. The conference o 
tinned fi^r a long time, when Menenius Aerip 
N' ho had been originally a plebeian, a snre\ 

factiiv 



9tk own, they all, with common consent, 
A to revolt agiiinst the belly : they knew | 

lOiit they said, why they should toil from !t 

^till night in its service, while the belly, ' 

mean time, lay at its ease in the midst ol 
1II9 and indolently grew fat upon their hi- 
accordingly, they agreed to support it no 
The feet vo^^^ed they would carry it no 
: and the teeth averred they would not 
I morsel of meat, though it were placed 
in them. Thus resolved, tliey for some 
hewed their spirit, and kept their rcsolu- 
3Ut soon they found, that, instead of mor- 
the belly by these means, they only un- 
jm^elves ; they languished for a while, and 
red, when too late, that it was owing to 
Xj that they had strength to work, or cou- 
) mutiny." 

5 fable, the application of which is ob- 
had an instantaneous effect upon the peo- 









who should have power to plead tlie 
communrtyt and to redress the mjut 

The people* who arc ever biasied 
iiion Gi' Uic last speaker, highly up 
propoial, which however tlie commi 
lujt arithority to comply with ; tlie 
icmt tc) Rome to receive tlie instruc 
*cnatc, who, distracted with iotesii: 
and hanijscd by complaints horn w 
Temlvtd to have peace^ at whatso* 
should !>e oUtaineo. Accordingly^ a 
voice, I hey consented to the cre-ati< 
descnpti^^m of officers^ who were ca 
tff I At i^ropk*^ Applus alone pro 
vehemence against the adoption of ti 
UB he had from the commezicemeiit 
contt^it* 

Tlie tribunes of the people were 
la number, though afterwards the 
increased by the addition of five o 
were always annually elected by the 
generally from tlieir body. Thej ha 
of suinulling all such decrees of ti 
they' considered inimical to the peo 
*hew their readiness to protect the t 
IQ roceive com plat nts a£ they occ 
doon stood open night and day> 1 
Jiad" their srjtts placed before the d 



* The tetmt of peace wbkb were ntm ndi 
'< That the Cribanet of cbe people tbould be < 
•ervile offices to which cituens were ocherwUi 
no one should itrike him, or cause him to be sti 
If any one infringed this law, he should be de 
hif property confiscated to the sfrvice of the 
and if any one killed a tribune^ any person lliot 
to cake off the murderer.*^ 
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•ciute-hcm«e ; and bcmg called in, they pro- 
ceeded to examine every decree^ annulling ii by 
diitvord vciOf I forbid it; or confirming it by 
-=— *— the letter T, which gave h validity. Their 
wcnr to be sacred ; and* though they were 
disdnguisbed by any of tlie ensigns of oHice, 
mt^i a^ uic ciirulc chair, or the lictors who 
tttended upon other magistratcst yet their power 
wa* greatly superior^ having a negative vote 
mptm all decrees of the senate, They were, how- 
evert to have no authoritv without the walls of 
tbt dSj ; and it was unlaiA^iil for them to be 
tibviit from it a day : but what still more dl- 
iprnisHed lli€ir power was, dial any one of tlieir 
fttimlieT could put a negative upon the measures 
d the T€%t ; and this was afterwaids found the 
artful method of opposing diem ; for one 
i€/mt to the senate* rendered the attempts 
tbe Test abortive. In short, they proved tlie 
Iflsie of the public peace, and often occasioned 
greater disorders than they were elected to 
suppress, 

"riiis new office being thus instituted, 
Sicimus Bellutus, Lticius Jiinms, Caius ^^^^ 
Licinitis, Albinus, and Icilius Ruga, were 
l3sc first tribtmes chosen by the suffrages u q 
oTihe people* The senate also made an 1*3 s. 
edict conhmiing the abolition of debts : 
md now all things ^^^^K i^^Justed on boih sides, 
the people^ after having sacriEced to the Cod i^ of 
ibi iicred mountain, returned in iriiim]>h to 
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TTITHERTO we have seen the people m 
B^^^B agiiinst the eiorfaitant power of 
senate ; hm now comTncnces a period m wl 
the sertnle had to contend w^itnst the ljicre.TJ| 
power of the people ; a period m which the^ 
ter, beginnm|f to feel their own forcc^ and bi 
put mtD mot ion f like an incTx*:ismg tx^rrent, I 
do\TO an before them with trresistihle vio!e( 
The first advantage the trihiincs obuimedi ' 
a permission to choose from among the pd 
two annual officers, a^ assistants in the fiiriJ 
of their duty. These were called jEdilei,! 
part of their business consisted in taking call 
the public buildings, aqueducts, and sewers 1 1 
likewise in determining some causes^ that ( 
hitherto been subject to the cognisance of 
consuls only, Tuef i^Trc to notice thote 1 
held more land than the laws allowed th^m 
curb all public immoralities, and abolish 1 
sances ; to provide com and oil in times ol 
mine, and to prevent any monopolies whick 
avaricbus might be tempted to maie to die I 
lie detriment. The people, having obtained u 
vast privileges, and all their clamours b^ 
hushed, now marched against the Volsci and^ 
tiates ; took Conoli, one of their chief tot! 
and (oon after overthrew the enemy with s 



i^cr. In thU battle M^uos. afierwardb 
Bun^ CoHolaiiiis, pitrticuWly distjnguisBed 
iself. Thk man was of ;i {>atnci;ai fkmilf^ 
it f>roud of nuik and succ^s, bebeUi with m- 
laaitoa tlie ciicroadiinenLs of the tribani?* ; 
I an oppoitunky was soou oflcred of avowing 
jptiocipks- 

rhe peopk, being rendcmd more turbulent 
tlie condcsccubion of tlie senate, and by a 
uDph over the cncnay, soon afccT found 
ulier occasioa to sicw their aptitude to cLsi^ 
ur- During the Lite secession, tillage h^id 
a entirely iieglcctedt and a famini? was the 
im'qucncef tlic eiisrung season* Tlie senate 
all lljat lay in tlmv power to rejne dy the 
I ; but the poopk*, pinclied widi want, and 
Img to throw the blaiuc on any but them- 
fea^ ascribed rhe whole f>f their dUtress to tlie 
Itjce of the patricians ; who, having purchased 
the com* as wnn allege dr intended to iadi.ni- 
f themselves for the abolition of debts, by 
ling it at an eidianced price. But this wa^ 
E aB that wai Uiid to tlieu' charge, Tlic sc- 
ic^ tn order to leiiscn the number of citr/ens In 
^ time of famine, had sent many of theni t j 
lixra^, a city of the Volscians, which had lately 
m. much depopulated by a plague. This ex- 
ed an univerjsal clamour among die people, 
lich the tribtines took care to aggravate, Ac- 
rdingly they urged tJiat tins was only an art- 
, method of removing such citizens as \vcre 
noiious to the nobles ; that it was little else 
m banishing the bravest men of the state 
thaut an oirence ; and tlius, by wTakening the 
cfigth of the people, to increase their own. 
m& reports being industriously propagatetl, 
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ail asseinbly wan called. In which the eonsSI 

the tribunes by turn!* h^initigued the pcopU 
foncest nian;i^^d with so much impcniosi 
hoUi sides, every moment grew Wivrmcr 
consuls insisted, that the tribuness h4.d no 
to address tlie assembly i the tribunes, oj 
other hund, asserted that their office was »3 
and that they ought not to be impeded in 
duty* In this the people unanimoujdy co 
red f for whatever their leiidcrs thought 
propose, they were ready to rat iff : a law, 1 
fore, was made, that no man slum Id dart 
teiTupt the tribunes while they spoke to tlic 
pie t a law, which g^reatly increased their p" 
as nov% from taking the assembly's instruc 
they were authorised to direct tltem. 

The city, after this, enjoyed a transient e 
some of tlie people retired to their hotw 
support famine with patience and re*ignii 
while others made incursions upon the et 
and itnumed with the spoil* But abimd 
soon after renewed in tl^em that turhu 
which die continuance of the famine h^ 
pressed, but not removed, A large fleet of 
hidcn with com from Sicily, a great ps 
which WHS a present from Gelon, the ki 
that island, to tlic Romnns, and the rest 
chased by the senate with the public m 
raised their spirits once more, and inflamed 
eagerness for dissension. When it came 
debated in the senate, in what manner this 
iiupply should be distributed, violent div 
arose. Some were for supplying the poore 
with a sufficient Quantity" gratis ; others 
for selling it at a low pnce, and thus to 
burse the treasury ; but when it came I 



•M die state divided between two pow- 
MMe disGensions only sen-e to hara!>s il 
ove? Can we tumcly bear to see 
Si ffive laws in Rome, and rule wiili 
rolled power, when we could not stoop 
;s ? li the factious and turbulent are 
og to live at Rome, let tliem retire 
lore to the sacred mountain ; it is bet- 
to govern, if we must share our coni- 
vith the dregs of the people." A speech 
nator)', and so violent, rekindled all the 
dissension. The multitude, in the fury 
esentment, would have fallen upon the 
dy of the senate ; but the tribunes re- 
their mge, and directed it to Coriola- 
m they condemned to be thrown from 
leian rock, the usual punishment of 
Nevertheless he remained unshaken : 
id m;ide him intrepid, frugal, and in- 
and to these dispositions he added the 
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tn from c:ich othefp and ordering 
jd give their votes separaiely, an J 
fes> aj since the time of Hostiliusi 
€11 the custom. This, as has been 
narked, was depriving the patrU 
m influence, suice the numben^ af 
^Fcre sure to prevail : however, the 
Jtg to identify the cause of Corio 
?ir own, at last consented to this 
ler in the plebeians ; but, to make 
mding him to the last, the consul 
Uted the rostnim in his favour, tit- 
le services he had done the state j 
!W words, escaping in the heat of 
, to be attended to j and concluded 
that the whole senate were petl- 
cause, and desimd the tribunes, 
Id closely adhere to their promised 
( namely, his ainimg at sovereign 
this Stcinius the tribune replied, 
urge against the gttilty, all things, 
or description, tliat should tend 
guilty ; that the state had too 
from his influence, and his number 
; to use every means of bringing 
; that he owed much more to ^he 
republic, than to any vain com-, 
he senate ; and that the very at- 
jss the power of the people, who 
;ht to govern themselves, was a 
lanus, upon this, presented him- 
; people, with a degree of intre- 
rited the highest admiration. His 
n, his manly eloquence, joined to 
ose whom he had saved from the 
ed the auditors tp relent. He 

began 
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begun by rccoUTitmg all the battles he tad 11 
and the diiFenent posts he had sustaine 
shew^ed the various crowns which had 
given him by his generals, as rewards 
mail ; and exposed to view the niiin] 
wounds he had received in acquiring thei 
related all the breaches he had entered, 9 
the lives he had sjved, calling out to s 
were present, to bear ^^ itness to the truth 
recital* " Speak (said he), you whom 
*' served in trouble t And do you come f<] 
** whom I have rescued from the fetters 
'* enemy, and presented with liberty and 
These, with the most moving protestatioi 
treated their friends to spare that life by 
tliey lived | and, if there were to be an o: 
for public resentment, they themselves 
ready to die for him, 

A defence like this, supported with £ 
boldness which conscious innocence m 
moved ever)^ hearer with a wish to pardon; 
cried out, tliiit so brave a man deser 
triumph J not death ; and tliat his very tri 
a national disgrace- The ^e^ddy though 
multitude were going therefore to absolve 
when Decius, one of the tribnnes, a n 
fiucnt eloquence> rose itp to reply* " In 
" ever manner (cried he) we maybe pre^ 
" by the senate from urging tliose speeches 
" were made amongst that august body, t| 
** to destroy the privileges of the people, y 
<* we are not unprovided : we decline t 
" vating what Coriolanus has said ; wc 
" facts, which we call upon the accused t( 
•♦ himself of. We have an ancient law an 
<< Ub, that all plunder, taken from the e 



JPdaveSj cattle, and provisions, was 
it^ ret the public were neither the 
IT the richer for it : it \v:is divided 
it friends and followers ; men whom, 
f he only intended to enrich, to be 
er able to secure our ruin. It has 
n the practice of tyrants to begin 
of ambition, by forming a numerous 
partisans, who are willing to lose 
^gard in private emolument. Here, 
; ground our charge ; let him, if he 
y tlie fact ; and let him bring proofs, IB 

ainly shewing his scars, but by con- 
us of liis innocence." This charge 
ly unexpected : Coriolanus had, in 
the people refused to enlist, issued 
lead of his clients, and plundered the 
lo had made incursions up to the very 
ome. These spoils, which were so 
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and Cnnolanu* was coademned to p^rpcti] 

exile* 

Never did the fickle populace testify a slnci 
joy, even in triumphing over a vaiiqui&hed 
my^ than they did upon this occasion, havii 
a manner totally' annihilated the power of 
siiiate ; smce henceforward ibcy assumed a 1 
of suTninoning any of the individuals of 
body before them, whom they thought pn 
to accuse. The Eienate, on the other iiand» 
themselves reduced to an abject dependence i 
the multitude ; deprived of all secmity to i 
person*^, and all their former rights of bei 
judged by their com peers. This ^ntencc agaii 
their bravest defender stnick their vphole ba 
with sorrow, constematlont and dismay, < 
riohmus alone, in tlie mtdst of the tumult, see 
cd an unconcerned spectator. He retom 
home, followed by the lamentations of hondu 
of die most respectable senators and citireiii 
Rome, to take a lasting leave of his wif^l 
children » and his mother Veturia, While tH 
m the first transports of sorrow, bung rd| 
him in agony at parting, he, with a manly fi 
titude, tore himself from their embraces ; i 
liorting them to bear their fate with fortitm 
and to tliink of him no more* Then reco 
mending his children to their care, and all to t 
protection of Heaven, he left the city, attend 
by the senate to the very gateii, to take refa 
iimong tlie enemies of Rome, In this manr 
tbf plebeians, v^"ho had obtained tribunes men 
for their own defence, employed diose very tl 
^^i titrates to annoy others ; and, by insensible < 
^ecs, stripped the patricians of all their fcirm 
irivi leges. So common it is for slaves to h 

cat 
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id die persecEted to be scmirges 
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an outcase from hU country^ 
for u s.ife retreat th^iTt for an oppor* 
mgeaucc, AH his foitJtuiie, and the 
uticms of his uriother, were not able 
■^e resentment of his wrongs, or his 
fishing hi^ enemies, even tl^iou^h it 
I cotintry in niiti. TuUus Attiu^, a 
at power among the Volsci, and a 
ny to die Romans, seemed to him a 
fnt to assist h\s revenge* Resolving 
> him, he enters Aniium, tiie ciijr 
us commanded^ by nio^ht ; ^nd, going 

his house, seated himself near the 
the hoti!»ehold gods i a place whkht 
lion of tlie counti^r, was held sacred, 
ig informed that a stranger, with an 
ity far hej^ond what '^ns common* 

refuge in his houses came and de- 
ft name and basinesa, ** My name 
.' Roman) is Caius Marciiis : my sur- 
[^oriolanus 5 the only reward tliat re- 
' all my services. I am banished 
r being a friend to it f I am come to 
gc here, where I have ever been an 

l£ you are willing to make use oi 
ces, you shall find me grateful: if 
grilling to revenge the injuries I have 
i, behold me prepared." 
struck with the dignity and kno¥m 

Coriolanus, stretched out his hand 
f amity, and insundy espoused his 
ie first thing therefore to be done was 
he Volsci to break the league which 
made with Rome ; in order to el^ 

feet 
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*>ct thr«, ind yet preitrv*; the nmhUnce af jy 
tlct, Tullus *em many af hh iiti/.eji"* tft ftonrt 
to attend ionie gamci ar that time eHcbratiB 
but in the mean time gave xhc senate? pma 
forni;iti<nit th»t ihu wtninger* had caiiccivi 
dsirigcmm d^MKit of Uiiminc the chy* 
stratugcm had the de!*»red effect i ;>nd the * 
isviK^d an order, that nil itranger^ ihmitd 
p'ATt from Rome before surt-set. Tullui, mi 1 
oilwr handi repriiEiited this order to ht« conn 
try nun, as an mfrtctiofi of the trtwity, and i 
cured an cmbaft^y to be Kent to Romei compu 
ing of Uie breach of hostpiLalky i and rt-demmid 
ing ai] the tenitor ie:4 belonging to ihc Volscian^ 
tn which they h^id been vjolifntlf di*p(*s*e ^' 
declaring wur in caie of a refufcaU Tlii* 
%'A^Q wai treated by the ncnate with coiio 
the^ bade the ambiuswdor^ inform their ca 
tneti, that menaces could not intimidate thirl 
HKiiiK, who would km> with their iwordi i 
pimH**.sions which their v si lour had wont 
:»hoiild the VolKciansi be the hrxt to take up ar 
the R CI man 4 would ha thelait to by tliemda 
W'^r Irtjing thm declared on Ijoth fiide4i 
rlohuui* antfTullui were appointed i 
ihe Vokciansi and accordinglv invaded i 
rnntn lerritorieSf ravaging und hiying wa 
iiiK.li tundsi a^ belonged to the plebeians, bu 
ft'ii ti^ thcMjc of the senators to remain untoucfi 
I n I he me^n time, tlie levies went on but slowlf 
lit Knmci the two con^uhv who were re*cU 
by [lie |H-*oj>W, M^^med but little skJIlod m wiiv^ 
hikI even feared to encounter a general 
thi-y knew to be their luperior in the field* 
;dlM ', ;dso evinced their feiirs^ jind slowly broQgh 
in ilicir fttccouri j no th«it UorioUnui cos * 





hclr towns one after the otlif^r, Circpntr 
an colony I first submittai in his urmf^i 
I attack (!d tJie Lutins» who vuinly implored 
nice it om Rome- The lowm of I'ole- 
1^ Lavici, Pes, and Doli, were all t^iken by 
b ; thejr goods plundered, and the inha- 
JiU made prUoiicrs of war? such as yielded 
I trcarted mildly j such as resisted were ptrt 
!ie sward* Fortune favoured him in every 
edition I and he was now so famous for his 
>tie% that the Vobci left dieir towns defence^ 
to fdlnw him into the field ; being assured, 
fr hk t fintluct, of success* The very soldiers 

B colleague* s army came over to Iitm, and 
> icknowled;»c no other general. Thus 
mg bimsclf unopposed in the fit4d, and at 
JitMd t-ii* a numerous army, he at length 
led hb camp almost under tiie very walls of 
le, 

he city which had lately been so turbulent 
haughty, exhibited nothing biit timidity 
despair. The people, who from the Wiiils 
Id the enemy ravaging their fields, beg- 
peace with tears and supplications. They 
n to entreat the senate to recal the edict 
h had banished Coriolanus, and acknow- 
&d the injustice of their former proceed- 
The senate despised such meanness, rc- 
ng, if possible, not to betray the injustice 
e state to foreign enemies, or to grant thoic 
irs to an actual traitor, which tliey had de- 
him when only accused of treasonable de- 
• Yet what could their resolutions avail, 
I they had not power to support them ? Co- 
nus approached nearer every day, and at 
Qvested the city, fully resolved to besiege 
[t was then that the fierce spirit of the pa- 
K tricians 



ROME. 

ns \vas entirely subdued : both the senate a^ 
eople unanimously agreed to send deputies 
ivi di proposalsof restoration, in case he shod 
. otT his army. Coriolanus received themwi 
ghiiness, obliged them to pass through all 
armed men, and to submit to whatever ^ 
St mortifying to Romans. He inform 
,'m, with the utmost severity, that he was ni 
neral of the Volscians, and had only their 
rest to consider : that, if they hoped for pea 
.L'y must restore all the towns which origins 
.elouged to that people, and make them free 
he city, as the Latins were : "And as for myi 
( said he), do you imagine tliat a mere recal will 
«* a sufficient atonement for the insults I have 
" ceived, while it still remains in the po^*ei 
" such WTCtches as Sicinius and Decius to an 
" vile populace against me ? No ! Rome, lil 
" cruel step-mother, has heaped injuries am 
*' dignities upon a son who had no other 
" bition but to sacrifice himself for licr g 
•* She will now Icam by the sequel, wlietht 
** gods esjxiuse her cause or mine — Dep: 
" allow you thirty d;iys, at the ex pi rati 
•* which period you shall see mc once more 
** these walls, to receive your determin 
The intermediate space he employed in 
several more towns from the Latins; 
cording to his promise retnnied, and a; 
camped his army before the walls of R 
Another embassy was n(nv sent fi^i 
juring him not to exact from his nj 
auglit but what became Romans to gr: 
riolanus, however, naturally intlexlhlc a 
and irritated into revenge, siill peril- 
former demands, and granted them 



f longtrgrncc^ in which to finish their delibe- 
!|as. A messiige so peremptory filled the 
lole city u-iih consternation. Every om ran 
' arm^i some posted themselves upon the 
rts I others waiehed tlie gates, hal they 
i he secretly delivered up by the partisans 
Coriolantis had within ; others fortified 
houses, as if the enemy were ah-eady 
|li8sters of the walls, in this general confusion, 
jriiere was neither discipline nor command. The 
Itimsuls, whose fears were their only advisers, 
^d been elected for very different merits than 
>^se of skill in war. The tribunes, lately so 
itrce, were now struck dumb ; all shared the 
/universal terror i and it seemed as if the boast- 
lid courage of Rome had migratedi i^'ith their 
^Idioul, into the camp of the Volscians. In 
! Ais exigence, all that w^as left was another de- 
putation, still more solemn than either of the 
former, conn posed of the pontiffs, the priests. 
Hid Uie augurs. These, clothed in their habits 
cif ceremony, and ^^ ith a grave and moumrul 
deportment, issued from the ctty, and uiUcrcJ 
the camp of the conqueror : they besought hint 
by all that was sacred, by the respect he o\\'ed 
the gods, and tliat which he might have for 
ihose who, being servants of the gods, wqvc 
now at his feet, to give peace to hjs couriti y. 
These appeals were made wholly in vain. Co- 
riolanus testified chat respect for the deputation 
which the sanctity of tlieir characters dumanJ- 
«d ; but sent them away without in the least rf- 
Ldng ^11 ^ demands. 

' Wheti the people saw them return without 
fikking the least impression on his heart, they 
k^jSn to gtre up the commonwealtli as lost. 
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ThciT tc^iples were filled mih old mm 
womtm suid children, whg^prostmte at t!idi 
puE up ilmr iirdcwt pruycr-i fur Uit' prcsa 
of their country. Nothiiif^ was to be hea 
anguish imd l;imc?nution ; tvothing to h 
but scciii:)! cif a^fFnght Jiud di^irejis- At 1 
it WHS suggested to them, thsit what cm. 
be crtccicd by the mtcrcc^iston of the seni 
the abjur^iriou of the priest S| might he b; 
about by the tears ttt hi» wife^ or the j 
I unities of his mother* This Idea neeme^ 
relished by sdl, iind even the senate ga' 
proposed deputiitiou the !(;inciion of their 
rity, Vcaurisr, the mother of Coriolan 
first mnd(^ wtnc hesitiilion to undertake s* 
*i work, knowing the inflexible temper 
non, ;tnd fl-aHul of fijiding him deaf to h 
terniil entreaties ; however, she ;*t laiit i 
took the emh;i"isy, and set forward from th 
gccompitnit^d hy mrniy of tho principal m 
of Roniei with Volumuia hi* wife, :ind h 
children. Coriolanus, wjio at a di^iatic 
covered thk tnoufnfut groupe of female 
pliants, WH^ resolved to give them n denia 
called hh officers round him, to be witne? 
his resolution: but, being ijiformed tJu 
mother and hts wife were amouf^ the nil 
he instantly cwnie down frnm bus tribun 
meet and embnict.' tTtrsri. At 'It! i'm' wq 
tears and embraces took away the pov 
words, and the rough soldier could not r 
from giving way to the feelings of naturt 
wise, and sharing in the general distress. 

" Tell me, Coriolanus (cried his mo 
" how am I to consider this meeting ? Do 
" brace my son, or my enemy ? Am I you 
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IT captive ? How have I lived to 
rikjr— to see my son a banished man, 
ill more distressing, to see him the ene- 
his cornitry t How has he been able to 
13 arms against the place uhich gave 
Fe! how direct his rage agamst those 
?hich protect his wife, Jnis children, and 
Is ? But it i^ to me only, that my coun- 
es her oppressor; had I never been a 



, Rome had still been free ; the wretch- 
scionsness of this will aiBlct mc as long 
iliall last, and tliat cannot last long, 
hough 1 am prepared for death, yet, at 
let these wretched suiFerers claim some 
of your compassion j and thtnt what 
E their fate, when to banishment they 
idd captivityi*' 

anus, during this speech, seemed much 

by contending passions i hJs mother, 

r him moved, seconded her words by 

persuasive eloquence of tears : his wife 

dren hung round him, entreating for 

»n and pity ; while the train of matrons 

their lamentations, and deplored their 

their country's distress, prostrate on the 

in all the agony of woe. Coriolanus, 

loment, was silent, feeling the strong 

between honour and inclination; at 

starting as from a dream, his breast 

ig with a thousand various emotions, he 

aise his mother, who had fallen at his 

I exclaimed, ** O my mother, thou hast 

Rome, but lost thy son !" He accord- 

ve orders to draw off the army, and thus 

le city from destruction. His words, 

, were prophetic ; the lenity he had 

K 3 shewn 

i 
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siiewn to his country was not to be forgivm 
Tullus, who had long envied hh glory* was mi 
remiss m aggravating the tJ«acher)r of his con^ 
4iuct to his countiyitien- Upon their retujn, Cw 
nolanus was ilatn in an insurrection of the j 
pie, by some hired assassins, and afterwards 
nourably buned.T^th bte and ineifectiial repent 
ance* The Roman ladies wore mourning ftsi 
him a year; and though he died in disgrace, ht« 
country always ranked him among ber hero*^ 
He was equally brave and prudent, disintereaeJl 
and virtuous ; but trusting to force rather thai* 
persuasion, he neglected those arts that concilia 
popular affection- No Roman general ever pi 
ceded or followed him, who was better qualified 
to extend the limits of the republic, had his lofc 
been ca^t in more propitious times ; but the vio* 
lence of his resentment against his native coun- 
try, though it may be palliated, caimot be e** 
cused. 

Great and many were the public rejoicings at 
Rome upon the retreat of the Volscian army- 
The senate decreed the women what honours 
tl^ey should demand i but they only a^ted to 
liave a temple dedicated to Fcnale Fonutie, 
built in tbe place where they had delivered thetr 
coimtry ; which was accordingly ei-ected at the 
jjuhliceK pence* Inthemeantime, that courage 
wbith had been for a time overpowered, began 
iigain to shew itself jn the field* Coriolanos 
bring no more, they ventured to face theif 
Volscian enemies, who indeed contributed by 
llunr own contentif>ns, together with that of 
tijelr iillies^ to render any foreign force unne- 
ce^suty to their overthrow* A signal victory 
^a^ f obtained over them imd the Hemici xht 

yw J 
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others, TuUus their gt> 



Cassim Vtscellinus had the principal 

obtaining this victory. He Wfis a 
aUj^ vam, and filled with ostentation : 
to un extreme, and as ready to over* 
m services, as to depreciate tliose of 
Le had been three times consul, and 
Ice reed two tnamphs hy the stnate : 
mrs and advantages, aided by some 
, flattered his pride to sucb a degree, 
ijred to the regal power at Rome. In 
tiepare for this, being eni powered by 
to impose on tlie conquered nations 
tions of peace he should diink proper, 
I to attach them to his interests by the 
pnt concessions* Accordingly he re- 
drd part of what he had conquered ^ 
■m the title of citi/cns af Rome ; and 

vanquished, in all respects, as he 
J done a victorious army. Still fur- 
iciliate friends in every part of the 
ive the Latins one moiety of the con- 
Is remaining, and reserved the other 
e poor citizens of Rome. Ana not 
n with this, he resolved to increase 
ty, by distributing among the poor 

which had Jong been in the posses- 
rich, and which he asserted to be the 
* the public. Accordingly, on the 
ling that of his triumph, on render- 
Dunt, according to custom, of what 
*, he expatiated upon his extraordi- 
id wise management of the common- 
his having augmented the number of 

s^nd citizens of Rome, and on hi« 

own 
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own peculiar endowments for p;uiding the 
he went on to observe, that, however cxt 
the conquests of Rome might be, it signifii 
little, if the rich only enjoyed the advanta 
them ; if, while the senate and patricians 
in affluence, the veteran soldier pined in 
and obscurity. He therefore was of oj 
that an exact estimate should be made of : 
lands taken from the enemy, which i^-ere t 
possession of the rich, and that they shoi 
equally divided amon^ the lower citizens 
Thus from the vanity and ambition of C 
sprang the famous Agrarian law, which 
wards caused such disturbances, and prov 
source of perpetual discord between the pen 
the rich. Nf)thing could exceed the indip 
of the senate upon hearing this propositin 
they had before been almost stripped of 
pul)lic rights, they saw this attacked th 
their private possessions. All that fortune 
their ancestors or tlicmselves had acquir 
valour or industry, was now destined to be 
dered from them, in order to be distri 
among the indolent, the extravagant, an 
base. One deliberation succeeded upon ai 
to concert measures how to frustrate the i 
of this law, and to check die aml/ition • 
cnnsul. I'hc people were not less niutinr^ 

♦ From »hr history of cvrry reinibli-- it »ppc.>r%, t 
fjtii iM in.) aMihi'i )i.-, |nir:.iit any mr;in', h«<W' in n 
ni iir.]>i t, III t to N^iin pr.pblaiiry, and then to i irry rlj 
[.uti.iiUr |u.}Mi'.r. I' 4ppcjr .»Ko tli.it » pop-il.ir h>in 
v niwiont i^ ,ilw.i\ • ruiniit in « umm«iliori., jn-l ilrt -^ 
■l:tr:! 'h fi-Ti ffi h t'lnvuKon. j roinr<jurnfly, ■■.ill 
t;,'j" I •• tl." pr f of j^u'lc and honrvl mindi, .is ii i; 
iji ihc \iu!u'tit .i) i un;tin(;i,'leii tu flouri<,li in. 




the ti^mnies, Bsd Hmm whom 
' abiwe tbe lawtsst mk, 
be rcdticed to a kr^ wmli dse mmysr 
of thar p>w«r i Ute diai» ^ ike lidi 
lo ihe iDTerca of tipeir pontsias - 
t notwitb standby thts, tl» ai^oRSj c£ ui^ 
bkndCf with Casshts at thmkesuiaSOEMKiBUf 
noured for the Agranan law, sod thiBgrnfd 
tniction to the empire, in C2«e oc" a n^usaL 
en several of the Henuci attd Voiici wttse 
fed in on thi^i occasfon to nurpflne ilw tnoml^ 
:o protect the ^iinbitiotis ckmagogae oi ca^e 
fkilure* At l;i^t the senaie peronvvd tbe oe- 
ftty of complying, and tLerefore gave ilie 
Itilace a pro raises that the iandi sliciuld br di* 
^ among them, according to tlieir desire f 
decreed, that the allii^^ and assodaxes^ Miio 
i no pare in acquiring tlio^ lands, iboold have 
(hare in the division. 1 his pixi^mi^ at pre- 
' app<>ased the people, and gave the senate an 
ortunity of concerting measures for punish- 
die original proposer. Accordingly, some 
e after, the queisiors, by their order, ap- 
ited a day for Cassius to answer to the charge 
lis designing to subvert the state, and to raise 
self to sovereign power,, before the assembly 
he people. A blow so unexpected alarmed 
factious Reader with the most just apprehen- 
s, particularly as he had the tribunes, as 
as the patricians, in opposition to his views. 
appeared, however, before the assembly, 
ted in a manner becoming his situation, and 
Tipted to interest the people in his favour. 
alleged, that he was persecuted in this man- 
jy the patricians, for his zeal in the people's 
e ; that he was tlieir only surviving friend, 

and 
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and that tlieir interests -w^ere identified ^nth hh 
own : but his scheme appeared so despemte, that 
he found himself deserted hj aH, The senate 
had the just est rcasoi) to ptirsue him ; the tri- 
bunes envied him his share cf popularity , ai^d 
neglected to espouse his cause ; and the multi* 
tude, pleased with the patricians for their liiFi , 
compliance, abandoned him up to their fury*.^ 
Being therefore found guilty of a number 
crjmesj all tending towards overturning daeco 
stitution, notwithstanding his many real sendee 
and the intercession of his friends and clients, h 
was thrown headlong from the Tarpeian rncfe 
by tlwse very people whose power and privUegf 
he had endeavoured to extend. It was too hl't ' 
that they perceived their error, and began f^^ 
regret their champion wnth a degree of sorroiM 
that only still more argued tJieir ingratitude. 1 

Soon after the death of Cassiusj the peopk 
became again urgent for the execution of iht 
Agrarian law*; hut the senate, by a commcin 
political manoeuime, caused the consuls to pre* 
pare for an expedition against tlie ^qui. Th« 
people at first refused to enlist, till the consiils 
hitting upon a new expedient, ordered all the 
country-houses of the recusants to be levelled 
with the groimd* This had the desired elB?ctt 
numbers came to offer themselves, ttiat tb*f 
might save their possessions from destrucdmif 
and were led against the enemy, wntli the usual 
good fortune of Rome. Thus, while the cc*TJr 
test continued in the city, the Roman artns madf 

* Ablaut thii petlrxl It secTni that the tribuQe^ortli^pffl;^ 

t;iforfed ftom the seriate an appointiwm ot' ten ojen^ nM 

Diiiffi NiSf 10 make th? divition q( l^d, though th«f whc 

^ not pyt IhEd ActlTity Dll some ticpc after. 

COUP 
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progress III luilyi for that spirit of 

Infliimt? their ctHinige, whatever wuy 
;ted# or wh^iccvtir w;is ilic object* 
Utory aits cominucJ tbr nearly five 
10 part of tbc j^cnatc, And m oh^imntc 
clmmour cm thut o£ tlit* p«<>pk : iha 
J their priviue intereitu, aii wcU a» 
» public I to Mctiiatc Uicir conduct ; ihc 
IB a promise giv^rn, smd a Cf>n!icimi»* 
eir ciwn a;um?nor power, to iiicroasd 
nacf . In Uw miUst of these crouhWffa 
m received a «igrt»l dcfc^it* tinder the 
I VirglmuUf one of Uieir cnnftttls, irom 
bn Aimy \ uuJ, Uiou^jli Fubius ciime 
riuitely to Im rclivi', yet, upon hh re* 
inctny made incuriiions up to tbe very 
tome. Tins served to inflame the d*s- 
nd the iuiinuiiiittes of the ciliitens, the 
LiU wUh-holding their promise, and the 
using to cub St. In such ;ui extremity, 
f of me Yixbu *y witli their va^^saU and 
* tlie number of four thousand men^ 
defend die frontiers of the Roman ter- 
They built a fort nigh the borders of 
ly, and making frequent incursions, 
nriched themselves by spoil. It com- 
with the brevity of this work, to relate 
inute transactions, and indecisive con- 
ikh attended the petty wars between 
d the surrounding states. It will suf- 
iSLjf that they ended with general 

lIlMtrious Ticcims to the defence of their country 
o be compared with the Lacedemonian [phalanx that 
; pan of Therinopyliie. 

good 



fortune ta the Romnn peoplet ^^i 

. wjtli ail exttfiwkm of territory^. The I 
»verj were not fSnuHy stucce«sful, bein 
off to a mati hy an ambu?icade, whicti 
for tlwin hy the people of Vein C ' 
(le family, one oniy sur%-ivcd, wh*^tc 
f became aficrwardj equally serviceable i 
te, and weir equally ilkmiious. 
While the temianes of Rome were et 
,' succe^^tve tvMrit* }wr ailztn% aho became i 
iimeniiis. In the cnnmeratton tiifecn ai] 
lerfod, thry were fxntnd to amount to one [ 
Jrt'ii anti elifven ihoujtjmtl men* fit lo bear d 
ivjih treble il^iat number of woineti, ch(5Jn:ii»^ 
skves, This inerca^^ of peopK-^ without d 
merce, only tended t" advance tbe di1l^turkl< 
t if the City. Every year produced some iie¥H 
mult bet\^'een the contend fag orders c^f the sr 
The people, now l>ecoine the electors of the 
gistratest had neitJier .skill nor (nte^rrity u 
upon competent persons; and scarce h' did 
consul by down his oifiee, but the muh 
were foremost to accuse his rembsnes!* or 
pa city. It ivnn m tJiis manner that they ar 
Menenms, thefr consul, for so fieri ng die 
of the Fabii to be cut oiF s he %vas indeed 
skilful peneralf httt at the same lime Jnnc 
the chari^'C brought against him. But this 
avail I he was nned about five pounds 
money, a sum^ which^ thmigh trimn^ hi 
estimation, he was unable to pay, nor ^ 
accept the assistance of bis friends : he, r 
in detestation of the injustice and ingr 
his fellow-citizens, shut himself up ii 
house, and starved himself to death. 
. The year following, tlie two precedi 
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TMiiSt were In like mrtnner eiteii 
;tiefi to unpaiir befon; tlie pt*o|)k*- The 

.nan law was the object mv;irijibly pursueJt 
Uity were accu«*d of liavhig made iinjusufi* 

deUysi in puttuig it oif. The uaniu per- 
n^c^nc« on one sijc, and obsunucy on thtt 
pAert again set th(? city in a fcmicnt, and 
Acfeaieiied detraction to one of the p^nlt^N, wlien 
(kanuufi the tribune, who had revived the- hiw, 
%a* fctand deiwl in his h(^d, Uiough without any 
narlci of vblciicep A ctrcuTnstiincc like this. 
wHch should have avi^tkeut'J ihfi luspiciona of 
d^c pef7pl(?, only tei-vcd to iditrm their smpemi* 
Mil I they t30g;m to inmxine that iJic gods wero 
ll^inu their CiiUH% y-iitr^hvwed ^ynmtom* of 
itniming to their former obedience* The con- 
luls, III order to avail thcni«tilvcs of this fortu- 
MtJb iiU[>reision, beg;iii to nmke frt*»h levit-^ ; for 
it was now become the settled policy of the 
nilrr^v, to dr;iw oH" the prccant humour!? of the 
people by leadmg u pitri cit them ici wan WhtTi?* 
W, mourning their iribimab, imd \mny^ ut- 
tnided hy iheir UctorH^ th(;y cfrntimieJ xo vmtA 
thf citistcnis with iucce**, till coming to one Vo- 
kt^f a centorionj who fdused to Ik- inlktE.'d ui 4 
prinite fcntincl, they ordered him to be strippid 
nd >ccurged<^ This impolitic severity iu>t im]f 
ftkindled the people'ii rcH^utment, hut uJ'ier* 
*r4rds produced a new csiust^of oontcmlont ron- 
ctming the power of the conjiuU and ihe piivi- 
k^Ji of the people. TJie prisoner vi-is lesiLiK'tl 
bf tJie muhitudei ilic ma^i^traten drlvmi oiY; 
ami, fo complete ihtMr mortidcttlioni soon ;ifunv 
Vtjlero W4S made one of tlu; tribunes of the 
P'oplc- 

Tiie election of this demagogue wut very jt\U 
^ jiO^£— t. t inical 



mkal to t)ic Tjews of the patricbn partj 
was not oTily resolve«3iipoTi carrjing the Agi 
law, but also upon enact* ng anotheri in i 
the people fihould give their voles by tribesL 
not by curitp, or centuries. This was an 
mortal blew to the patrician power; 
when the people voted by centuries, the ] 
ctcuis wei-0 entire masters of the contest, and 
by curiae, m which only the inhabitants d 
city voted, they also, from theif numb 
clients, had the majority of vorces- But wh 
thiii law all freemen of Rome, frotn whi 
pan of its territories they came^ were to b 
mitted to give a single vote, equal to tliatt 
first senator, all inHtience was entirely loit 
tlie patricians had nothing to do hut to r^ 
passive* It wasj therefore, at first strong! 
posed by the senate, and as w*nrmly urg* 
the people* In this contest, Appiiis C2;n: 
the consul, son to die former Apptus, wh 
heriting the hi flexible firmness of his {nth 
■well as his hmred to the people, took a les 
part. In one of their public assemblies b 
posed their desii^s so warmly, and so just! 
posed the tiirbtnent tempers of the tribune% 
they ordered him to depart die aNsembly ; 
upofl his refosal, they comnuoi ded tlti 
should be sent to prison. 

This violent stretch of power astotiishe 
the senators who w^ere present ; they offen 
tiike arms in his defence, and as the peopk 
in the fi^rmcr case beaten off the lie tors, so 
wei-e in llii^ dtivca oil by the p€iuk:i<ina». 
seemed the signal for a new tumult ; st 
torches, and every weapon that fury could 
ulsh, in a place where the citizens never ca 
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cmplfifed ag:un!<t tnicli Allien But 
; *%>* ^Miier consul, u tii;iii of a miU ani 
i' .iuoTi, Uirowtup hlmsdf into the 

u io» N . ,H!i:;tuiiLst*ntiTiiting*inLnH**et*chiti|^ 
[sinil nien^cin^ lilliers, pjvvutlcd no t"iir lU 
li^c Ui^ii nitjuial antiiio^icy tor ihat nighu 
UinmltSi hovvctiT, wv^rc^ rt^ucwcd tli** day 
|b|j, \^*itii mure than former iury t Ap- 
jrkli all liU native fictccnos*, clisugjnjf at 
BUiof hli i:lknUii,;nKl other j omig pHtricians; 
^toi iiii| thu* trihtmt\ witli a nniUitude ui 
|i»cr part of the pcopk\ lakJne po&i>c^sion 
( c;i|>ili)l| ibiiilk-d ihcm^iclvc^ uicic, sccm- 
dcUTiTiincd to hold it out aj^ainiit their op» 
U Hit*ir conduct now tJiruaiened mont 
fug coiwcqucncci ihaii in the fbrmei' dcf cc- 
jf ibc ainiy on mount Avcntine ; for ji^ in 
I the insurgents were at a disbmce fiom 
S# i» ttiis^ they were in the vury heart of 
llyt All tlihigs indeed indicated a total 
rsion of tJie constitution! when tJie conci- 
f di^posltitm of Quint ius disarmed tlie vio- 
of the popular party, and obtained a hear- 
leforc the senate, respecting the law in 
on. This venerable body, alter many de- 

which form, rather than uncertainty, 
: have dictated, resolved, tliat the tribunes 
le peo^^le were to be gratified, and that the 
vas to be enacted without delay. It was 
1 by the general consent of all the orders, 
be officers of the people were elected from 
eforward by the tribes. Thus the people 
egrees left the patricians nothing but the 
>w of power, and of this even &e muhi- 

feeling their own importance, were re- 
1 to dtjnive them. 

L 2 III 



- treaw*^ *%X effect oH^"^ *c«»'VJdS. 
, A* length' n. , -et retnaii _^ , ^^ 







^ BO&IR. 11$ 

for dicir cowardice, he gave posterity a 
ig «i 3111 pie of the sii?veriEy of Rom;in disci- 
aitil ilic grcamcss o£ niiljt;iry ubedieiice, 
f fint or Jrred all the centurlous who had lied 
* qaittC'd their rsvuks^ to l>e scoirr/^ed and be* 
"ed s li« iJieu iipbmided his soiUitTs with 
^ din>wri down their arniis ; and dr. i wine 
: every tenth ninn, by lot, had him executed 
, the presets ce o{ his tre milling co nip an ions, 
with so much ardt>iir for lihcrty in 
of peace, and such profound submission 
Flhcir gencrids in times of war, were unques- 
abl^ fitted to make the conquest of the 
workL 

Appjus however, did not long survive thb 
Ingic^l scene' ; for &ofne time aiter, the tribunes, 
puSiinc on the Agrarian law with vigour, 
while he persisted in his opposition, appotnted 
him a day to answer to an accusation ot bein^^ 
llie declared enemy of public liberty* Appius 
obeyed ; but appeared before the people, not iu 
the usual m^nner^ in a supplicating dress or pos- 
tures but Jipoke for himself with a confidence 
that a prcviou;; settled resolution to tihimph or 
10 die had inspired. The tribunes, finding th;it 
his innocence w^as too apparent to be im poached, 
and yet unwilling to acquit him, put oil hib trial 
to another day. He saw through their design of 
only waiting to make his condemnation sure, and 
prevented their malice by a voluntary death. 
ITie tribunes wished to deprive him of tlie ob- 
lequies due to a person of his rank; but the 
consuls allowed the son to pronounce the funo- 
nd oration of the father ; while the uncertain 
multitude listened with pleasure to his eulogy. 
The death of Appius, and some wars, or ra- 
jL a ther 
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ther incursions made by the Romans in 
territories of the Volsci, suspended, for a 
the people's earnestness for the Aerarian 
but these being composed, the tribunes 
new commotions, and had the boldness 
sert, that the people ought not only to 1: 
share in the lands, but also in the govemnr 
the commonwealth, and that a code of v 
laws should be compiled, to mark out the b 
of their duty*. The opposition to this w 
less violent on the side of the patricians 
drove the clamorous multitude from the f 
headed by Cseso, the son of that Quintiu* 
cinnatus, who is now about to peiform su 
illustrious character in the drama of the 
The tribunes resolved to make an exam] 
this young patrician, to deter the futun 
rages of others ; and, therefore, appointc< 
a day to answer before the people. Beir 
son of a man entirely respected by both p: 
he was treated with so much lenity, as 
admitted to bail; but flying to Etrurij 
father, Quintius Cincinnatus, was oblig< 
sell almost his whole estate to re-imburs 
sureties, and then retreating to a small farr 
a little cottage beyond the Tiber, lived a 
tented life, tilling a few acres with his 
hands, and reaping the produce of his indi 
The tribunes, however, were not satisfied 
the expulsion of Cxso ; they still continu* 

• Hitherto the administration of justice had belonged 
consv.is alone, who regulated their decisions on the pii. 
o^ natural equity, ancient usage, and the laws of Romul 
his successcrsi of which some remains still exiittcd 
sacreii hookii, cn:ru>tcd to the care of the pontiflTj, bu 
carefully concealed from vulgar eyes. 

clai 
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for the Agrarian kw, and even raised a 
, that the seoa^rs had formed aplot against 
Atitr U^es. This contrivance was principaUf 
intwleil to mtimid^ite the senate into 3 cotnpli^ 
anee % but it had only the more obvious e^ect of 
bcnea^lng the tuniults of the peopktand a^ggi^?- 
rmng tbeir animoiity. 

la tills iitate of commotion and imifcrsal dis- 
otdetf Rome was upon the point of idling under 
tbt power of a foreign enemy, Herdonius, a, 
Sabictet a man of great intrepldtty and ambition, 
formed the design of seeding and plundering th^ 
my, while it was torn by mtestine dbtractio&s. 
For this purpose, having collected an army o( 
about four thousand men^ composed of his clients 
Md fugitiva slaves, he sent thera down the river 
ISber on floats by night ; so that the people were 
aftonifihed the next morning to behold a foreign 
enemy in possession of the capitol^ the citadel of 
RomCi Heidonius, on his part, did every 
thing in his power to persuade the lower citizens 
ind slaves to join his party i to the one he pro- 
mised freedom, to the other an ample participu- 
rion of benefits and spoiL The tribunes, h\ this 
fiigence* were far from encouraging tlie people 
to arm in defence of thefr country ; they, on the 
t'oiUraryi used all their eloquence to di^^uatle 
liem froni fighting, untU die patricians should 
engage by oaui to create ten men, with a power 
of making laws, and to suffer the people to have 
an e^ual share in all the benefits tiiat should 
accnie* These conditions, though very sscverc, 
the necessity of the times obliged the consuls to 
premise i and Valerius, who was one of lliem, 
putting himself at the head of a few volun tiers, 
marched towards the capitol, crying out, as he 



at length rci«... 

killed in the assault. Ou 

himself, the slaves died by the hands ot ti 
lioner, and the rest were made prisoner 

• But, tliough the city was thus delive 
u foreign invasion, it was by no means ( 
iVom its intestine divisions. The tribui 
ed the surviving consul for the perforr 
his promise ; but it seems the Agrarian 
a grant which the sciiatc could not thini 
ceding to the people. The consul i 
made many delays and excuses, till a 
being driven to give a positive answer, 
them, that as the promise was made by 
consuls, he could do nothing alone, 
fiembly was therefore appointed for clu 
other consul ; and the senate, in orde 
the people without hopes of obtiiining th 
fixed upon Quintius Cincinnatus ^vno 
so lately been obnoxious to them. C 

- i^K been already related, had for 



Ae confidence of faction, to pay a strict 
n to the best interests of his country. 
fay threats, and well-timed submission, 
iTsuIed upon the tribunes to put off 
iw for a time, and carried himself so 
be a terror to the multitude, whenever 
eflised to inlist, and their greatest en- 
•er whenever their submission deserved it. 
licy consisted in holding tiie citizens, who 
igained the capitol, as still engaged to 
liim by their oath, and threatenmg to 
lem into a winter encampment, to which 
vere totally unaccustomed, in case they 
yed ; by which he so far intimated the tri- 

that they gave up their law, upon con^ 
of his foregoing the threatened encamps 

upon the whole, he discharged his office 
uch skill, moderation, humanity, and jus- 
that tlie people seemed to forget they 
j new laws, and the senate seemed to wish 





noMK* 
, hito the territories of Rome, MinuiJaf 

the consuls who sticeeeJcd Cmcinniilus 
nt to oppD&c them i but, buing n«r\iraUj 
and more rifniid of defeat, than d«Jstrouj 
:tory, hh uimy was forced into ji defile be 
.1 t\/o mountain St from whtcli, cxccp 
igli the enemy, there was no egress. Tim 
ever, the Mqii't had the precaution to foiv 
; by which the Rom:m m-my wasi <io hcnime* 
>n every stde, that nntliing rcmjiined but siib 
ssiun to the foe, fliminej or inimedJaU* de;it)t 
rjiie horsemen, who found means of geitiiij 
^'^ay privately tli rough the enemy's camp, wti< 
ie first thai brought, the account of the di% 
ster to Rome. Nothings eould exceed the cofi 
Htematiou of ;dl mnks of people, when jnibrni 
ed of this dikmma ; tlie senate, itt Brxi, thoug'b 
of the other consul ; but not hiivjiig KUiHcicna 
experience of hh abilittesj they ununimou&lt 
turned tiieir eyes upon Cincinnatus, and itvoW© 
to make him Dictator, Cincinnatusi the on) 
person on whom Rome conld jiovv place h 
whole dependence, was found, ^s befonv ' 
the messengers of tlie senatej labouring rn 
little field with cheerful industry p WTien he | 
at iiome distance the deputies s^mt to amiou 
ins electioji preceded by twenty-four Uel 
he put on his upper garment and advancin 
meet them, said* "What news do you 1 
** from Rome V' " Rome our country and ■ 
" is in danger — she requii-es a dictator, an 
** made choice of you." Cincinnatus he? 
sigh at the recital, and casting a look of .< 
on his oxen and the companions of his to' 
parted for tlie city, near which he was 
the principal of the senate in their robes< 

A 



^W ifigRitT fTf tuilocikctU ist* unwished foTf how- 
f»^, mid no cill*ct upon the simplicity or the 
itfi^itT cf Ilk manners : nnd though new pos- 
«8ttd c^ ab^lutp powtT, iind called np^m to 
wmmaiit Im TnasUfT af the hoT^e» lie cl>05e Ji 
poor m;in, named Tarcjuitius, one xvho, Ukt? 
kimiielf, *ie*ptsed riches when they led to <Jis- 
hcmnttr. T;irqniti"s was bom of a pi^tncbn fa- 
mily, fcnt, though c*f coi^siimmate bnivofyt never 
htm^ alilc to r:iise money to purchase a horse, 
hv had hitherto fought only as a fbot s^olJierj 
willm^ to serve his conntryt though tn the 
bamhlcsi shnation- Thus the savmg a gjcat 

1 uutm was devolved upon iin hnsbandni:m, taken 

2 ftam the plough, and an obscure sentmel, found 
3| ^BMUf the dreps of the army. Upon entering 

3 ^ citjt the dictator mstantly made himself ac- 
|pl l|Qftinted veith the position of aifairs, and as- 
^ iifflling it serene look^ entreated all those who 
1^ i^nt able to bear arms, to repair, before sun- 
ir H-t, to the Campus Marti us, the place where the 
i- levies w^Tt* made, with necessary armj^i and pro- 
^ mm\% for five days. He then put himself at 
w\ tlifir !iead, and* marthing all nfght with ^rcat 
^1 expedition, arrived before d;*y witliin si^Iu of 
^1 the rnemy» Upon his approach he ordered the 

I R.^ diets to raise a loud shout, to apprise the 
ftinsuV^ army of the relief that was at h ind- 
'l*he jEqui were not a little amaxed, whrn tht'y 
^iw themselves between two cnemiest hut still 
m&nr when they perceived Cincinnatus making- 
the itrongest enti^nchments beyond thL»ni, to 
ptvent tfeir escape, and enclosing them, as they 
nad inclo^t^ the eonsnl- To prevent this, a 
furimK combat ensued ; hnt the iEqui, being :it- 
Ucfced on buth sides, iind uarnhle to resist or fly. 
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gged a cessation of arms : they offeree 
c tutor his own terms : he Mve them 
res ; but oblieed them, in token of senri 
) puss under Uie yoke ; which was tn'O s] 
et upright, and another across^ in the foi 
I gaUows, beneath which the vanquished 
CO march. Their captains and generals he i 
prisoners of war, being reserved to adon 
triumph. Then addressing the army he 
just delivered, *' Soldiers of Minutius," sax 
" you who were so nearly becoming a pr 
<* your enemies, shall not sliare their spoils: 
<< you, consul, must learn the art of war as a 
« tenant before you command as a ^ene 
Not a murmur was heard at this decision 
the contrar}', the whole army in conjunctior 
sented Cincinnatus "with a crown of gol< 
hiiving saved the lives and honour of his fe 
citizens. Thus, having rescued a Roman 
from inevitable destruction, having defe; 
powerful enemy, having taken and rortific' 
city, and, still more, having refused any ' 
the spoil, he hastened to resign his dictat 
after having enjoyed it but fourteen days 
senate would have enriched him, but he c 
their proffers, choosing to retire once * 
his farm and his cottage, content witl 
ranee and the consciousness of native w 
Next year the -/Equi, resolving to retr 
lost reputation, again marched into 
and re-took their city. On tlie oti 
wlion levies were to be made in Rome 
tlieir progress, tlie tribunes refused 
people be enrolled. The necessity of 
however, was such, that an army 
raised ; and the senators, finding the 




le tr^KDie cnoUt temw d 

le riiio Lk tfibicc, ^' J ^ 
complkoice a farvcar, 
at tbcj had, after ondi 
oper to grant their rcqpesi. 
tcesacm seemed for a vriSe to sadifjr 
; bat in less than a rear, d:e new trv 
first time, unking 2II tc^esLer, made 
T encroafhrnffifs asud Te&cnred, by 
utthority, to order an asaesabfiz^ of 
They required also, that uaaosx 
which was a mile and a half m cxm^ 
IS jet unirnjrjfd , might be graated 
de to build 00. Wah thts» tfaoi^ 
-r the most Tw^ez^t contests, the te- 
I, in hopes that it mi^ht be a meaat 
iog the seditions, which thrr diead- 
n €d 
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ed from delaying to confirm 1 
Nevertheless, in this they wc 
for soon after, the tribunes ren< 
complaints and insolence ; and 
earned on Avith so little decenc 
not arguments, generally tern 
liberation. To such a pitch 
indeed were they arrived, that i 
appointed a day even for the 
before the people. They thou 
ever, upon cool consideration. 
Solent prosecution ; but at th 
solved not to discontinue theii 
deavours for the Agrarian law 
ingly was fixed, on which this i 
was to be discussed ; and nun: 
were present, either to give tin 
opinions. The tribunes spoke 
justice of such a law ; several 
lated what services they had 
trifling rewards they had obtair 
were prepossessed in favour of 
more,whenSicciusDentatus,a p 
in years, but of an admirable 
tary deportment, came forward 
hardships and his merits. This 
no scruple of extolling the 
ments of his youth, but indee 
nobled ostentation. He had ; 
try in the wars forty years ; he 
ficer thirty ; first a centurion, 
he liad fought one hundred ar 
in which, by the force of his sii 
saved a multitude of lives : he 
teen civic, three nuiral, and eigl 
''esides eighty-three cbuins, sixt 



trif Hftil iweaty*lhrefl horie-lr4p- 
i{ time* *en* tV>r Icilliiijj Uk* eni'mir 
Itcombiit; ineireuvur^ he Eud r«*vcivei 
l^p woundit n\] iu iVdiil J |jaj ucubrlf 
t m thtr tlay the ciipitol wat ticcovi*rea 
^^«i0tTi^. Thu'w were hi*i prctensjonii 
pU never rtxcived auy sihan? of thove 
iftfcbwat)! taken i'rnni the i^iicmy, but ccm* 
IP Jtug fin fi life of iwvtriy uiiU tonit^mptt 
tilheri^ were poiiithse*! of ihrisc very icnv 
vi'JlkJi Jtii vuluur h;id won, widumt uny 
lo dettrve thctrji and wtchout huving cou- 
ld to the conquest in the flTn;itkiit dcgtve. 
i (if MO much hunUhipf thinigh iitijlicienily 
ma botJi m fiudent acid nu)dcm tim^itf h;ij 
W #itct upon tlio niuhiltidc; iJiey uru- 
uitf demand edt thjit the hiw nii^la bt 
xU ;iTJd thm jiudi merit iihoidd not go un- 
rduil. Il was tn vain ih^U sunu oE chr .c^ 

ri rose up to speak against it i their voices 
droivned by the cries of the populace. Wlicn 
mf iherefore, could no longer be heard, pas- 
as usualy succeeded; and the young pa- 
insy running furiously into the throng, broke 
balloting urns, and dispersed the multitude 
offered to oppose tliem. For this they weie 
( time after mulcted by tlie tribunes ; but 
resolution, nevertheless, for the present put 
he Agrarian law, whose establishment hud 
djr been so often agitated. 
gvnerallv happens that internal commotions 
omposeo by foreign invasions i and tlie ap- 
dh of the .£qui, within sixteen miles of the 
in fome measure restored peace to the re 
€• In this war Siccius Dentatus, the ve 
i who bad harangued the people, gaine* 
M 2 gieau 
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greater honours than the consul w 
Uie victory ; for being ordered up 
hope, to attack the enemy in a quar 
knew they were inaccessible, he, at 
strated against the danger and de 
the attempt ; but being reproached 
sul with cowardice, he led on his hi 
hundred veterans to the place, reso! 
by his death, a pattern of obedienc 
in his life an example of resolutio 
was more propitious than he had da: 
for perceiving a passage into the en< 
which had not been indicated by th 
led his veterans forward, and whil 
army amused the enemies on one 
tacked their camp on the other, so 
mans obtained a complete victory, 
however, being conscious that he w 
this dangerous service, only to f 
death or infamy, had interest enou| 
return, to prevent the consul's havin 
as also to get himself created a tri 
same hero fikewise procured a law ' 
for punishing such magistrates as si 
ture violate their authority^ and for 
consuls fined for their behaviour 
particular. Thus fortune conspin 
persevering zeal of the tribunes, to • 
patrician interest every year. All t 
wore now fading fast away ; their 
sions, those fruits of hereditary p 
mained feebly in suspense, and the ] 
bree/.e threatened to shake them to 
;ind leave them to be divided accord: 
not to birth. 




m ] 
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Ike Crmikti off^ Daremvin to fk Estmitm 
^J that OJicc, 

I tlie fpRg pcri^^d of siity yciri, ^^ . 
ic cnmnicm wc^lih of Rc^itie had been ^ i ' 
iially a|;^t^ by the virulence ^ »^ ^ 
} and the conflict of oppcjsite par* ^^' 
Ax lengtit each sidct a^ )f vfeary, 
d yidined Id respire a v-hile fram the mU' 
Btrttom of their claimst or mthtT U) give 
K new direcdon* The A|^r^an law be* 
in a manner forgottjetif aod all tite ADimo- 
hich it had pniJuced appeared to subside. 
hs^s ever been the fate ot mankmd to form 
esires, in exact proportion to the number 
eir possessions. There must always be 
)bject to engage the attention of the public 
1 as of indiviouab ; and when the mind is 
of contemplating one subject, it hastens 
xdour to embrace another. Tlie citizens 
ry rank now began to complain of the ar- 
r decisions of their magistrates, and wished 
B;uided by a written body of laws, wbiclx 
known, might prevent wrongs, as well as 
I them. This idea, which was first started 
rrentius^, was equally acceptable both to 

mce uUed the Terentian law, and which for a time 
«i much public attendon as the Agrarian had ever 
"he laws of iiolon foimed th: baii^ of the »yscefn now 
led. 

M 3 the/ 
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the senate and the people, as hoping th 
system of jurisprudence would put an e 
commotions that had so long harassed 
Itwas thereupon agreed, that ambassadc 
be sent to tlie Greek cities in Italy, and U 
to bring home such laws from thence, 
perience had been found most equitable 
ful. For this purpose, three senators, 
mius, Sulpicius, and JVLmlius, were fis 
and galleys assigned to convoy them, 
suitable to the majesty of the Romx 
While they were upon this commissio] 
a dreadful plague depopulated the city 
and supplied tne interval of their abs< 
other anxieties than that of wishes 
vations. In about a year the plague ce 
the ambassadors returned, bringing 
body of laws, collected from the most 
states of Greece and Italy, which bei 
wards formed into ten tables, and t 
being added, constituted that celebra! 
called the laws of the twelve tables, m 
ments of which remain to this day, an 
cognised in diflPerent nations of Europe 
DVLt on this important topic it is ne< 
enlarge. The ambassadors were no s 
turned, than the tribunes required, tli; 
of men should be chosen to digest the 
laws into proper form, and to give ^ 
their execution. After long debates 
this choice should not be partly made 
people as well as the patricians, it w 
ai^reed that ten of ilie principal scnato 
he elected, wliose power continuing U 
should he equal to that of kings and 
;iud that without dny aj^peal : that 



ptnild hf dawn ihelr oMeeii usittl 
pid dtmci proper «iiU»titiici?i ; and 
lir Ififtilutorn xhould, in the? mnati 
le thdr jiuthoritjr tvith M the m- 
the former bill now iiisconiitiiii'ti power- 
loni choi«m were Apbins and Gtaadv^ 
I been elected comiJi fi^r the ciwilS 
iM^umitLK, Siilptctu^, und MiinlttM, m 
jfanas^dorn ; Status and Komulit^t tormet 
i witli Jiiliu** Vcntirjiis, und Hor^iitj^ 
of the ihsi disiinctiun« TlHi% the whoU? 
^fin of ihe titaie at mice a«stmicd s\ new 
jxd m dreadful cirpt^ri merit was g<nng to 
I (*f governing one imtion by htwi tiikeii 
frm:inneis und cuMtmif oi' another, O' 
i^rcm in its gcniua ^^nd pnlity- 
Pecemvlrit buing now invented with jd>- 
Ksweri sigreed to tuke Uif tmm of go. 
Rt b/ tunis imJ di?u cfich iboold di^* 
tftice for ii 1 1 ; i y . I n < >rd cr t; v a voi d cti v y » 
termined likewise that he alone who was 
actual exercise of power alone should be 
d with the ensigns of it $ and that each 
rest should be only preceded by a petty 
called Accensus, to distinguish him from 
jar. 

novelty of this form of government, at 
imed extremely pleasing to the people ; 
\ the moderation of the decemviri them- 
mworthy of praise. Appius, in par- 
bore away the greatest share of popu- 
his affable air, his republican professions, 
I engaging assiduity, made the people 
»rget the violence of his ancestors, or 
«y once trembled at the name. These 
•atcs, for the first year, laboured with ex. 

treme 
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treme application : they had not on 
fTom a great variety of Greek Is 
were obuged also to get them ir 
one Hermodorus, an Ephesian, a: 
selves were ignorant of the origin; 
a strong instance how tittle at mis 
mans were advanced in polite I 
length, however, by the help of the 
they formed a body of laws from tl 
from Greece, interwoven with the 
their own kings; the whole com; 
tables. These being submitted i 
were generally 'approved, engraver 
brass, and hung up to public view 
conspicuous part ex the forum. 

It was the prevailing opinion t 
was now finished, and, m conscquei 
pected, that the decemviri would 
to give up their offices ; but havii 
sweets ofpower, they were unwilli 
and, that they might have a plausib 
what they wished to do, they pretcm 
laws were yet wanting to complete 
and entreated the senate for a c< 
their appointment ; to which that b 
The choice of persons was next I 
public consideration. Appius, bi 
secret thirst for power, yet knowin 
of its exj)()sal, feigned himself qu 
wiili tlie liitigues of tlie ofiice, and 
for iin able successor, Ncverthelc 
means, lie contrived to put all those 
in jiractice, which he knew wou 
stanJin^; candidate, secure his clecti 
ingly, when the day came, Iiis coll 
surprised to sec him tlic Jirst upon tli 



i far tfie office ; and still m^rCi wlien 
i him elected b^ a e»"eat majority of 
pL'fjpks wImj mistook Ins ambition for 
^/» HifL Irknids also were elected thmu^^h 
tence, Fiibiu5, Cornelius, Servilius, Mi- 
I, AntomiiSf and Rabtilius, who were pa- 
(; toj'etKer with the jllebcjans PetiUius, 
IL anil Duelliuj^ formed the second de- 
itte. These Last three wcrti chosen from 
tha people by the interest of AppiuSj 
H ingratiate himself with the multitude, 
bdj tliat it was very projjtir tlie peopl*^ 
ha\e a share in foiining those laws, by 
tiicy were to be hereafter governed. 
lius, being thus reinstated in this high 
turned all Ins thoughts towards rendering 
ftdabk and perpetn;d 5 he therefore con-* 
bis colleagues, and knowing them to be 
CTX?atures, he opened to them hh design 
lining the power of which they had been 
to possession. As they had been previ- 
instructedt they readily came into his 
aXf and bound themselves by the most 
1 vows, never to dissent from each other ; 
to give up their authority ; and not to resort 
opinions, either of the senate or the peo- 
ut in cases of absolute necessity. At this 
I, therefore, the decemvirate put on a very 
aat appearance from that of the former 
instead only of one of them being attended 
( rods and axes, each made his appearance 
iiose ensigns of terror and authority. In- 
o£ inae^strates, mild, just, and affable, the 
e beheld them converted into monsters of 
I9 licentiousness, and cruelty. They made 
arms of justice an engine to put many of 

tliQ 
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the citizens to death, and depnve others c 
estates and country. Accusers and iiifi 
were suborned from among their depet 
ready to give evidence as they were commi 
-whiW tliose VH'ho expected redress in anf 
Justice, had no prospect of success, but tc 
into a criminal confederacy with the j 
"^ITius an universal corruption began to ; 
itself over the people ; while the good ai 
wis;e either became voluntary esciles from \ 
or secretly Inj^raHed the misfumines oJ 
coun try- 
But as such violence could not long co 
without some of the usual arts of deci 
which even tyranny must sometimes Etc 
usCj the decemviri, in order to convince th 
pie that they were not unmindful of theii 
gated trust, added two tables more of h 
those already promulgated* which alto; 
formed, as we have before said^ that hi 
laws, known by the name of tlie twit^v 
BLF.ii. In these last was introduced a lavi 
hibiling all marriages bet%^^een the patnciai 
plebeians \ by w hich the framers hoped to 
the breach between the two orders, anc 
avail thera^lves of their mutual aninr 
Their designs, however, were easily 
through ; but the people bore them wii 
tience, for the time of the expiration of 
office was now at band^ when it was er( 
they would quietly lay down Eheir usurp* 
thorfty* But they soon threw off tlie masli 
regardless either of the approbation of the \ 
or the people, continued themselves, contr 
all precedent, and against all order, smotho 
n\ the 4ecemvirate. A conduct so tyranni 
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cU:*coTitt*ntx, and thc&c wrre gif mw 
ffrcdi acts of iTniiiHjr to illenct thciiu 
wa» become lUniosi ;« dciiert, with re^ 
M IV ho had any thfng to loset and 
raviTs' mpnnty wasi then oiJf ubatefl, 
j^gy wantiHi fie^li ohjt^ct* for ibt extrreiic, 
HMMof ituvery, pmuripiioiit and muttiul 
1^ not Ji lingU* ciiiAeu i*Tt^ found who hnJ 
1^ to »uike for In* country's freciiom. 
pnmti continued to riilc witbMit cimirol, 
cofistititly {^unt dcd, noi with their Itciorj 
r biit by ii ntimcn^M.^ crowd of drncndrtit^^ 
^ »nd even puiriciiui*, whoni ihcir vict-ii 
pfbdcnLtcd round lliein> while the viita* 
M the pHtfiotic %vifre rei^tramed hy fiwT 
ptim venting Uwir con 4il4itin+ 
^iH pli:*r>my ^i mat km of the sut«^ t&c 
MhI VoUci, thofic f oTistant enernks of the 
m* tti)t^^ved their incurstansi in hopes vf 
Q|f by the inteUMit^ dhi^imisikf the people, 
hmnced within *t^H>iu rm niiJe* of Romt% 
ms a thunder<^troke to the deceinyiri, who 
> authoritY to raise an army themselves. 
It great reluctance in asking aid from the 
, whose deliberations had been long sus- 
U In this pressing juncture, however, the 
was, at last, called togetlier ; when Ap- 
1 a premeditated oration, propounded the 
a for which they were convened. He 
estred that each should speak his senti- 
mt he was called upon ; but Valerius, the 
on of Publicola, rising out of his turn, he 
dered by the tyrant to sit down. Vale- 
owever, refused to obey, but violently in- 
d against the tyranny ol^ the decemvirate, 
^ effrontery, in expecting that the senate. 
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wliose power tli(?y hsd d^sitojedt shoutc 

'take measures to support their hk 

speech revived the almost extin^ij 

of othfTS, aiid he was seconded \f 

ratius, whot with still gi^atcT fir^doroi 

ihetr hwrid imrvision of tho right* 

Hfjr* their ouimges, tlieir nipmes^ aiid tl^e 

city, Appiust Jit fim, seemed to bear il 

nmgae with piLticncc; but !%t Ust his pa 

long tised to hidnlgcnce, could no lotigw I 

pmssed ; be flew out into tlie mtist iii3«ce 

lence, r^ged against hi* oppoK*rs and llire 

to huve Honiliuii hurled from the Ti 

rock. Tlte whole body of senators at Ufl^ 

by thii mdignity, fxclainied against the| 

vir's infringement of the liberty of fintm 

as the highest brc:^ch of iht?ir privileg«ftp1 

intolerable act of power. On tliis Appiil 

tie repenting his rasliness, hegiin to ejicui 

self, by taymg, that he ivas willing wij 

berty to all cielibemtions upon the que^ 

could not bear an oration, whkti^ waf 

fTt>m the point In debate, only teemed cal 

t0 promote sedition : tliat he and his coB 

had received an unlimited power from t 

pie itll the great work of forming the Ir 

finished ; during which they were feso 

net to the extent of their power, and then 

be answerable for thdr administration. 

was a sufHcieci avowal of their intentJc 

the uncorrupt part of the senate, paiti 

Claudia S| ibe uncle of Appius* spoke v 

testation of their proceedings ; but a larg 

in the house, which the decemviri had 

ously formed) and still others whom the 

had biassedf shewed themselves inclines 



in|lC tatners being reduced to the 
Stnadon of granting a forced sanc- 
majf were immediately dismissed; 
anririy now in possession of all the 
veil as of the civil power, divided 
nto three parts ; whereof one conti- 
Lppius in tne city, to keep it in awe ; 
wo were commanded by his col- 
1 were led, one against the JEquiy 
ainst the Volsci. The Roman sol- 
itely adopted an ingenious and ef- 
lod of punishing the generals whom 
1, by suffering memselves to be van- 
the field* Tney put it in practice 
:casion, and shamefully abandoned 
upon the approach of the enemy. 
he news of a victory more joyfully 
R.omc than the tidings of this defeat ; 
;, as is always the case, were blamed 
:hery of their men ; some demanded 

nniilrl Ka At»Tir%c^A. nfViPrc rr\t*A nut 
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^eance ; and, under pretence of doing 
ticukr honour, he was appomted l&^ 
put at the head of the supplies mhicb 
from Rome to re-inforce the army. ' 
of legate was held sacred among the 
as in it were united the authority of ; 
with the reverence due to ilie priesthoi 
tatus, unsuspicious of any design a^ 
person or honour, went to the carop 
crity, where he was recet ved with aU 
nal marks of respect. But the gem 
found means of indul^ng their desire cfI 
He was sent at the head of an himdre 
examine a more commodious place for 
ment, as he had very candidly assured 
naanders, that their present situation 

fible. The soldiers, however, who acc< 
im, were assassins ; wretches who J 
been ministers of the vengeance of the d 
and who now engaged to murder him 
with all those apprehensions which his 
putation* might be supposed to inspire 
these designs they led him from the 
the hoUow bosom of a retired mountai 
they began to set upon him from behir 
tatus too late perceived the treachery c 
cemviri, and was resolved to sell his life 
as he could ; he therefore placed his bac 
a rock, and put himself in a posture of 
Though now grown old, he had still the 
of his former valour, and killed no less 
teen of the assailants, and wounded th 



* Dentatus has ibr tome tiine obtained the gloi 
latioo of the Roman Achilles ; and perhaps hia li 
lit. 
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^^H. The »JitMS!iin& tiicreforer terriAed 
PKig bravery, ^iwiwcrcd in their javc- 
khim at a. di'itance, all which he nrccivcd 
titflij wiiJi untliiuntcd rcsalutioiu The 
[ thouf^li m uritiquii! in numbcT*, was 
^^jpr tome time with dc>ubtfiil tucce^Ht 
filb his iis^ i 1 ant ^ 1>ct ho LI gli t t h ^mhc\ vi- » 
P&lf the rockt ngiu n%t which he Ktoodp 
I poured down htonta upon him from 
iTlil* succct^dcd { the old iioldicT fell b«- 
tir united effoiui j ^tcr having ^liewn 
esitht tJt^it he owed lusi fomier nnmrroiifl 
r fkmci nm to foitime but t^) valour. 
emvtri pretended to join in tlie gmeral 
for to brave a man, iind decreed him st 

witJi the iirit miliary hmi0un ; but the 
m of \lwtT apparent diitresii compai^tl 
iir known hatred, only rendered them 
re detcKt^iblc Eo the people?. A tnint- 
lowevt-'r, m\\\ more atnjcjnua t)i:jji wliiii 

related, at last inspired the citizens with 
»n to break all measures of obedience, 
mancipate themselves into freedom* 
iSf who still remained at Rome, sitting 
on his tribunal to dispense justice, be- 
rery young maiden ot exquisite beauty, 
to one ofthe public schools, attended 
nurse. The charms of this damsel, 
ed by all the innocence of virj^in mo- 
uffht his attention, and fired his heart. 

following, as she passed, he thotight 

more beautiful than before, and hln 
is still more inflamed with desire. Pie 

resolved to obtain the gratification of 
m, whatever might be tlie consequence, 

preliminary step, took meaxu t6 inform ^ 
M 2 himMrlf 



Appius, iit first, resolved to break this 
unil lo espouse her himself; but the laws 
twelve tiibles had forbidden the patrician 
termarry with tlie plebeians ; and he coi 
infringe a regulation which he had been ; 
ous to establisli. Nothing therefore re 
ibr him to attempt but a criminal eni< 
which, as he was long used to the indulg 
his passions, he resolved to obtain. After 
vainly tried to corrupt the fidelity of hei 
he had reccmrse to another expedient sti 
guilty. He secretly prevailed upon one CI 
wlio had long been the minister of his pi 
to assert that the beautiful maid was hi 
and to refer the cause to his own tribi 
decision. Claudius l)ehaved exactly ac 
to his instructions ; for, entering into tin 
where Virginia was placed among her 
companions, he sei/edupon her as his p 
and was going to drag her away by iin 
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lonedp It was but reasonable the slave 
pe delivered into his custody, as her 

Siner. 
e decemvir aiFected to be struck with 
Ce of his claims ; he observed, that if the . 
father were present, he might imieeJ be 
» delay the delivery of the maiden for 
iie, but that it was not lawful for htm, 
fe^nt case, to detain her from her law- 
cr. He therefore adjudged her to Clau- 
his slave, to be kept by him till Vitf 
ihould be able to prove his paternity. 
Etence w:is received with loud murmurs 
[toadies by the raukitude ; the women in 
ir surrounded the innocent Virginia, as 
f to protect her from the judge's fury ; 
ilius her lover, boldly opposed the de- 
I obliged Claudius to take refuge under 
tnal of the decern vir^ for whom he was 
le. All things now threatened an open 
:ion, when Appius, . fearing the event, 
proper to suspend his judgment till the 
f Virginias, who was with the army, at 
listance from Ronje. The day follow. 
fixed for the decision ; and in the mean 
>pius sent letters to the generals to con- 
;inius, as his arrival in town might only 
kindle sedition among tlie people, 
tters, however, were intercepted by the 
x's friends, who sent him a full relation 
isiCTi laid against the liberty and the 
f -his only daughter. Virginius upon 
ending the death of a near relation, ob- 
frmission to leave the camp, and flew to 
aspired with indignation and revenge. 
igly, the next day he appeared before 

N 3 the / 



tribunal, to the astonishment of App9 

ding his weeping da«|jhter bj the hand, bd 
bited in the deei>est mournings. Cliiudius, ti 
cuser, was also there, and began by urgij 
.s spec i oils claims ; he said it was well kncy^ 
lat the childTen of slaves belonged to the il 
cers of their parents, and that Virg-inia was bd 
n slavery*- He observed, that pity might bei 
inducement to many to forega their claims, 1 1 
that he %vas determined to sacrifice all mintii 
considerations to justice. He then produced 
female slave, whom he had corrupted, to sw^ 
til at she had sold Virginia to the wife of her I 
puted father ; and concluded his pretensions I 
assert! ngt that he could confirm Her testinioi 
by that of many others, were it needful- ,VI 
dnius next spoke; he represented that his wi 
liid borne miiny children; that her pregnan 
was known to all her neighbours i that, if 
had intentions of adopting asupposititiousdi 
lie would have fixed upon a boy rather tb; 
eirl ; that it was notorious to all, tit at his 
had suckled her own child ; and that it was 
prising such a claim should be received, 
fifteen years* silent acquiescence. 

While the father spoke this with a stei 
Virginia stood trembling by, and with 
of persuasive itmocence, added weight to 
retnonstrances. The people seemed enti' 
ti^iicd of the infamy of the business ; but 4 
unwilling to forego his criiuiniil desi^ 
f L'arftil lest the iirguments of Virginiu 
have dangerous effects upon the multi 
temipted him, under a pretence of b 
ficiently instructed in the merits of t 
" Yes (says he), my conscience obli/ 



f thai I myitlf am a witness of tb^ tnuh 
i^K»sttioi)cif Claudius. Mo^ of this ;k5- 
leoow thac I yini& hh gnanltan to thU 
End I was ?ci7 caiir dp|)^Tis«d» thai lie 
ght lo ciiis young woman I Uut cbeaiws 
ibiict and ^e dissendoiis of ehe pectple« 
rv«ntiKl my doing ju^ce. Haw^va-, 
t now loo Ute; and, bj- ibe power 
n me for the public goad* I mdjud^ 
i to be the property of Ctaudkis, tJie 
\ Go therefore, Uctors, disperse the- 
je 5 and make room for a ma^er to re* 
bim&elf of his slave*" 
±orS) in obedience to his comniandt 
e off the throng thai pre.sscd round the 
they then seized upon Virginia, and 
rering her into the hands of Claudius, 
;inius, who found that all further ef- 
ild prove ineffectiiLil, seenu^l to ac- 
I the sentence. He therefore mildly 
Appius to be permitted to take a last 
' one whom he had long considered as 
and after this indulgence, he would 
lis duty with fresh alacrity. With this 
nvir complied, but upon condition, 
endearments should pass in his prc- 
irginius, with the most poignant an- 
k his almost expiring daughter in bM| 
a while supported her head upon ms 
d wiped away tlie tears that ro" 
lovely face. But his fatal resoluti 
, and the endearments of love werej 
s of honour. Happening to be i 
surrounded the forum, he sns| 
It lay on the shambles, and i 
er, " My dearest lost child (^l 



B.o"a*^'' 




?heir assent, 2^^ ^^ '"^'^v Sd retiwd a 
behind A«e^^.-*'?^I d^y;>^^„ .,hld 

'. ^°^^ &d to PPP^t Sd c»me over m 

been torme ^^jment, ana 



^ios^ Vif^inius, but lie declined the office* 
" Uj daughter (said he), is dead, and I 
" have not yt-t avenged ber* Before I can ac- 
** cept of any honour, her manes must be ap- 
" peaaed ; and what prudence, what modem- 
•♦ tion, can you erpect from a man whom our 
** tyrant has reduced to desperation ? I shall bo 
•* more serviceable to the common cause as a 
" pnvate soldier than as a generaL" 

These weighty considerations made them re- 
solve on choosing other commanders, atid hence 
nriginaied the military tribunes, who, in the 
sequel held a relative rank with the generals in 
ihe army, as the tribunes of the people did with 
the consuls in the city. 

Apptus, m the mean time, CTerted all His in- 
fluence to quell the disturbance in the city j but, 
finding the tumult incapable of being controlledt 
and perceiving that his mortal enemies, Valerius 
and HoratiiiSj were the most active in opposition, 
he at first attempted to find safety by flight; 
nevertheless, being encouraged by Oppius, one 
of his colleagues, he ventured to assemble the 
wnate, and urged the punishment to be inflicted 
upon deserters* The senate, however, were far 
ftom giving him the relief he sought for ; they 
foresaw the dangers and miseries that threatened 
4e state, in case of opposing the incensed ;inny ; 
Jiccordingly they dispatchedmessengers to them, 
f/ffering to restore their former mode of govern- 
ment, by consuls and tribune i»- To this pro- 
poial the people joyfully as^eniedj and the army 
theerfully entering into tJie same views, vi:- 
turned to the city, if not with the ensigns, at 
Jeast with the pleasure of a triumphant entry. 

Thus ended the decemvirate, after havings- 

continue? 
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continued somewhat less than three year 
the govemment of Rome was a ^coa 
changed by an attempt on female chastity 
the decemviri had done, that was really 
cial, remained in full force ; Uie laws ik 
promulgated were considered as a pe 
code oi public and private rights to the 
citizens* and ever mHI be regarded wiih 
tion nmong civilised nations. The merit 
compilation indeed is so great that it th 
partial lustre over the decemirirate, an 
manf of its crimes ; yet tlie unanimous v 
the Roman historians is loud in invectives 
the officers who composed tti or rather t 
the infamous Appiusi who waii the Im 
sotirce of offieiice. I 
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tretnble at seeing so many of their members 
naced with destruction. DuilHus, however* om 
of the tribunes, a man more moderate than tie- 
rest of his coUeagiies* quieted their feari by 
openly profcssingj that no more blood should lit 
shed on this occasion j tliat sufficient vengeaticfr 
had been taken for the death of Virginia, ami 
that he interdicted all future prosecutions u& 
that account. 

This allayed the fears of the sa^ate for the 
present ; but tliey soon found cause of fresh re- 
sentment. The two new consuls seemed entrrelf 
to have abandoned the interests of tlie pairiciafti; 
and, equally popular with U:e tribunes theitb 
selves, to study only the gratification of the peo* 
pie. They procured a law to be ratified, for tC 
had been projected before, by which each of the- 
plebeians should, in his individual capacity, havt 
as much influence in all elections imd delibcR^ 
tions whatsoever, as any one of the patriciaiMi 
which gave the finishing blow to all distinctioti 
betrveea them. A law so injurious to the ptmfiP 
of tlie senate, produced^ as may be easily m\ 
posed, a desire to mortify the consuls ^ who on! 
aimed at increasing their own influence, by tA 
depression of tliat body- An opportunity foe 
th ia^j joon offered ; for the consuls, havi 
against the JEqm and the Sabii! 
ft complete victory, and in consequenor 
led a triumph. The seiiate, howe?er, 
resolved to mortify them, and deelilltf 
I unworthy of tliat honour. The cc»sm| 
jded to the people, and^ complaining loudly 
Jl^ •^senate, obtained a decree for lli 
% triumph, by the authority of the 
Oifi- Thus die two orders of th^ 
i stale 
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o&dnued for some years rfiutualljr oppoB- 
tch other; the patricians defending the 

i shadow of distinction which was left them ; 

tiiie people daily insisting upon fresh con- 
IbnSf as if their appetites increased by what 
I granted to satisfy them. In short, the 
It which the republic had experienced by the 
taon and abolition of tlie decemvirs, caused, 
more than fifty years, a vibration in the go- 
tjnent, which prevented it from becoming 
onary^ There was a constant action and 
ction between die different orders ; and the 
nan people, having acquired a habit of 
ige, seemed at lost to confound tnno oration 
I improvement* 

tcanwhile, these intestine tumults produced 
kness within the state, and conKdence in the 
ny abraadi The war with the ^qui and 
ifcj still continued ; and as each year some 
ing advantages were obtained over the Ro- 
is, they, atXast, advanced so far, as to make 
r incursions to the very walls of Rome. But 
the courage only of the Romans seemed di- 
Uhed by Uiese contests, but their other vir- 

also, particularly their justice. About this 
;, the inhabitants of two neighbouring cities, 
lea and Aricia, had a contest between them- 
es, about some lands that had long been 
naed by both. At length, being unable to 
»e, they referred it to the senate and people 
Rome. The senate had yet some of the 
ciples of primitive justice remaining, and re- 
d to determine the dispute. But the people 
lily undertook the decision, and one Scap- 
, an old man, declaring, that these very 
U of right belonged to Rome, they immc- 
,0M^.— I. o diately 
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diatelf voted themselves to be tJia legs! pD^t«^ jr 
sors, and sent home the former Udgajits, ihh 4 
roughly convinced of their ovti folly, and ofih^ 
Roman m justice. 

The tribunes also grew m^re and moiie tuT^tl' 
lent ; and having now obtained a prmcipal sHatt , 
in the administration of some department rfi 
government J nothing would satisfy them with* 
out having a participation of the whole* WitJl 
these views, they proposed nvo laws, in Anokikm 
of the sanctions of the twelve tables ; one to p#p. 
mit plebeians to intermarry witli patriciami 
and the other, to allow them m be admitted !* 
the considship also. The seiiators received %hm 
propositions with their accustomed indignalkwv 
and seemed resolved to undei^ tlie utmost ti- 
tremities, rather than to be instnimental in p'f* 
ing them force. However, finding their ripiist* 
ance only increase the commotions of the stat«j 
Without the probability of ultimately prevailin|ji 
they, at last^ consented to pass the law concent 
ing marriaees, hoping that this concession wo^U 
have satisfied the people. But they were a^ 
peased but for a very short tinrw ; for returning 
to their old custom of refusing to enlbi upon thi 
approach of the enemy, the consuls w«re fof^^t 
to hold a private conference with the chief rf, 
the senate ; where, after marty debates, CI; 
dius proposed an expedient, as the most probi^ 
bk means of satisfying the people in the ptricnt 
conjuncture. His plan was by no means to 
taminate the consulship, by suffermg it to <jO W i 
into the hands of the people j but to create wt 
or eit^ht governors in the room of conpihi 
whereof one half, at least, should be patrietafiii 
I'hii. pmject, which was but a poor subtefftfg»«f 
^ buiKiUol 
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I and was, in €acu granting what 
anded, pltased the whole meet- 
f 5 and, tl^^i noUiing might seem pre-concerted 
ng Uicm, they agreedt tliatj at die next 
pitMic meettng of the seiiatet the consuls should » 
cisitrary to their uisual custom, begin by asking 
the opinion of the youngest senator j whereas, 
fbnserlyr they alvmys began by asking that of 
the senior. Upon assembling ilie senate» one of 
llie tnb lines accused them of holding secret 
meetings ^^^ concerting dfingcrous designs 
against tlie iiuerestii of the people. Tlie consuls, 
on the other hand, averred their innocence; and, 

6 demonstrate their sincerity, gave any of the 
loger members of tlie house leave to propound 
limr opinions. These remaining silent, such of 
the older senators as were known to be popular, 
began by observing, tliat tlie people ought to be 
iomilged in their request ; that none so w<Jll de- 
served power, as those who were most instru- 
menial in gaining it j and tliat the city could 
not be free until all were reduced to pt^rfecc 
equality. 

Claudius, a shad been agreed upon, spoke noKt ; 
and, though he professed to be very willing to ad- 
rance tlie propositions of those who spoke before 
him, die better to conceal his designs, he broke 
out into bitter invectives against the people ; as- 
serting that it was his opinion the law should 
HOC pass. This produced some disturbance 
among the plebeians ; but at length, Genutins, 
at if to conciliate the senate and the people, 
jwx^osed, as had been pre-concerted, that 
ai governors should be annually chosen, witli 
ponsular authority, three from the senate, and 
dwee from the people j and that when the time 

o 2 of 



of their magistracy should be expired, the 
would be tor the consideration of the p« 
whether they would have the some form c 
nued» or whether the consulship should n 
to its former establishment. This project 
eagerly embraced by the people, because it 
mised something new ; and leave was give 
any of the plebeians to stand for this new o 
Yet so fickle were the multitude, that th< 
many of their own rank stood, not one of i 
was thought worthy of the honour, anc 
choice wholly fell upon the patricians, wh 
fered themselves as candidates. Thus the 
pie, who were still clamorous for innova 
could not avail themselves of any conces 
they gained from their opponents, for waj 
unanimity and prudence. 
^ Q The new magistrates were called 

443' litary Tribunes ; they were at first 
three, afterwards they were incre;is< 
four, and at length to six. Tliey possesse 
power and the ensigns of consuls, yet 
authority being divided among a number, 
singly was of less consequence. The first 
were chosen only continued in their ofl^ce s 
three months, the augurs having found s 
thing amiss in the ceremonies of their elec 
and m a short time the new institution was 
aside. 

On this, the consuls once more came inl 
fice ; and, in order to lighten the weight of 
ness which they were obliged to sustain, a 
office was created, namely, that of Cense 
be chosen ever}' fifth year. Their business 
^o take an estimate of tlie number and esta 

'e people, and to distribute them into thci: 
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:i» iiispect into the lives and manners 
tr-citizens \ to cashter senators for 
to di&inotmt knights, and to cle- 
ans into an inferior tribcj in case of 
,r. The first two censors were Pa- 
emproniusi both patncians; and 
er they continued to be elected for 
ulred year^. 

on served to restore peace for some 
the orders ; and a triumph gained 
licians, by Ge^ajiius tiie consuif 
liniversal satisfaction tliat reimied 
eople* As it was observed of the 
a victory gained at the Olympic 
the conqueror to the highest pitch 
lendor» so it might be s^id of the 
: a triumph was the greatest honour 
f had any idea* For this their ge- 
, not less than for the lienefit of the 
iie people also, when entertained 
lectacles, forgot tlieir private dis- 
i empty notion of their country's 

which succeeded the nomination of 
however of short continuance ; for 
fter, a famine pressing hard upon 
i usual complaints against the rich 
d ; and these, as before, proving 
)roduced new seditions. The con- 
used of neglect, in not having stored 
:ities of com ; they, however, dis- 
censures which they were conscious 
deserve, content with exerting all 
attempts to supply the pressing ne- 
Jt though they did all that could 
from active magistrates, in provid- 
o 3 ing 
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ing aiid dUtribiitiiig prnvhiom w t2» poor; 
Spunus Msrltds^ m rich knightf who \md ma 
poltsed all die cotd of Tmcany, by far fmuhoM i 
them in liberality* Thit demjtgogDP, who baJ ^ 
long beheld the camrtiisiDns of the %miv with » ^ 
malignant pleai^urt^ i^^as Inflamed with m ^^m 
secret desw of becoming pow«tfisl>f iumniTII-fl 
tions ; he therefore diitnbuted cfltn mih the HI* jQ 
most liberality swnong the pf>trrer *mt each day, ^ 
lill at last hU house became the aiyliim tif ^ 
such as wiihed to eichaflge a ttfe of Iiil»oiir foc^ 
one of lazy dependence. Wlien he had thn 
duced a sufficient number of parttraiu, he 
cured Varge quant it ic* of nrm» to be pttf * 
and brought inta h{% hattJie by nigbtt snd I 
a plan of crnisplrueyi by which he wai 
made cooimander ; while SDme of the crtbunev ■ 
whom he had found mrani to comipttWciTto i<t C 
under him in usurping the libertlei of hii conn* M 
try. Minuctui, howevetr who at tliat tinie *r*i 
appointed to the care of providing (m the people, , 
early dtscoveivd tlie pU>t that was that jrvrmrd 
against the public freedom } and tnfonnin^ tJie 
senate of the narticulart, they vmmedi^te!f 
formed a resolution of creating a dictator* whi 
should haire the power of quelling the contp* 
racy, ^ ithont appealing m the people : Cmcuh 
nanis, who was now eighty year« oldi but niU 
po^^esiing all the intrepid coumge of youth, waa 
chosc'ti once more to rescue hit country hmn 
impending dangcTf which he accomplished with 
hi^ UNual felicity. He began by ^umm^iinm^ 
M:Flin^ to appear! who being, ai l»e thought* 
»u4iciently ^uppr.rted by the mnhttode* nl^^m i 
'' '^y. Cincmnatujt next tent Ahmlmt hit wmm- 
" the horiCf to force him i who 
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follow him to the Jict3tf>r*s IrihuTtklf 
f€fusal» Ahiila killed him upon th^ 
Jriic diciAtor applauded the resolmron of 
IPTV, ii-< Iximg justified hy ncces^Jry, and 
nJcd the conspirator's goods to be sold* 
m to be demolished, and his stores to be 
ted among the pe<mle. 
igh the treasonable designs of Ms! ins 
i have been incontrovertible, the tribtmcs 
people v^^ere much enraged at his deatli ; 
irder to shew their resentment to tlie se- 
the next election, instead of consuls, in- 
Wpoti restoring their military tribunes. 
iu requisition die senate wen? obliged to 
'; but, though the plebeiims had a right 
g taken into the office, three patricians, 
lie former elect i on > w'ere again choseUnp 
txt year, however, the government re- 
to its ancient channel, un^er the consular 

an endless succession of intestine dis- 
;ave confidence to the enemies of Rome, 
eians and the Volscians proceeded with 
istpmary incursions, and even the allies 
ne began to waver in tlieir allegiance. 
, an ancient colony belonging to the Rp- 
revoltej to Tolumniiis, king of the 
; and still more to aggravate their crime, 
urdered the ambassadors who were sent 
plain of their infidelity. To punish this 
t with signal vengeance, a dictator was 
,cd, and the choice fell upon Mamercus 
is. A victory was obtained over the 
he king of their nation was slain ; and 
is marched back to Rome, with all the en- 
' triumph, enriched by the spoils of a king. 

In 
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In such a state of internal distractiou, 

ever, it Eippears as tf the senate and ci 

could cany on no business bj- their own : 

rity alone, since we find them the year f 

ing creatjdg iT;nother dictator, to oppose a t 

eiied confederacy of the Veian nations- 

liiis Priscui! was chosen to this high office 

tlie year succeeding we read of jEmiHu 

former dictator, being re-elected- Hav 

seems, no employment abroad, he was reso! 

do something at home ; and accordingly \ 

means of altering the contmuance of the t, 

ship from its original period of duration, 

year and a half; for which the censors soo 

fined and degraded him, upon laying do^ 

office. This conduct of theirs, on the 

hand, enraged the people, and, tastead c 

suls, military tribunes were the next tinrv 

sen. In about four years after, consul; 

introduced again, and upon a threatened 

si on of the ^qui, a dictator, Posthumr 

bcro, was created^ who closed his oSice 

triumph. Four years after this, tlie fluci 

of councils occasioned an establishment o 

tary tribunes again, and tlieir want of sut 

war obliged the people to create -^mtli 

the third time, dictator, who merited a 

triumph. For two years after this, milln 

biines continued ; then consuls, and th 

bunes again : tlius die government, v 

5teaii''"^e^^ or equipoise, continued to fli 

between the different orders, for more t] 

teen years ; during which time, there "w 

little important transacted, either abn 

at home ; the senate seemed to have lost 

energy, and the people all their military 
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^rtner, who were possessed of the rJches of 
He, appeared indifferent about the cojices-* 
f any privileges, tf they could ward off an 
Ian law ; and the people wasted so much 
1 attcnJitig die haningues of their tribunes, 
gy fell Into habitual poverty, disconteutt 
Ptetlence. Whenever tlie approach of an 
was talked of, the danger was so mag- 
either by the fears or the real weakness 
state* that nothing but tliat desperate aU 
,ve of choosiiiB; a dictator could be found 
sose It- So that in a period of twenty 
we find the people above ten times giving 
eir liberty, their possessions, and their 
to one of their fellow-ctti'/ens^ and only 
Dd for their safety to his virtues* The^e 
te magistrates, it is true, in some measure 
^d discipline to tlae army, and increased 
ritorics of the state ; but it was purchasing 
gst too dear to give up all that was vahi- 
life for its acquisition. The ill effects in- 
»f their absolute authority were not disco- 
till many years after ; at this period, the 
seemed pleased with electing a magistrate 
their own body, who could intimidate the 
: the multitude, on the other hand, were 
to follow and obey one who generally led 
o conquest and plunder ; for the dictators 
f divided the spoils of the conquered 
among them, in order to increase their 
opularity. Thus the plunder of Anxur, 
taken from the Volscians, seemed to dif- 
new spirit amongst them ; which, how- 
:ontinued no longer than until their nec| 
ailed for a new supply. 
ouldbe useless to detail the discordant i 
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tiousiicss liberty*. At length, how 
nate hit upon an expedient, which sei 
jjj to increase their own power, and ; 

time was highly pleasing to the peo 
it evinced how greatly the Romans 
from their former virtues. The ci 
went to the field, had hitherto f 
country's battles without pay; the 
bandmcn and soldiers; the same 
brandished the sword at one seasor 
holding the ploue^h in another ; anc 
obliged to furnish not only their ow 
their own provisions during the car 
these difficulties and deprivations, h< 
cheerfully acquiesced, as the hopes 
. ■ and tlie honours of returning in tri 

• il considered as an ample compensati 

theless, it sometimes fell out, that 
paign was of lonc^ continuance, thei; 
remained untille^, and they themsel 
duced the next season to extreme 
Hence they were obliged to incur 
hence proceeded that various train c 
usuries, and petty cruelties, Avhich ' 
made use of to oppress their debt 

* Duiing these comaotioos the Roman am 
their hainU in thf blood of tbdr general, to « 
hith-rto, in all changes, shewn a high degrci 
spe-r. The victim we allude to wu Pokthum 
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_^ itlicr tn oiitigiuej thn^ cviK the sc- 
i3m«>u*ly ciime tn ii irattiltitidn of pAy* 
e sf^Uiety out of th*? tr«Eiiiiur)r i and lar 
krpote they Uittl on a new tax, from winch 
rf Ulc c i tr/ tni k were to 1 k cxcin pt ihI - l' h t » 
tioiip ill sonie tnuasiun*, guvt? ,i new turn 
Roman mode of waHUie ; a* ^\ fmi stiiglu 
■ hAve been c;illcd incuisioiH, w^-iu n*>w 
ic TcguUir protnicted e^irtiKiigiiK- I'hrt 
^ ;ilio naU no lon^r occsiitioii to iinjHmutm 
Hoencc of ihv trit>uno«, in order to tuise uu 
i< II the peopk would Rladly i^nlm^ wncc 
■ surt' of tla-Sr reMMrd. Nothfatf thi'ri> 



could cxcL'cd tboir joy upon ihis occn* 
ihcy surmunded the scr\utc*hou4e with uc* 
itttvm; Uiey oilcred to follow the conscvipc 
*% wherever tliey sljouUl lead them, niui 
lied diat ihetr rnurmurs should now beh».';t 
•Htituile. ^tliL' soldiers indeed, bocanie 
snpple and more submissive ; but they lost 
i of their patriotism and independence. 
le senate, thus reconciled to the peo- ^^ q 
nd now become masters of an army 403, 
hey could keep in the field as long as 
:hoitght proper, resolved to take signal vcn- 
:e on the Veians, and besiege their capital 
though the attempt should endanger tlieir 
The city of Veii nad long been a flourisli- 
»trong, and formidable place ; it was seated 
a rock, and ftimished with resolute and 
>rous defenders. It had lately changed its 
of government, from a republican to a 
I and such a change being disliked by tlie 
of this state, contributed, in some mea- 
to their tamely suffering it to be surrounded 
be Roman army. The Romans, indeed, 

hud 
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had every reason to inspii 
ment. The Veians had k 
Rome ; they had ever take 
its internal distresses to rav; 
had even treated its amba 
phiin of these injuries, w 
therefore determined, thi 
should cost, was to fall ; 
cordingly sat regularly do\ 
for a long and painful resis 
of the place may be inferred 
of the sie^e, which lasted i 
which time, the army 
round it, lying, in winter, 
the skins of beasts, and ir 
the operations of the attac 
success, and many were t 
directed the siege ; someti] 
works were destroyed, anc 
cut off, by sallies from tl 
they were annoyed by an j 
attempted to bring assistan 
siege so bloody seemed to t 
to Rome itself, by draining 
away ; so that a law was 
for all tlie bachelors to mai 
soldiers who were slain, 
people also did not fail to 
dertaking still more arduoi 
murmurs and artifice, in i 
home. Tliey blamed th( 
prohibited the taxes from 
were to pay the soldiery ; u 
plex tlie senate, they began 
of the Agrarian law. 

Unceasing dissension am^ 



I Furiu& Camillas dictator ; and 
■Wtroited the sole power of conduct- 
i|gh|irotracted war. Camillus, with- 
W cr any solicitation, had raised him- 
I first eminence in the state : he had 
I one of the censors some time before, 
:onsidered as the head of that ofHce ; 
erwards made a military tribune, and 
s post gained several advantages over 
'• In short, his courage and abilities 

amply tried, and proved him to be 
hy to serve his country on this press- 
on. Upon his appointment, numbers 
»ple flocKed to his standard, confident 

under so experienced a commander, 
lingly drew out his forces against the 
id overthrew the Falisci, one of the 
in confederated against Rome^ witli 
g;hter : the Capenates also shared the 

and were obliged to beg protection : 
, being thus master of the field, he 
,1 Ills force to the vigorous prosecution 
e of Veil. Conscious, however, that he 
* to tale the city by storm, he secretly 
. mine into it, with vast labour, which 
to the midst of the citadel. Being 
sd of success, and finding tlie city in- 

relicf, he sent to the senate, desiring •'' 
ho chose to share in tlie plunder o^ 
Id inimcdiately repair to the arnw' 

I' w 
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Then giving his men directions how to eatSFi 

the breach, the city was mstiindy filled -withl 

legbni, to the ^ma^emcnt and confasios ufd 

b^ieged, ^hOf but a moment bdwe, had I 

posed in perfect security. Thus, like a seed 

Troy* was the city o£ Veii taken* aiter 3in 

years* sieges imd^ith its spoih, ennched tlie a 

querors ; while Camillus, transported with | 

honour of ha vine subdiied the rival of hit ^ 

live city, trium^ied after the manner of I 

kings of Rome, having his chariot drawn | 

four milk-white horses;— a degree of sph^ 

ostentation which disgusted the majority eH 

spectators^ and gave them an unfkronrabiM 

^preislcm of the general's moderation, ] 

Soon after, however, tlie people pretenM 

find stiU greater cause of offence- Thdrj 

bunes had. proposed that the senate and pf^ 

should divide into two parts; whereof, one 5fal( 

continue- in Rome, the other should 

Veii, their new conquest* ThisCamilhis ( 

opposedt and diverted the mukimdc from \ 

intention, though it procured their anger** i 

were they less displeased with him, when 1 

found themselves obliged to restot? the d 

part of the plunder they had taken, wl 

before the siege, he had devoted to ApoUoi.^ 

soldiers, for uie most part* had spent tl 

long since ; so that they must hare been ij 

pable of refunding, had not the Roman ylr^ 

parted with their golden oniainents, toj 

amount of eight talents of gold, to supply t4 

I 

* In thU Cimtlluft ictexl like i touivd polhidaa, ImI 

unpaimUr it mif^ be. A ilrilry wouli lutiui^tly hut*! 

Lr^wcf Q two eqtt»l rawnt^ and the cun^cc^ucoce^ v»jM 

Wwi jki*l iff tHjtbt ^j 



\ ||«nemu y^ttkm^ thry were decre«4 the 
of having fiOierul «r,ititnis pronounce'cl 
r tnHlic^, which bad aoi been allowed 

m, litwevvr, WAS rendered by this step 
llfiopaUr than ever 5 but hv cnniolcd him- 
111 the ri?tlt;cti<m that he had diichiLrged a 
Jut}* ( yaid such wnsi rlic reiipect paid to 
llOtJ, thali uotwlUis-tuudiug this* i^*?iwnil 
I he w«s, same time iUtiT, cixMted one ut" 
iliurv tribune.^, and scut aj^atnvt the Fa» 
idio liiid been making their accustomed 
mOM wpcin ilio RoRum terriiories. Hi si 
PDod i on une nttcndinl him in thi» e^pedf- 
Ee rtntted their firmy, and l»esieped iheir 
I city Falcni, which ihreaieiirdalong and 
illfl reiiitance. 1' he reduc ti tm of thi ji h tt k 
however, would ficarcely have d<?served 
liiigf bad It iWJt Ijccu tVir an action of the 
It g€nt*ral* that has done liim more eredit 
posterityt than all his triumphs united, 
oolmaster, entrusted with the care of the 
en belonging to the principal men of the 
bund means to decoy them into the Roman 
, and offered to put them into the hands of 
lus« as the surest means of inducing tlie 
IS to a speedy surrender. " With these 
dthe unprincipled tutor), I deliver you the 
II9 and 1 prefer the friendship of the Ro- 
ns to the post I hold in Falerii.** The gc- 
, struck with the treachery of a wretcli, 
» duty it was to protect innocence^ for some 
regarded him with a stem air, but at last 
Iff words, " Execrable villain (cried the 
& Roman )» offer thy abominable proposals 
Cftatur^s like thyself, and not to me ; what 
p 2 " tliough 
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«< though we be the enemies of yc 
** there are natural ties that bind a 
«* wliich should never be broken. 
" duties required from us in ^var, ; 
** peace: we fight not against an : 
*• cence, but against men ; men wh 
«* us illiiideedy but yet, whose crime! 
•* when compared to thine. Again: 
*« arts, let it be my duty to use only '. 
** the arts of valour and of arms." 
he immediately ordered him to he s 
hands tied behind him, and, in that i 
manner, to be whipped into the town 
scholars. This generous behaviour 
effected more than his arms could 
the magistrates of the town, who h; 
bur)' themselves in its ruins, imme 
mitted to the senate, leaving to C 
conditions of their surrender, who 
them a sum of money to satisfy his 
received them under the protection a 
alliance of Rome. 

But the veneration which the virt 
miilus had excited abroad, seemed 
adapted to gain the respect of the tu 
buncs at home, as they d:iily raised 
accusation against him. To the char 
an opposer ot' their intended migr 
Rome to Veii, they added that of 
concealed a pait of the plunder oi 
partivTiilarly two brazen gates for hi 
and appointed him a day ou wliici 
betorc the peoplo. Caniill'.is, tinvliu; 
titude oxas|vrauJ again^it him, ant 
iheir inijratitiide, resolved not to sii 
*i:noniir.y of a trial ; but embracin 



I diSiJren, prepai^d to dcpaxt ftom ELmie* 
luul alrcfijj passcil ai l^iir ^s one o( die 
Sei^ ti^^iitendedt on his vraj, 2nd ttikbiBiefited. 
hav he could suppress bis ii^giiatiaa no 
j^^ I bui turning hi^ face to the capiioU and 
*^ up his hands to heaven, iiicreiited 2II the 
tfiat )iis country might o«ie daj be sen- 
if their injustice and tngTEtJtnde* He- iheo 
ed rm and took reftig^f at Ardca, a town 
L link* dislam-e from Rome^ is'here he after- 
Sir di lif:inied thai he had been fitu?d fifteen 
ed asses, hy the tribunes at Rome* 
f retieat of Camillus gave iniimte pleasure 
} hb enemies ; but they soon had reason to re- 
nt their injustice, and to wish for the assist- 
£e of one who alone was able 10 protect his 
untry from mm. For jmt at tli is crisis a more 
Tible and redoubtable enemy bee^an to loake 
i appearance, than the RoinaBs nad ever yet 
countered. The Gauls, a barbarous nativni, 
ad about two centuries before made iin irrup- 
tion from beyond the Alps, and settled in the 
liGrtheni provinces of Italy ** They had bet:n 

* Love and wine are Mid to hav^ tint led the G»uk iuro 
(tiJy Arum, odc oi ihe piinctpil diktn^ of Clit^iuTni a 
^ty of l^truria, hid J pupil who pleased bJi wUV ^ a be in htr 
turn chjrmt'd the pupil, though the gu:iidun h.id lUtlc fc.iaon 
to be f(]ua]ty pltiicd wllh the gaixi iindr standing hetwcen 
ihttti. He cotaylMntd to the ten^^e of Cluiibm, who ^j^id 
mt iny ^ttehtmn to hh talc. Th<^ Injuned husband then | as»edk 
rhf Alpi, atid firodijced before the GjuIs not hisi iQ^t-miT 
iumplj4nti| but ^ome goad w1tv«, with the tiitc A^^ckV 
midc ?hem ^li^quiinicd f and praiimg ihe coui^^^^^^^r 
4iiCed ibii eicclcnt bevaii^r, raised La tbetnt^ * 

t«)|it. Frctm I be Seme, the Marne, «ndl1»f ' 
mit N> iitii^ their i^fpettccf^ and to lify 

t "J 
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allured to pass their native barrier 
liciousness of the vines, and the so 
climate; and wherever they cam 
possessed the original inhabitants, 
men of superior courage, extraordii 
wild in their aspect, ferocious in th 
and prone to change. Not content 
subdued and peopled most of the n( 
of Italy, they were still inviting 
their native deserts beyond the Al 
over, and spread terror and desol 
fruitful! regions of this ncwly-discc 
try. A body of these, wild from t 
habitations, were now besieging Clu 
of Etruria, under the conduct of Bi 
king. The Clusians, frighted at xbi 
and still more at their savage app 
treated the assistance, or at least 
tion, of the Romans. The senate 
had made it a maxim never to refus' 
tlieir suppliants, were anxious, how 
first instance, to send ambassadors t* 
to dissuade them from their enterp 
shew the injustice of their irruptior 
ingly, three young senators were d 
the family of the Fabii, to manag 
mission, who seemed better fitted 1 
tliim the cabinet. Krennus receiver 
a degree of complaisance, that arg 
tlie barbarian ; and, de>irir.g to kn 
siness oi' their embassy, was answei 
ir.g t'.> iheir instnictionb, that it wa: 
mary in Italy to make war, bi.i 
gr..unJs of provocation : and th.Jt t 
ii) kr.(»w, what offence tho citi/.t'ns 
t'id ^Ivcn to tho kin^; ct" ti:c Gau4 



itemly replied, iliat the rights of dio 
lay in their s worth ; diat the Romans 
lititute no other title to tlie nxAtiy citte* 
' coTiqaei-ed i and Uiat he had particular 
f resentment against the peo]:?le of Clu-* 
they refused to part with those laiid^^ 
.ey had nciiJier hanJs to till, nor inha- 
to occupy. The Roman ambassadors. 

Ere little a^td to hear tJie Unguage of in- 
nee, for a while dissembled their resent-. 
^ this haughty reply ; but, upon entering 
fieged city* instead of acting as amkis^ 
i they forget their sacrsHl characters, and 
t the citizens in a sally against the be- 
■ In this combat, Fabius^ Anibastus 
t Gaul with his o^vn hand, but ^vxks dis^ 
I while he w%ts despoiling him of bis 
L A conduct so u^ust and indecorous, 
I the resentment of Brennus, who having 
Ws complaint by a herald to the senate, 
iding np redreiis, immediately broke ^p 
ge of Clusium, and marched his coii-p 
J army to attack Romt! herself, 
countries til rough which the Gauls passed, 
r rapid progress, made little ve^ii stance i 
ives bei|ig tep-ified at their vast; pupibers, 
ceness oitheir natures, and their dreadful 
itions for war. But die rage and impe- 
of this ferocious people were directed 
against Rome, They wei\^ on with- 
ine the least intentional injury in tlieir 
, breathing vengeance only against the 
is» whom they considered alone as ag«» 

"S. 

Roman army at this conjuncture wa^ 
the command of six miliury tribup^ i 

the 



xht number of their forces, whi^li amamitftd 
forty tliousand tncu, was nearly cqu;il to ihm -^ 
of Breniiu^ ; but the solJiers \vtm l«»f obedieAti 
Suid the generals had not confidence in en<li " 
other, so as to unite for tJieir mutual safttjf* 
The t\vo armies met near tlie river AUb, eleven ^ 
miles from tlie city, Iwth equally confidettE rf ^ 
victory, both equally disdainrng to surviwad^ 
feat. The leaders on eitl:ieT sitle put ihetr foitfi 
m array i the Romans^ to prevent being sur* 
njunded, extended their lines, and placed lie 
best legions in the wings of their army. TV 
Gauls, on the other hand, by a hapoT diisp*^ 
^ition, had their choice men in the middle i and 
^ith these they made the moAi desperate attack. 
The cei^tre of the Roman army, niuble to wid*- 
3tand the imj^>etuosity of tlic charge, quicldy 
gave way ; while the t\eo wings saw themselvM 
in El manner divided from each other, and thflir 
centre occupied by the enemy. They mudei 
for a time, a feeble attempt to nutte; but finil* 
ing it inipracttcable, a rout en sued t in whkk 
the Romans seemed to have lost all power, n€C 
only of resistance, but of flight. Nothing but 
terror and confusion reigned through their HkiIcbi 
ranks ; the wretched remain » of their artny wcrt 
either dro\^Tied in attempting to cross tlie THjctf 
or hastened to take i-efuge in Vcit, while only m 
few of thetn returned to Rrimtr, with the tJnjad* 
fill intelligence of their overthrow. All h<jpci 
nf TCsi stance in the field being now over, the 
remiiining inhabitants tliat were able to bear 
ainist threw themselves into tlie capitolt which 
iliey fortified, in order to hold out a siege, TTw 
rest of the people, a poor and forlorn multitude 
*)\ uld meiif women, and chUfkeiip endeavc^ur- 



id 10 hide tJiQmselvcs in some of the neighbour- 
i^ louT^n, or resolved to await the conqueror's 
fair, and \Ur hi death untJcr the ruins of their 
utive city. But more particularly the ancient 
ieiLfttor& and priestsj struck witli a religious en- 
thvsiastn on this occasion^ resolved to devote 
liuiif Irve^ ia alone for the crimes of tlic people, 
^dt h^ibited in their rohes of ceremony, placeil 
ihf miclves m the forum, on their ivory chairs. 
The Gunhf in the mean time, were givinj^ a 
loose lo their triumph j in sharing and enjoy jng 
tlw plunder of the enemies* camp. 

I lad they indeed immediately marched to 
Rome uptm g^ainiiio; the victory, tJie capttol it- 
irff would have yielded, but they continued two 
^ys feaitinp upon the field of battle, and, with 
|jai1)aio4i& pleasure, exulting amidst Uieir slangh* 
|eic4 foi^* On thi* third day after the vic- 
tory, the facility of which amassed the Gauli 
them^Ives, Brenmis :tppeiired with all . |^ 
Ik forces before dxe city* He was at 3^3, ' 
first much surpris^rd to And the gates ^ 
wide open to receive him, and the walU ^^^ * 
lidenceks£ ; so that he began to impute 
ibe unguarded situation 01 the place to a %\r^* 
tagem of the Romant* After proper prt*tuii- 
tlons, however, he entered the city, and marLJi- 
big into the forum, there beheld the ancieni 
icnators fitting to their order, obirrvin^ ;i 
pofound silence, unmoved and undauntetf. 
The splendid hahit^ the majesiic gravity, and 
the venerable look^ of thc!« old men, who liad 
all borne the highest offlce'i nf the itate, ^wed 
the barbanms en**my into reverence 1 they Un^k 
tljem to be tbo tuielaf d^itic^ of thi^ plac#, ^it^ 
begun to offer blind adoration, till one, nnr 
i&P9'%t4 than the reit^ put fonli bii liand 
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Stroke the beard of Papyrius, who had on< 
joyed die dignity of dictator. An insi 
ejoss the noble Roman could not endun 
lifting up his ivory sceptre, struck the savs 
the ground. This seemed as a signal for 
ral slaugliter; Papyrius fell first, and a 
rest shared liis fate, without mercy or disdn 
Thus the fierce invaders pursued their slaii 
for three days successively, sparing neith< 
nor age, and then setting fire to the city 
short time excTy house was reduced to a 
of ashes, and Rome became nearly a \\'ast 

At this crisis all the hope's of the Roman 
placed in the capitol : every thing withou 
fortress was but an extensive scene of miser 
solation, and despair. All the magni 
buildings, which were once the pride of F 
were now become a heap of shapeless 
Nor was it the city alone that felt the u 
rage of the conquerors, but all the neigl: 
ing to^\^ls, that were accessible to their i 
sions, shared the same fate, and were 
witliout distinction. Still, however, the c 
remained ; and Brennus tried every art ii 
to reduce it. He first ineflFectually sumn 
the garrison, with threats, to surrendei 
then resolved to besiege it in form, and ei 
passed it with his army. Nevertheless, th 
mans repelled liis attempts witli great bra 
lor despair had now supplied them with tha 
severance and vigour, wJiich had they s 
more early, would have biivcd them fror 
c.itastroph'j. 

The sie;;c had continued for above six nn 
the provisiiMis o{ the garrison were almo: 
hausicd, Uicir numbers lessened widi con 

fai 







m tlur inwcy of th^ «Ofiaiiiftiri, 
df^iubd more t*vt*?i lUm <lpaafi lUelfi 
they had tumAvt-d upon dying, v^J^ffn 
i revived from tJieif Jct|iafidnic«« bf 
lefiiBnce of ti man whom tliey mw climb- 
[the mck. Jind wliiim Uwry kiicw, iipoii 
lv«I, to be ;« irieiiienifer from Uu-ir ^i<^i 
i» l*hi» pcrKm't nun^ wmji |'oi)itii» 
^tiit II yimng plebeian, who Imd iw4m 
the TiW by mgfitt P^iftied tJimurh tJu? 



itA 



T# guurdi^ jnd, with uMratmr &lfgpr» 
fd up the rapitolinc rock, w^ d^Mi 10 

HP*! wuM levying Eto AT my dtr Hmr ivlipfl 
^ ritlv.^iiii of ArJi''4 and Veil lisul ftnried 
livcmr^ £ind hud in4dc him thrir Mtrtieral i 
^ he only w^itt^d hiat r*>unrry^ conlir- 
i of t]i«?ir cJioicL% tD t'liu^r Llie field iilid 
|r lurLarhiiu bank. 

Kom^nv v/cre xtrtick with » miiture ol 
f and ;i[»iiNKmtt)t, tn find thiil the m^aij 

tlicy hiid iiijiiHou^fy ^jjtina'd fr^j^m Ui^j 
ira» now, in m de^jperuxe «Ml«, f<?ady to 
» iti defender. They inftantly cIio«e ninsi 
ir Dictator, with on entbu^a«m which hk 

deserved, and prepared to 6U»t»in the 
with recruited vigour. Thu« the roe^ 
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h should immetliately qnit the aif 
1*5 of Rome, upon being paid a 
inds weight of gold. This agree*- 
cmfimied by oath on either side, the 
ought forth ; but upon weigLm^, 
ttempied fruuduleiidy to kick ifie 
;ch the Romans compkining, Breti- 
ly cast his sword and belt into the 
out> that the only portion of the 
sras to suffer. By this replfi the 
tliat they were at the victor* s mercy ; 
was in vain to eTpostlilate ag;iinst 
\s he should be pleased to impose, 
jui^cture, howerer, and while they 
Dating upon the Tansoni) it was ru- 
CamillDS, the dictator, was at the 
rge army J hastening to their relief, 
' the gates of Rome, Camillus ac- 
ired soon after, and entering the 
troversy, with the air of one who 
not to suffer imposition, demanded 
' the contest ; of which being in- 
ordered the gold to be taken and 
to the capitol : " For it has ever 
been the manner with us Romans, to 
r country, jiot with gold, but with 
I only that am to make peace, as 
dictator of Rome, and my sword 
purchase it.'* The enraged Gauls 
: a battle ensued ; and so total was 
Brennus and his followers, that they 
disappeared from Italy, leaving no 
Qse of their ravages behind them, 
y was indeed annihilated, btit Rome 
heap of ruins ; no part of its former 
i remained, except the capitol ; and 
Q the 
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the greatest number of its former inh; 
had gone to take refuge in Veii. The t 
of tlie people, therefore, those men unh 
but in the calm of peace, began once i 
urge for the removal of the poor rem 
Rome to Veii, where they might have h< 
shelter, and walls to defend them. On 
casion, Camillus, steady to his formei pri 
attempted to appease them, with all the 
persuasion ; observing^ that it was unw( 
them, both as Romans and as men, U 
the venerable seats of their ancestors, wh< 
had been encouraged by repeated mark: 
vine approbation, to remove to and ir 
city which they diemselves had conquen 
which wanted even the good fortune of de 
itself. By these and such-like remonstrai 
prevailed upon the people to relinquish t 
sign of abandoning Rome ; and to set al 
building its ruined edifices. Like a ph< 
quickly sprung from its ashes; but c< 
with diminished beauty and regularity. 
These successes of Camillus were, i 
measure, but preparatory to future v 
He was made dictator the next year, u 
irruption of the neighbouring states, and 
another triumph ; and about three yeai 
overthrew the Latins, who had revoke 
Rome, after a submission of more 
hundred years. Such a train of good 
served to render Camillus almost abs 
Rome ; his moderation and patriotisnr: 
ever, prevented his making an impropei 
his power, unless his conduct to Manlii 
tolinus may be regarded as an act of ui 
verity. 
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Urge body of the dregs of ihc people, w'liom h 
largesses had made his foliowrrs^ ^fbc cii 
being thus filled with sedition and cbmaiir, il 
senate wene obliged to have recoim^^ to ancith 
expedient, and to oppfjse tlie power of CamiUi 
to that of tiie demagog'uc, Cninilhiji accflff< 
mgly being made one of the n)ilit;try tribuni 
appoi^med Manlius a day to aniwer for Kit U 
The place in which he was tried was near tl 
Capitol, wherei being accused of isedmnn, « 
of aspiring' at sovereignty, he only turned I 
eye-H and, pointing thither^ put them tti mil 
of what lie had acnteved for his country on ti 
spot. The multitude, whose com passion i 
whose justice seldom springs from rational in 
tiveSj refused to condemn nim, while he plea 
cd in sight of the capitol; but when he w 
brought to the Petelitie grove, from v,hcn 
the capitol was no longer to be seen, they CQ 
demned him to be thrown lieadlong from t 
Tarpeian roclci Thus, tJie pUce which hj 
been the theatre of his glory, became tliat 
his punidiraeut and his inl^amy. His house, 
which his conspiracies had been secretly cmnri 
on, was ordered to be rased to the ground s m\ 
hh family were forbidden ever after to asiuc 
the name of Manlius, ■ 

^ Q In ri short time the affection and p 
^-73/ titude of the people returned for B£ 
II us, and while hi!i death was lamentc! 
it in some measure renewed the murmurs 
the tribunes and the people agatmt Caniilh 
whom they considered as the chief in struma 
of his prosecution. Unwilling to suppose thei 
!>olves guilty of a severity to which they k 
giv^n their consent, the^ began to turn their i 

leutme 
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Wnt upon the most worthy man of th© 
1^ as if to aggr;tvate their bareness* How- 
I such wn.5 5ie fate of the Roman republict 
'Cjjnillus never wanted a fortunate oppor* 
ty of bringing the multitude back to their 
(ration for hh talents . Being chosen milU 
tribune a sixth time, though much against 
^nsent, he, with his colle;igue Lucius Fu- 
t marched against tlie Volscians : the latter, 
g a young mani was all eagerness to engage 
enemy f die other, tempering his coui'age 
i moderation, wished to wait Irbr a favoura*^ 
tpportiini ty , Thi s bac kwardness i n Cam illus 
the attack, Furius ascribed to the tinnidity 
Id age, or to the envy of a man uum illing to 
lit a partner in his ftime; he, tlieretbi^, 
hi tlie opportunity, when Gamillus was sicfc^ 
obliged to keep his bed, to lead on his forrej 
attle. But be t'H> ^'^nn perceived the teme* 
of his own conduct, and the wisdom of 
iillus's advice; his army was almost defeated, 
an universal flight was about to ensue, when 
/eteran general roused from his bed, and be- 
lelpedon horseback, old and infirm as he was, 
himself at the head of a small body of men, 
>sing those that fled, and bringing them fiiri- 
Y up against their pursuers. "Is this (cried 
) the victory you promised yourselves ? 
bere is no shelter for you here. Return!" 
intrepidity of one man spread ittself through 
whole army; his soldiers quickly ndlied, 
Iving never to forsake a general under whom 
had so often fought victoriously, and whom 
' considered as invincible. The enemy being 
1 repulsed, the combat was renewed the 
following, in which they were totally de- 
Q 3 feated ; 
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feated ; and Camillus returned to Roi 
more laden with the spoils of conquest, 
successes abroad could allay the dissei 
home. The debtors began to complain 
hardships with the same importunate < 
as formerly. The inliabitaiits of Pra 
tou'n belonging to the Latins, also mac 
sions upon the Roman territories. 1 
these internal and external grievances, 
Cincinnatus was chosen dictator, w] 
Pncneste by surrender, and returned in 
with the statue of Jupiter Imperator, \ 
placed in the capitoi; a circumsumcc 
though of little seeming importance : 
appears first to have excited the desii 
tending conquest among the Romans. 

Two years after this, the contests 
die patricians and tribunes broke out wi 
than usual violence. Many of die \\ 
during die distresses of dieir country, h; 
by accident or by courage acquired la 
tunes, and this produced a desire of sliai 
only in the govoniment, but in the ho 
Rome. The people, as has already l>ecn 
had aspired at the consulship ; and th< 
by a trifling subterfuge granted them 
tribunes, who wore possessed of con:iular 
l)ut as this was insulficicnt to satisfy the 
t)ie trllnines of the people renewed their 
while tlie poorer part of tlie cltl/ens, onl 
upon acciuiriii^ die necessaries of life, 
lillle aifecied with its honours, were cal 
tal4)rs of the conie.st. 

About this period, an incident in prl*. 
foiueiued by ieniale jealou.sy and aniblti 
a very coii'jiderable intluence on the publ 
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bustui, a trlhnne of the 
kd two daiifthtcrs, ont* oi whcmi he mur^ 
rpatrtcmn, Ute oiljtT to a plel>L^iim» The 
il wife coming one Jay to visii her bister, 
tk with envy ut the honniir* which the 
eetvcd> m comequejice of her pa.tncian 

and from envyingj fdl into a settled 
^ly* Her father and liusband, fgr a 
ki conjured her to tell them the reasons 
temtion in her disposition, which she at 
iUingly revealedi^ Her weak but affec- 
itherj though himself a patricivmi in or- 
^mfort his daughteTi whs prevailed upon 
icT assurances, that he would Instantly 
p means in his power, to make her an 
irer in the dignities of the state witii her 
nd not to he deficient in hb promisC) 
ttime consulted wiUi her husband about 
g a law, for electing one consul out of 

of the pfcipli", 1 Mf'ir first *ih !> w,i^ m 
lusband chosen a tribune of the people ; 
, in order to ingratiate themselves with 
itude, they proposed, with the same law 
ade pretensions to the consulship, tliat 
arian law, for ^he equal partition of 
ould aUo be passed ; a measure which, 
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every thing was tending to ruin, the lUustrioQ 

Camillus was chosen tfictatorj who finding ih 
people resolute in their designs of choosing 
plebeian consul rmmediatelyj laid dov^ his d 
fice- Upon his resignation, another dictate 
was chosen by the senate ; but this high offie 
had been so often created when there was ni 
absolute necessity, that its authority began t 
decline, while that of the tribunes rose upon it 
ruins. The dictator's name was Pnblius Man 
lius ; he seems to have done little remarkable 
if we except his creating Licinius Stolo his ma 
«tcr of the horse> who was the first plebeian, pos 
sessed of that dignity. This Stolo^ by his in 
fluence, obtained a law to be passed, that nt 
man should possess above five hundred acres o 
land*. This was greatly disadvantageous t< 
the patricians ; but what shews that the princi 
pies of demagogues in all ages are the same 
Stolo was soon alter found desirous of privaiel] 
possessing more land than by his own law h 
was entitled to share j and, in consequent! 
thereof, was punished by his own edict ! 

In this manner the flame of contention beinf 
kindled between the two orders of the state, tJiei 
carried on their resentments with acrimony am 
perstrverancej while foreign enemies only serve* 
to allay, but not to extinguish, their animosity 
Another invasion of the Gauls, to oppose whon 
CamiHus was a fifth time made dictator, for a timt 
repressed and gave a transient pause to these inter 
iiu! commotions* The terror which tliis people ha< 

* Nothing can more dearly evince ao igoomicc ia thi 
science of poliiict, than the mnchievoM, chough popukr fUm 
oi* establishing a maximum, to whatever it may relate. 
\ inspired 
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lrjipir«ct Wft** \hm m grmw among tli<J Romwrnti 
llvU d law W4« nuulo (n (tvciMti prioftu fVr»ni nit 
witri« ** uitlc'ii ill Jill invtiukMi ui' the (^Mittu." 
H*iwi!Vor, (JumSlht* fmmlil Iiin ctmun vov- fi Hh* 

fl' n of tl^tN Jjuff t? ^«^fn>li? whskIk" iu'onI, 

UaJ ilk^^m urj|ji'!HlM>urul nmnJ with bmi'^ j inuJ^ 
at the tunit* liiTic, Uiifht thwni tJie mm of iihiiTg 
ifiiitr iiwn urtniii to tnr hrit aJrunt^K*^-* By 
lk?»e mmtXH Uv n'mhrtHl ihc ^wortl* uixm Gnufi 
Ml tmii;rvMHMljl'\ iluii IV ^"^K I hem buttle itoi^r 
iKii river Atiiof Iji j\iih>'J .mj ('4«y virUn'v i liii 
(hilt xlm Uommumm bogiin vt J<*)i]|)]'u? theGsiul|i 
Ml fiiufh AA ihif h.id tJrtiiuktl ihrin hrluif, 

A vi.i.i' .» iniporUitu uiul *o iTnttriul^ it 
mjljhr I" iinn'"ittj( woulU hnvu J-cndrvdU CV 
juilliit- «j]< H inh^ 4t Kotnc* Uut wlinhiT fioin 
Iiti ujv,i;utj j^t?, hill b({ilT4?nnicc in nnblh^ iil* 
fnijut ni ihi* ijMrru4iiiii^^ power nf tht? TiihuntN^ htz 
h^J luiw Iciiit miicb <fi' tliu mitlujrity h(* oiuif 
pti*isrji*ej» *rh«j liiw Jnr t\rt?i4t(ng u (jjt*bt*i.tit 
r»nniil lK*iag nhll tigtlHtml witl» tticifUMit^- MMf> 

kt and Torhiidc CumiUim ti» hiy dinvii hi^ iliiUu 
trvrihf|i \ in hii[iv''( thtit^ inukn- tltir inlltji iirr t^j 
hU povvtT, iitui ilu* 4**ttriiini iil' hi* l-ilfnu, ihr^ 
might ire abh' u\ ^unpfiit Jhnir hntumi Li^;4Mh4 

li>r pfL'tmuiimi* of UW |ioofihv J^it W'bik' V4- 
mi\Ui% W4I dispute hiujf [Mibbc itfl'^h^i lUc iiU 
liutu*i took the ()|H)(irtiMitty rtfitrih'iiti^i, Hud ^\tr 
ViUi*j* of the jipiijHf fchrmjil hr Ui\in] U\»n\ tbrn 
fktvduritc iM»*UMiM*. 'riuMJiriutor n|i|jo,ii>j.; i\n>, 
#|{»Tii|>t with all hi^ niiyjiii ihi'y inu 4 \n mm io 
jint*it and coiuiut't hlrn t"i prhnn^ Sut b a in.iij^ 
tf inUlgiiitj gJfcivJ Ui \k Uh^^iUr»U(? whu h*i<1 hrt'Ji 
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hitherto held sacred, and particularly 1 
who had deserved so well, raised a grei 
motion than had yet been seen in Rome, 
tricians, who surrounded the dictator, t 
pulsed the lictors, while the people w 
below, with equal fury, cried out, ** D' 
him, down with him." 

In this universal uproar, Camillus 

only person that seemed unmoved. 

treated that the tribunes would give a i 

pause to their attempts ; then calling th< 

round him, and conducting them to 

bouring temple, he implored them to g 

to the city by their compliance ; thei 

his face towards the capitol, as if to t; 

farewel of all future endeavours to 

country, he vowed to build a temple 

cord, in case he saw peace restored to 

pic. In consequence of his advice, a 

made that one of the consuls, for th 

should be chosen from the ( 

A. C. Sextus, who had long been a i 

^^'-* tribune of the people, was tlie 

^ Q ,hcian tliat was raised to this 1 

3iJ(». nity. After liim succeeded Lie 

luisband of her whom we havi 

mLMUioncd as languishing with the < 

rank. There was also at this time 

magistrates created from the patricians 

a pi-a'tor*, wlio was to supply tlie pla 

consul in the ahsiMUC of that niaglst: 

to administer justice to the people, in 



* On tht' first appointmrnt of prarlor he wjs t 
ihr second m.-n'istuti- in ilir icpul.Ih ; but liib po^ 
wlicn he |«aituipatcJ ii with evcial. 
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I flfficer 10 ncc(*fiii;iry to tlie 

ii«T4it'n There wen? ^tlpto two 
tted* «flica» %o called Co dU- 
n U)c rdik^ of the |icopW» m 
he chuir ^iid or]u*r ensiignt of 
iinu; them# which tlie lutwr 
t cfucf liiiMinvBs of thcKC wuitp 
f the puhlic gamc«, itud of the 
t)* tiikrn in wi*r. 

hiiving '^pcllt a long Life in tlic 
itry, lhrnii;?hout which In? had 

not to ha ji}mki-n hy dangciv 
which evtm llii? higmtitudc of 
lot >lk*rr, rt'^igncd tilt* dicLitor* 
;cmpk* to Ctmcordi accordirtg 
» hdwever, he mrvived hut twr* 
KJ pUguci io the cighty-wcond 
nd Icifiving hchiud Kiiri the te- 

the stvf>iu] rounder oi' Rome* 
\ it IK ?iuid, ihkit lie never guvc 
L§ tiot followed by a comoJetc 
lever besieged a town witnout 
at he never drew forth an ar- 
jht it back laden with spoils, 
1 glory. He often owed his 
o his personal conraffe as to the 
iers ; and no general better un- 
rekindle the fainting ardour, or 
ivering resolution, of his army, 
rain that measures were taken 
5 reconciliation between the pa- 
people ; their disputes revived 
ion ; for, whenever new magis- 

chosen, each party trying all 

lave the election in their own 

favour. 



soon al'l'-i f/]»l.iiiu'(1, liy tlicii (oniplainls, t 
(lie niMilc :i-<lilf'. iliovn, ivrry strfuij 
Diit c»r l)i«'ii" f>\vn Imily, an-.! ever, a! Irii;; 
vaik'J to have Marcii-i Kutilins, a pli l;cian 
(lictatnr. Tn lialancc this, the |iatri(ians\ 
ihc rniiMilslnp fmni (lit* people, aJK r ihi 
enjoyed il ten years; and lour years afu 
were ohlijjed lo reslor*! il. Kven llie dec 
:i censor produced cr|iiul uniniosilv ; ;inc 
many conu-iis, tlie plebeian, whn had he 
tator^ \^-as elected to ihc ofHcc, ag-ainu ihe 
ciTorts oi' tlie patricians. 

Dtirmy; llicsc Contests at home, ih«' R 
however, were neither unemplr)yed, nor 
cessfiil in llieir foreign wars. They oi)i: 
sij^nal virn>ry over the Herniti ; so thai 
dins Crassniiifi, the dictator, haJ l)u* hor 
an ovation allowed hirn hy the senate, 
r.liiained antillier over tlie OanK, and ^ 
I'innus, the dirlator, ivlurned with a tri 

'l\i'»i f.iii-fi>filitirr virliirif": u-i-n* ftniin-.f i\' 



Jttiiig a ttop'to the conUgKiii. 
Mrfneis he executed witli great ccre- 
Iflff it on the right side of Jupitcr\ 
» Uie capitol. Two dictators also 
Mmrelj cnosen, merely to hold the 
or afsembly of the people, for a new 
f consuls : thus the office l>ccame de* 
>j its being prostituted to puq)ose8 un- 
it its origin. 

s numner, therefore, the Romans went 
iy forward, with a mixture of turbulence 
crstition within their walls, and success- 
mrise without. Their contentir)ns at 
laicing their wars abroad less painful and 
g, naturally produced in them a turn to 
' glory, 'i heir superstition also served 
^ to their progress ; for, when the bonds 
>rity no longer prevailed, tlie priests w(»re 
sure to bind the people by tlic ties of ns 
••'•^K tvhat an implicit obedience tliey 
•»lri.:iciy been seen 
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favour, hesitated not to use both fraud 
violence to compass their desires. Tlius tl 
r.iite suspended all measures against tlie i\x 
enemy, lest the plebeian consul, newly ele 
.ihould share the clory. 'J'hus also the p< 
soon after obtained, by their complaints, to 
tlie curiile lediles clioson, ever}- second 
out of their own body, and even .it length 
vailed to have Marcus Rutilius, a plebeian, i 
dictator. To balance this, the patricians iit 
the consulship from tlie people, alter they 
enjoyed it ten years ; and four years after 
were obliged to restore it. Even the clectic 
a censor produced equal animosity ; and 
many contests, the plebeian, 'A'ho h;Ki been 
tator, was elected to the ofHce, against the u; 
efforts of the patricians. 

Durmg these contests at home, tlie Ron 
however, were neither unemployed, nor ui 
cessful in their foreign wars. They obtaii 
signal victory over the Hemici ; so that ( 
dius Crassmus, the dictator, had the b.onoi 
an ovation allowed him by the senate. ' 
obtained another over the Gauls, and Qu 
IVnnus, the dictator, retunied with a triui 
Two succeeding victories were gained ove 
same people by two ditTcrent d relators ; nar 
Soi villus Ahala and Sulpicius Doticus, 
hinh triumphed in their turns. We road 
wise o{ d fourth triumpli ovor the Gauls by 
rius CamiMus, w ho was civated dictator to 
pOi>e them. The Arunci al>o, a pei^ple \\ 
country was situated beyond tliat of the \\ 
irade MMue incursion*, but were repulse* 
i.\m:illr.>, who was created diclalor a se 
time lov iliai purpose. 
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■» dkcation created only for thus re- 

19 fikUlen incursions of the enemy, but 

. more triuAug purposes. In the times ' | J 

me we find one created, namely Man- 

nolinus, merely to drive a nail, as a 

'putting a stop to the contagion. This 

t business he executed with great cere- 

riTing it on the right side of Jupiter's 

nto the capitol. Two dictators also 

xessively cnosen, merely to hold the 

1 or assembly of the people, for a new 

yl consuls : thus the office became de* 

\}j its being prostituted to purposes un« | 

« its origin. i 

i manner, therefore, the Romans went i(', 

y forward, with a mixture of turbulence ■ • ! 

TStition within their walls, and success- 

rprise without. Their contentions at 

aJcing their wars abroad less painful and 

r, naturally produced in them a turn to 

glory. Their superstition also served 

) to their progress ; for, when the bonds 

rity no longer prevailed, the priests were 

ure to bind the people by the ties of re- 

Witli what an implicit obedience they 

d to their pontiffs, has already been seen 

instances ; and how far they nil^ht hit 

, even to encounter death itself at theii 

d, will evidently api)ear from the br- 

of Curtius about this time ; wlio, upon 
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considerable part of the kingdom of Naplt 
They were equally powerful in numbers ai 
discipline with the Romans ; and had* like thei 
confederated states in their train. Two su 
aspiring neighbours, both fond of arms ai 
inured to war, could not long w^mt a pretext 
rupture. The pretended occasion was, tliat t 
Samnites had oppressed the Sidicini, who, \ 
ing too weak to manage the war alone, call 
in the Campanians to their assistance^ and th 
also being overthrown, implored the assistan 
of the Romans- The senate for some time^ 
order to give a colour of justice to their ami 
tion, seemed to defer granting aid against t 
Samnites, as being tlieir friends and sulies i h 
tlie importunate entreaties of tlie Campani 
ambassadors, and the offers of the rich count 
which they inhabited ; and, stiU more, the ; 
fuai of the Samnites to desist from ravagin| 
country which the Romans considered as thi 
own, determined them at length to try t 
fortune of war. Valerius Corvus and Comdi 
were the two consols to whose care it first f 
to manage this dreadful contention between 
val states, that, for ^e space of sixty years aft 
deluged Italy with blood. Valerius had 1 
character of being one of the greatest commai 
ers of his time ; he was sumamed Corvus^ fit 
a singular circumstance of being assisted b] 
crow m a single combat with a Gaul of gi^^an 
stature, whom he fought and killed. To his c 
league's care it was consigned to lead an an 
to Samnium, the enemy's capital ; while Con 
was sent to relieve Capua, the capital of t 
Campanians. Never was general better fit) 
command : to a habit naturally robust a 

athlei 
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■tU^tici he jomed the gentlest manners; he was 
the fiercest, and yet the best tempered man in 
the army ; and, while the meanest sentinel wiis 
hb companion, no man exacted a stricter dis- 
dpline : but what completes his chciracter, he 
const;tntly endeavoured to preserve his honours 
and dignities^ by the same arts by ^hich diey 
were iirst acquired* The Roman soltliers, har- 
dened, by incessant labour, and led on by such a. 
generalj were unconquerable. The Samnites, 
on the other hand, were the bravest men they 
ever yet encountered ; and the contention be* 
tween the two nations was managed on both 
sides with the most determined resolution. But 
the fortune of Rome prevailed ; the Samnites at 
l0ieth fled, averring J that they were not able to 
wimsmnd die fierce looks and die fire-darting 
eyes of the Romans. Valerius, the other con- 
sul, however, was not at first so fortunate ; for 3 
hiving unwarily led Kh army into a defile, he 
was rn imminent danger of being cut off, had 
not Dec i us, a tribune of the army, possessed 
himself of a hill which commanded the enemy ; 
so that die Samnites being attacked fju both 
sideSp were defeated with inmieiise "tlatigliterj 
iiotlcss than tinny thousand of them being left 
dead upon the field of battle: a proof ttf die 
courage of the combatants and the numbers tfiat 
iirere engaged- 
After this great eng^agement, wliich ho^^-cver 
was far from being decisive of the di'stlny of 
fiither people, the inhahiunts of Capua requLrst- 
ed to have a Roman gammon to wiulcr diere, to 
secure diem i'lxnn tlie insults of ih? Samniti.-s. 
Their desire was accordingly cout plied uiih ; 
ihwugh Capua was ever intair*ous for ijeing the 
'B, 3 destrf ycr 
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destroyer of military discipline, and for 
Tating Its protectors* It offered indeed so i 
deligMs, and gratified so largely all the i 
passiort^, that me Roman garrison began tc 
not only their courage, but their virtue. ' 
formed a Uesif^ of destroying the Inhabil 
and talcing the to^vn to themselves, 
treacherous scheme diey commuaicated to 
companions in other parts of the country, 
they as readily embraced Uie proposal, B 
kngiii IE reached the ears of the ofEcers^ 
detesting such baseness, led the legions int 
fields and kept them in action^ in order to 
a more honoutable turn to their mind$. 
notwithstmding the care of the general an 
officers* the soldiers* finding themselves Ital 
the severest punishments for tlieir late perfi 
schemes, began to mutiny i and uniting t 
selves into one body, marched directly for 
towards Rome. For some time they ^lere 
out a leader, no man being bold enough or 
enough to head an army whose only boi 
union was treachery ♦ At length they f< 
Quintius* an old and eminent soldier, whc 
then residing in the country, to be their 
mander ; and, conducted by rage rather 
their general, came within eight miles o 
city. So terrible an army, almost at the | 
no! a little alarmed the senate, who ir 
diately created Valerius Corvus dictator, 
sent him forth with another body of men t 
pose their fellow-citizens. The two armies 
now drawn up against each other, while fa 
and sons beheld themselves prepared to en 
in opposite causes, and to fall by mutual woi 
A less humane and prudent general than 
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Id, perhaps, have broiighi ttuscml war 
i eif tremjty ; but he knowing his influence 
'the saldiery, instead of pushing forward 
ih the mutineers, approached with the 
^rdial friendship lo embrace his old ac- 
mces. " I have had/' exclaimed he, 
rtunrties enough of shewing my valour 
ir, I now only want to acquire reputa- 
by making peace. You cannot distrust 
ny friends, or think Valerius Corvuscan 
be severe, who never yet gave his voice 
,ve one law enacted in the senate that was 
ury to your interests. You cannot think 
ill be severe, whose austenties were ever 
[ised only upon himself. But, whatever 
do, I urn resolved to behave as becomes 
if I draw my swordi it shall not be till 
lave first drawn yours ; if blood must be 
, you shall begin the slaughter. But 
n will you destroy ? Not your enemies. 
He Samnites, nor the Volscians, but youi 
Ts, brothers, children, and countrymen ; 
in the view of those very mountains where 
were bom and bred. But let it not be so. 

Quintius, if indeed you arc the com- 
der of this shameful expedition, have only 
;k with reason, and we will grant witli 
:y." The wliole army seemed aifected 
his speech. Quintius, as their speaker, 
jsired to have their revolt forgiven ; and 
himself, as he was innocent of their con- 
S he had no reason to solicit pardon for 
ences. Thus, this defection, which ^ 
reatened such dangers to Rome, w^g p 
by the prudence and moderation of aj' 
vhose ambition it was to be kind 
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friends, aud formidable only to his 
The inutincers were once more received \nm 
fa.votir, and ths dictator^ having honourablfi 
and ;idyaTitageousl}r petformed hi^ conimbsiont 
laid down liis office, ^ 

After dii^, as the war with the Samnites had" 
been for some time carried on with various succe^« ,; 
and the balance itemed to vibrate in uncerLun-^' 
ty, it was tliought advisable to conclude a peaces! 
the terras of which were so offensive to th^^^ 
Latins and the Camp^nians, that it induced J 
them to revolt. The former carried their de-| 
minds so far as to insist, that one of the coo* 
suUf and half the senate, should be chosen out 
of their body, before they would submit to*- 
tliink of accommodation- TTie Romans at fimJ 
tried by gentle raeaas to divert them from tlietr 
purpos** ; but they insisted upon it stJlJ more re* , 
solutely, ascribing the lenity of Rome to h« 
fears* In order, therefore, to chastise them tnte>. i 
re^isnn, tlic two consuls, Manlius Torquaiui, 
and his colleague, Decius Mus, werr sent bf ^ 
the senate to invade their country. The LatiOM 
ivcrij not remiss in their prep^tr^tions for a dt^l 
fence ; so tliat die two armies met with equal I 
animosity, and a bloody and obstinate battla^l 
en.ued. In this battle, the strict discipline afv 
the Romans and their :imazlng patriotism w«« j 
dUpl.iyed iii a manner that has excited rather the y 
wi?nder than t!ie applause of posterity. As Ac 
Latins and Rom::ns were a neighbouring peopU) 
diw\ their habi:s, arms, and Language, were die 
samj, the most e^tact discipline was necessjry, 
t J p E V en I CO n fu s ion i n the enga ^emenu O rdcT\ 
thcivforc, were issued by Manlius the coiuuli 
that no soldier should leave his ranks upoa wh'it* 
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avocaticm i and thai he uhouU be ct'i- 
__ " put 10 death* who s)iouId offer to viijlaic 
kb tyunction. Both tinnics wen* drawn into 
rray, and ready to begin, when M»iLm*i, the 
eno^l of thi? enemies' tjivalry, ija^hed forward 
com hit lines, and challcnf^cd any knight In the 
Uunan army to *imglc rrinibat. v'ot «>nie tinio 
bertWiiM a general nauiie* no xoldii^r offering tt> 
linibey hi^* orders, till "riiiis Manliusi, tlie con* 
al's lOfij burning with !vhanie to sec thc^ whoh» 
Xkiy of the Romans intimidated^ boldljr slnj^led 
vat against Metiusi. TJie Koldiers, on both side>i, 
m a while nunpeiided the gener;d engagetfient, 
M be Bpectaiors of thiB fierce encounter. The 
two cbam pious drove their horws againiit ci^cH 
nbfT with Uk' ntmosit xpirit and imptftuoNlty : 
Hettux wounded Im ad versa ry'» horse in the 
Deck I but Manlius, with betier fortune, kiUed 
*^':.'; fS Mf'fiir:, 'Thr 1 /Tt in hri ntMhus prfistr;itt^ 

on the eround, tor a while attempted to supix)! t 
himsclfupon his shield ; but the Roman followed 
his blows with so much force, that he laid him 
dead as he was endeavouring to rise ; and tlicn 
despoiling him of his armour, returned in 
triumph to the consul his father's tent, where- 
be was preparing and giving orders relative lo 
the engagement. 

Loudly as the acclamations of his fellow- 
loldiers followed the deed, tlie generous yoiiih 
approached his father with a modest hesitation. 
"My father," said he, " I have followed youi 
" heroic example. A Latin warrior challeng^il 
•* roe to single combat, and I bring his spoils 
•* and lay them at your feet.*' " Unhappy hoy," 
cried the father, with a stern look and an inHex- 
iUe resolution, " as thou hast regarded neither 

** the 



« tlic dignity of die consulship, nor the eon 
*' niitndji of thy father; as thou hast destroy c 
" military dtscipUne^ and set a pattern of 
" obedience by^ ihy example i thou hast rediiceJ 
*' me to tli^ deplorable extremity of sacrirtdnj 
** my Sim or my country. But let us nfit hew 
" tatje in this dreadful alternative : a tJiouian 
" lives were well lost in such a causu ; nor do 1 
** think that thou thyself wh refuse to die, whc 
"thy country Is to reap the advantage of thjj 
** suiFerings. Go, lictorj bind him, and let h\n 
** dcatli be our future example/' As he uiteinrd 
tliese wordii^ he crowned him in the iight of h\$ 
wliole army, and then caused hi^ head to be c« 
off. The whole army was struck with horror s 
this unnatural decree ; fear, for a while, keptl 
them insu^xmse ; but when they saw dieir young J 
champion's head struck offi and his blood strt?;iin-, 
ing upon the ground, they couk! no lon^^er con 
tarn their execrations and their groans, Tk 
dead body was carried forth without the cajiij%1 
ajid being adorned with the spoils of the vaikl 
quished enemy, was buried with all the pomp 
of mdiLiry distresii, and all the commiserrititm 
which was due to such ill -requited heroism. 

Meanwhile the battle bewail with mutual fury t 
and as the two armies had often fought und^ 
the same leaders, tliey combated with all the 
animosity of a civil war* The Latins chiefly 
depended on their bodily stTen;^h 5 the Romailt 
on their invincible courage and conducts Force* 
so nearly matched seemed only to require tht 
printed ion of tJieir deitte^i, to turn tlie scale of 
vicinry ; and in fact, the augurs had foretold^ 
thiiL \vhaLever part of the Roman army should 
hu dJstresscdj t3)e comstander of that part should 
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idf for hiii country J and die as n sa- 
je itlfemal gods. Manlkis comirand- 
t wing, and Dec jus led on the left* 
ought, for some time, with doubtful 
their courage was equal j luid it is 
vhh that if one gentTal must be sa- 
le event, the lot should have fallen on 
ting Manlias j but the fortune of war 
lerwise. The wing commanded by 
ig repulsed, the general resolved to 
-self to his country, and to offer his 
» an atonement to save his army. 
nl peculiarity of this ceremony, Cfll- 
najke an inipi^ssion on die muftltnde^ 
lace in history^> The consul, with a 
called on the Pontiff Valerius to fid- 
p and dictate to him the w^ords of 
5. His soldiers, in profound atten* 
;ndcd him. The pout iff commimtied 
aside his miHtary habit, and to put 
e, bordered with purple, which he 
e senate. Then, covering his head 
, he ordered him to raise his hand 
robe to his chin, and, standing on 
to pronounce these words : " O 
jpiter. Mars, Romulus, Bellona, ye 
gods ! ye heroes wlio dwell in 
and all ye gods who preside over us 
our enemies ; more particularly, ye 
leities ! I invoke you all ; I earnestly 
)u to grant victory to us, and spread 
idst our enemies ! I devote myself for 
e of Rome, for the army, the legions, 
Hies of the Romans ; and I devote at 
time, to the earth and infernal deities, 
f and auxiliaries of our enemies.** 

After 



After pronouncing these words, he vaulted o 
his horse, nnd ruslied like lighmmg into tl 
midst of the enemy. 

The strange appearance of a man iinanno 
and tn a robe of oHtce, surprising the enemy > I 
easily broke their lines> and penetrated to ^ 
centre j but as it was observed that he stniclc {j 
all sides, like a mad man, covering the groun 
near him with dead, a flight arrows pierced hu 
on every side* a^id he fell on a heap of slain. 

In the mean time, the Roman army conddei 
ed his devoting himself in this manner as an a; 
surance of success ; nor was the superstltioa < 
the Latins less powerfully influenced by his a 
solution ; in consequence a total rout began t 
ensue ; the Romans pressed them on every sidi 
and so great vr^n^ the carnagej that scarce 
fourth part of the enemy sumved the defeat * 
This was the last battle of any consequence tlw 
the Latins had with the Romans ; they wei 
forced to sue for peace, and obtained it upon haf 
A Q conditions- Two years after, their strcaq 

323." ^st city, Pasdum, being taken, they we) 
brought into an entire submission to tl 
Roman power, and ceased to think of indepei 
dent rights. 

The Samnites, however, were still nncoi 
quered^ Although an insecure peace had bei 
made with them some time before* neitlii 
side seemed long Inclined to preserve it. The 
giving assistance to the Campanians, who hs 
'ormerly begged the protection of the Roma] 
against themj and now entreating theirs again 
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* Tbh battle wai fatigtit it tht Bx>t af Mount Vemv k 
whence it jif p<«n tluit the R00UI19 tlitady b«gm to actJi 
^Auncc (iota the. capital. 
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retsewcd a war, which, thatch inter- 
I Uy varioui treaties and suspension^ was to 
I only witli the rum of the Samnites* For some 
in Herd, the fate nf e idler nadcm seemed 
Certain ; for tliough tlie Siimnites vere in ^e- 
\ worsted, H signal disgrace which the fto- 
ns sustained about this time made a pause iti 
^ nsual good fortune, and wholly turned xl\c 
de for a while in the enemy's favour- Tlie 
hate having refused the Samnites equal and 
ibon;iibIe terms of accommodation, Pontius, 
iir gs?ncral, was resolved to gain by stratagem 
iat ne had freqneutly lost by force. Accord- 
fely, leading his army into a defile, called 
■udiunir and Eaklng possession of all its oul- 
p^p he sent ten of his soldiers, habited like 

Sherds, with directions to throw themselves 
e way of the Romans, Exactly to his wishes, 
e Roman consul met them, and taking them 
r what they appeared, demanded the route tlit; 
imnite army had taken ; they, with seeming 
difference, replied, that they were gone to 
nceria, a town in Apulia, and wen^ tlien ac- 
ally besieging it. The Roman general, not 
[spec ting the stratagem that was laid for 
m, marched directly by the shortest road, 
hich lay through the occupied defiles, to relieve 
e city ; and was not undeceived, till he saw 
s army surrounded, and blocked up on every 
le. So completely were they hemmed in, 
that the Gods themselves," says Livy, " could 
not have delivered them without a miracle." 
be Samnites having thus got the Roman army 
lioUy in their power, immediately dispatched 
essengers to Herennius, their general's father, 
r instructions how to proceed. The old crafty 
s SfUnnitei/ 
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Samnite, who knew the dispo^tion of tl 
mansy and that a fierce enemy was eithei 
entirely vanquished, or entirely won, a 
his son indiscriminately to put them all 
sword, or to dismiss them without shame 
jury ; urging at the same time, that one o 
two ways was absolutely necessary; tb 
might incapacitate them from fiitore annc 
the last would lay tliem under an etema 
of obligation. This counsel, though thi 
prudent that could be imagined, was r 
by the general ; and a middle course was 
ed, which only served to exasperate d 

mans, but not to subdue them. ] 
"^"j J obliged their army to pass under th 

after having stripped them of all hi 

^'^- under garments : he then stipulate 

^ ' they should wholly quit the territ< 

the Samnites ; and that they should rclii 

adhere to the conditions of amity former] 

blished between the two nations *. 



• A little before this signal disgrace to the amis c 
an inconceivable frenzy had seized the Roman nutr 
induced them to form the horrible plot of poisoning r 
bands. Some authors reckon as many as three hue 
sixty, all women of distinction, who t«.ok pnit in it. 
mention only one hundri'd and Stventy, which is m 
but it is difficult to l)clicve, that so mar.y wume 
ha\e united in such a crime. M;:nv ; T.ri»:i.*r.< pcr:;r 
ou: any suspicion of the c.inic, tu p. i^ctL.te which, 
spirators had fixed on a time wh' n i\v pl.i^ue n*ai' 
Yages, at Rome, to wliosc ditav-.fi;l \c:n.'m it lent i 
ancc. Tl.cy were, at Iciijitii, <^i^c a. !c\.: by a^lave 
of l!;cm surpii^cd by ll.c i-- r.-u'.N in tii;. \c-.y at: of 
the j>jiSoncd bcvcrajje, whicli w..- t-^ lid th.m o! 
maining husband-J. Thvy ticcl.iit.<i i!'.c:n to br v,r.'v 
j.iepar.itions, of ialatajy cfficacy ; iiu; Icing oideier 



The Rcinans Trirre coDstTaineJ to ^bmit to 
j ftb tgnomiiiiotis trc<ily, a.ad ni^irhed isito Ca- 

El dSsiiTfned, half naked j anJ bunimg wieh a 
Ire of reirkving dwHr lost honour. When 
I Ap army arrive J at Rome^ ihe whole city was 
deeply aiiicted at t>i«T shajneful rctwm* 
)^l)ibg but fury and rcvent:itr mppeait?d on cvcrj 
whik the coniiils, wlio were the tinfortti- 
ae insiRtmefils of their disgrace, rcfuiej to 
ear abToad^ or to perfomi the necessary 
tions of their office. A dfctator ^^s rhoiien, 
rilie, having no opportiiniir of acting, kid down 
" III office t and the s^tate continued for some time 
without sinjr supreme magistraie at its beaii, the 
gifnple bemg Slink in a torpid indifcience ; which 
wi% :dl*:r\N'ards ncJieved by gtief OJ^d icseutnieot, 
nmimirti^ and rng^* 
The calamity %*as severely fdt, but its dTects 

moot ctf t-htm on cliefntiElves, they brikitcdf and vkxcundiog. 
1 cwifctcn« first with the nn of tlicir accomplices^ tWy 
itank tog^lhtr of tlw f^tal cup suid eirpfwL The Roniaiti 
bokrd on thi£ to he the t|l«ci ti^^ Scymc vcnifiiiuit^ s^pjni, l4 
t kind of e?il htt which mAueticed tbek iftjfncn, and dc(fDi:.d 
Ihcm for expiatarf f^critkr*. But is k wot pos»iJ k in titacA 
of i^QOfanct ind iii{ttniitiun^ like the** oi" whitb »i^ djw 
ttHc, thai the nta^i^.tratvt gtve isuc» ta»f bchcf ui the jtcni- 
nti?n ? The wotnen h»d nodwice hui tb<tolKijtf«Kd£mg 
Ikftr crime, of <ljrjnk. ng ihcir muiuft- Tht j vcuJd, u.ii- 
dsiiteedlyg h*ve pfefrtf rd tbe btttr, it certavi of ihe ihdo- 
CMCv of the ft>ra|* Sitiofl, But ili:'it potNst which wtrt iti- 
fi»ded for tb« dfifiti^ il, whfft nci-iv«a mio fa alth j at:)d un^ 
pirpaTcd bo^i«i^, mi^ht pufsibl^ h.amfx nally a p:dh>!3 tn 
rhcnflt and d'-itrciy bsHh tUitr hwiour awl rbeii littj- J a ii n 
ci« tht: hijibandi wt.^ tticm guilty. Thii nifp^j:i.<s is 
mrflf mi^ch n*Q*t ct^fofnaabit 10 ihe rrcttvcd thir>.iti J ihc 
Jtofnan mstrani, ia> ctkbiate^ ft* tbeir wixSofn J.^d &dt:litf|^ 
rW putitj of their marali, ai»d the virtue* of tbctf a*i> 
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were only transitory. The state ha 
diminution of its glory, but not of i 
only sought an opportunity of bres 
pact, which the army had made me 
pulsion ; and the two consuls who 
into this treaty offered themselves u 
myt as being the only persons tl: 
called to account. But Pontius, w 
served, that the lives of two men 
equivalent for those of an army, r 
ceive the forfeit, and sent them 1 
exclaiming at the perfidy of Rom 
was now, therefore, renewed, and 
being overthrown in several battles, 
made them submit to the same i: 
they themselves had su£Rsred bef( 
successes produced a truce, whic 
pired, the war 'was carried on, a 
many years ; the power of the San 
ing every day, while the Romans g 
vigour from every victory. Under 
©r Papyrius Cursor, who was at di 
consul and dictator, a succession 
was gained. Fabius Maximus also 
considerable share in the glor}- ol 
the Samnites,and has eternized his 
rare union of valour, coolness, an 
while Decius, the son of that Dei 
voted himself for his couniry, aboi 
before, followed the illustrious ex; 
father, and, rushing intv^ the niids 
my, saved the lives of his cour.tr} : 
loss of his own. Examples ot thi: 
of the purest disinterestedness, weic 
rare. On one occasion the Sanir 
dors having waited on the famous 



lOlIcit hit iateHVrence Li ilivotir of dieir 
/OBUd him seated on a hloqI l>y hii 
tiafcing a^ repast on MjnpW roois. Hi$ 
ity cif cwnditioo tempted Uicin to offer 
jribe t fcut the Roman viewing it with 
^ exclatjned, " C'^ny hack your goldi 
|iettyt no doubt, gave you hopes of cor- 
j me J but I preftr the commanding of 
xho poi^sess riches to berng ricli myself," 
t this spirit of independciice tiiat raised the 
m. name, ^nd extended its power : it was 
abounded devotion to die interests of tlieir 
Ujp ihai made the Samnitcs an unequal 
ii for the arms of Rome. It in:iY seem in- 
l strange, how they could so long" continue 
nake head against such a powerful foe ; but - 
umsx. const der, that they were aided by all 
little states round them, who were eitlier at- 
hed to tliem by interest, or united by a jea- 
ify of Ronie*^ grovving greatness* Thus the 
irmtines, the Lucarii, tlie Thurini, and all 
B southern states of Italy, by turns, sent assist- 
«e, which for a while checked the progress of 
e conquerors. But Jieir stop was of short du- 
tion ; bodi they, and the Samuites, after re- 
ated defeats, saw themselves, at last, stripped 
their cities, and tlie greatest part of their 
•untry ; they found themselves, at the end c: 
e war, quite, exhausted; near two hundred 
ousand of their bravest men killed in batth 
id the reinaxnder utterly unable to make lica 
;ainst the conquerors. In this distress, as tl 
alian states were unable to defend themselv* 
ey were obliged to call in the assistance of 
reign jK)wcrt ^d have recourse to Pyrrhus 
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king of Epinis^ to save them from impending 
rum. 

This prince, possessed of vast courage j ambl* 
tion, and power, had always kept the exampk 
of Alexander* his great predecessor, beforti m 
eyes ; he was reckoned the most experienced g^ 
neral of his time, and commanded a body of 
troops, then supposed to be the best disciplbel 
in the world* The Romans, therefore, were no 
longer to combat with a tumultuary force} raisfd 
in times of exigence, and depending on ihm 
courage alone for victory : they were now to o^ 
pose an army levied amongst the mo?i£ poltshtl 
people then existing, formed under the greatat 
generals, and led on by a commander* of cos* 
firmed merit* Pyrrhus was no sooner applied 
to for succour by the Tarentines, vi ho, in thi 
name of all the declining stales of I tidy, coiH 
jured him to save them from the threatening dw^ 
iress, than he readily promised to come to ihe^ 
assistance* In the mean time he dispatched over 
a body of three thousand men, nnder the con^ 
mand of Cineas, an experienced soldier* and ^ 
scholar of the great orator Demostlienes, Nw 
did he himself remain long before he put to sea 
with three thousand horse, twenty thousaoJ 
foot, and twenty elephants, in which the cooh 
manders of that time began to place very great 
confidencei However, only a small part 4 « 
of this great armament arrived m Italy 271. 
with him ; for many of^ his ships were 
dispersed, and some were totally lost in ^ 
storm. 

Upon his arrival at Tarenmni, hts lint caie 
t^as 10 reform the people he came to sucoMif J 

for 



J 



observing a total dissolution of manners in 

it luxurious ckf^and that the mhabitants were 

[er occupied with the pleasures of batliing, 

,stiii^, and dancing, tlian tlie care of preparing 

war^ he gave orders to have all their places 

public entertainment shut up, and that th^j 

luld be restrained in all such amusements as 

lered soldiers effeminate* He attempted to 

, ress their licentious manner of treating their 

ivemors, and even summoned some, who had 

ntioned his own name with ridicule> to appear 

fore him. Nevertheless, he was prevented 

punishing them by their ingeTiuous manner 

confessing the charge. ■' Yes," cried they» 

we hiive spoken all this against yoiit and we 

would have said still more, bat that our wine 

was out.** But though he forgave them witli 

smile, he took tlie most prudent precautions to 

guard himself against tiieir well-known lusince- 

fity ; sending his son out of the city, and remove 

Sng all those he suspected to be most forward to 

fTTomote sedition. 

Mean\\ Iiile, tlie Romans did all that prudence 
could suggest, to oppose so forniidahle un cne- 
Uijf ; and the consul La^vinns w^as sent wjth a. 
lumerons army to interrupt his progress. Where- 
fore Pynhus, though his whole army vvas not 
yet arrived, prepared to meet him ; but pre- 
viously sent an ambassador, desiring to be 
pemiitted to mediate between the Romans and 
the people of Tarentum, To thisj Laevinns re- 
turned for answer, that he neither valued htm 
as a mediator, nor feared him as an enemy ; 
ind then leading the ambassador thrnnt^h ilie 
Aornan camp, desired him to observe dlli^entl^- 
*'Iiat he ijaw, tuid report the result to 
niasier. 
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the river Lylis. vyx 
careUil in directing the situation or »*»- 
camp, and in observing that of the enemy. I 
was there, that walking along die banks of thi 
river, and surveying the Roman metliod of en 
camping, " These barbarians*," cried h^ 
turning to one of his favourites, ^* seem to m 
" but little uncivilised ; and, I fear, we shal 
" too soon find their actions equal to their reso 
** lution." In the mean time, ordering a bodj 
of men along the banks of the river, he placed 
them in readmess to oppose the Romans, in cafl 
they should attempt to ford it before his wholi 
army was collected. Things turned out accord 
ing to his expectations ; the consul, with an im 
petuosity that marked his inexperience, c^ti 
orders for passing the river where it v/as ford 
able ; and tlie Epirean advanced-guard havin 
attempted to oppose him in vain, was obliged f 
retire to the main body of the army. Pyrrhi 
being apprised of the enemy's attempt, at d 
Iioped to cut off their cavalry, before they coi 
be reinforced by tlie foot, which had not 
passed over, and led on in person a chosen br 
of horse against them. It was on tliis occas 
that he shewed himself equal to the great r« 
tation he had previously acquired : he was 
stanlly seen at die head of his men, leading i 
on with spirit, yet directing then) with « 
ness : at once perlbrming the office of a i^e 

• The Gretks consiiKrcd all foreigners as l)nil>.-irianj 

}cii;tli i'( time the Kuin..ns v piid the iamv [ iccidcnl, 
' * ***Tm in I he same ien»c. 
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S ©omnnon soldier, he shewed 
Wee of mind, Joined to the 

He was chiefly conspicuous 
of lifs atr, and tjie richnesfi of 
lat wherever lie appeared, there 
Hdxle raged. In the midst of 
lb horse happening to be killed, 
CO change armour with one o( 
ad remove to another part of 
equired his immediate presence, 
Roman knights, mistaking the 
E for the king himself* directed 
ts that way, and at last slew 
his armour to the consuL The 
sad through both armies, that 
n, the Greeks were struck witlt 
and the Romans began to as-* 
>f Wctory. But Pyrrnus in the 
bareheaded in the van, and re- 
Dut, that he was alive and safe, 
diers with new vigour. At 
in legions having all crossed the 
ment was become general : the 
ith a consciousness of their for- 
the Romans "with a desire of 
•ry. — Mankind had never before 
fferently disciplined armies op- 
ler ; nor is it to this day deter- 

at that time, the Greek pha- 
an legion were preferable. The 
in suspense ; the Romans had 
ilsed the enemy, and were as 
:k themselves ; but, at length, 
?ss seemed doubtful, Pyrrhus 
lants into the midst of the en^ 
hese turned the scale of victory 

in 



AmitttdrMtly adopted it 'a% their own. 

^^ammiitf thtmgh ddesited, were ttiU un-^ 

Hfidj they again began to um.* all ni'cef- 

"Bgcnce to recruit their ^rmyf and to 

tSc conqiiiTor, who, jcitned by fitc 

1^ Itattes of Italy, wa& niarchinjc tiircctly 

^ ii Rome* However, he wus sull iinwiU» 

fc drive the rrpuhlic to ao extrcmiTy ; atid 

B^ they wtrc making vast prepunitiaiis, he 
ert d that it was the be^t perurd for treat - 
^ith an diicmy immediately after having 
jld a victorv over them ; accordingly he re* 
lid to send niit friend Cineiis, tlie orator, ro 
Iteistte, and me all his docinence to induce 
b t« piMce, lie had long reposed great con- 
tea in the abilities and persuasive powers of 
tbholarof DemastheiTes i and often as^rted, 
he Itad won nmre towns by the eloquente of 
u%^ than by his own arms. Tlic artful 
bi^n readily undert*wk the embassy, and en- 
ig Rome, began his negociation, by at- 
pdng to influence not only the senator s, but 
their wives, by presents, which he pretended 
> sent them by his master. This, however, 
the age of Roman virtue ; the senators re- 
el to accept these boimties, which they con- 
red as bribes to betray their country; and 
ivomen were not inferior to their husbands 
noble disinterestedness. They unanimously 
red him to restore to his master those siU 

111 rpvn«n 



lurements to treason ; adding^ that they wmJ< 
then onlf accept his presents when the seoaJ 
had considered whether thej- shotild accept hi 
friendstiip^ 

Never was there a time, in the hlstoiy of wr 
-nation, in which all the militaiy aiad patrioii 
virtues shone with greater histre than now i 
Rome, The senators having bv a late Uw, a 
has heen related, reduced their fortones rool 
nearly to a level with those of the people, be^ 
to seek distinction from virtue only, and desfMse 
those riches which could not be incre^.ised to snci 
a degree as to place thero at a distance horn tb 
vnlgaTp Thus CineasT after eihausting all h 
arti£ce, and finding the Romans inculpable < 
heing seduced, either by bribery or private pe 
suasion, changed his mode of attack, and fin 
ceeded to recjuest an introduction to an audieiu 
of the senate* Being admitted, he begaiis I 
extolling his master's courage and cleinenc| 
his desire of patronising the biave, and his pa 
ticular esteem for the Romans* He pmceeili 
to inculcate the blessings of p>eace, and the ha{f 
opportunity the senate then had of restoring 1 
rie offered, in bis master's name, to return J 
that had been btely taJcen in battlei withoi 
ransom ; to give assistance to the Romanfi c 
any future occasion ; and all that he asked i 
return, was their alliance and friendship, torn 
tlier with permission to have the Tarentinea ' 
eluded in the treaty. These D^rs, and 
more the orator's eloquence, appeared to a 
the whole assembly ; a general inclination see 
to prevail in favour of the king's proposal» 
a peace was confidently talked of in every 
of the city. In this juncture, Appiiis Choi 



I who WHS grown blind with age, 
f withdrawn frfim puhlic hiismc&i» 
F u> be eurrk'tl into tlie !K^u*e in 

surpnse of seeing this venemble 
le H^natr iieain, and 44 scase of the 
d di«i>b>*ed in surmcnintinj^ liumc* 
Is beture he cimlJ itpptar, awed 
*mbly iiittv silence ;ii>d atteiition* 
/* cried he, rai&mg himself from 
jonsidcrcd my blmdne^is and my 
ft evils J I suppti^icd that Hciwcn 
Hinff to punish the latter part of 
he lauks 1 had comniktcd wlicn 
hnd rrpaid a youth of fcll^ with 
4 in. But ntjw, conscript hitlier^, 
hxf€ been pt*culi:irly indulg^f^d in 
considered n» calamities, siiicemy 
hinders me from seeinp the dia- 
w ntiintrv, N;iv, niurnt T }>r in- 
li, it should be for deafness also, 
lould no longer hear of what must 
idignation in the breast of every 
aan. How different are you now 
ou were some years ago! Alex- 
1 the world has called Great, was 

nothing in Rome ; we then uni- 
bed his conquests not to his va- 

his fortune. You then wished 
of war might have brought him 
ily to shew the world your own 
i^ess. But how are you fiiUen at 
I then wished to combat with the 
Greece, and now you fear to en- 

those states which he actually 

You desired to cope with Alex- 

ct you refuse to meet one who 

T " ha^ 



•* new. We Have, ^>- 

" tive, eitlier boldly to meet PyrrHus lu, , 

<' or be content to suffer all the contempt tl 
" neighbouring states of Italy shall throw upi 
" us ; and thus, by endeavouring to avoid oi 
<< war, engage ourselves in a hundred." Tl 
speech was received with universal approbatioi 
the assembly caught the ardour of patriotii 
from this veteran though rude speaker, and ti 
smooth orations of Cineas lost the impressi( 
they had made. Being therefore unable to mal 
any progress in his embassy, he was dismiss 
with an answer, intimating, that Pyrrhus mu 
inithdraw his forces from Ualy, before the sena 
would treat with him on the subject of peace. 
Cineas bein? thus frustrated in his expect 
tions, returned to his master, extolling b<^ t 
virtues and the grandeur of the Romans. ** T 
" senate,'* said he, << appeared a reverend assexn 
" of demi-gods ; and the city, a temple for t^ 
" reception." Of this, Pyrrhus soon after 
came sensible, by an embassy fn)m Rome, 
coming the ransom and exchange of priso 
At the head of this venerable deputation 
Fiibricius, an ancient senator, who had 
l>een a pattern to his countrymen of the 
abject poverty, joined to the most cheerfu 
tent. This practical philosopher, who ha 
formerly consul, and was now the ambs 
of Rome, had no other plate furniture 
bouse, than a small cup, the bottom > 
whicli was of horn. His daughters being 
fortunes, tlie senate generously portion* 
»^-« frreifcsury. When the t 



^ affri^ii him rich piTKent** he rc- 
Jh isiymgt that he wax iilre^dy opu* 
^pail It! limed Ulo ain of Irtuieuiug hijt 
^MTninin;^ his ji[>poiites, 
jji received tiitii rnuti^iittHi vetemn with 
iittentiun \ iind wilUtig to try how fiir 
i been just in hiji favoinv o&red liim 
lliwblc presents J which, liowevcr, tho 
tl|fii»rd* I'he d;iy iifttJr, he wtts desir* 
wing hfsi et[uuuimity, and ordered one 
jphiiJiis \i\ he phiccd mrliind the tiipcsiiy, 
U]x>n '*\ Jiign^d given J ruisied it* tmnk 
e 3imhii5,'iitdor*?i heiu!, at the ssinie time 
her threiLteijing motitnt't. But Fithri* 
th an unch^ingcd coumenance, amilod 
f king i ohsierviug* thnt he hM:»ked with 

eye an the terrurjj of thi* diiy^ jis he 
11 the allua^meniH of tlie pavedin^,^ 
, pleased to find so much virtue in one 
ic hwd considered u,s a harhiin;m, wfis 
o giunt him the only fjivour w*hieh he 
uld ni:ike him happy* He releaJied the 
prisoners ciurus^ting them to Fahriciun 
pon luh jmmiise^ lhat> in ease die senate 
ermined to continue tlie war, lie nu^ht 
them J whenever he di (night pmpen 
loman army having recovered from its 
jat, Sul|)icius and Decius, the consuls, 
mediately placed at its head. The panic 
ad formerly seized the soldiers from the 
the elephants now began to wear off; 
generals, with great assiduity, applied 
^es to imitate tlie discipline ot Pyrrhus, 

Grecian method of encampment. It 

pting the warlike improvements of other 

that they ultimately learned the art of 

T 2 becoming 



KOME. 

mg invincible. Both armies met neai 
.senium, and both were nearly equs 
ers, bein? about forty thousand str 
ius found himself inconunoded by a wi 
:ry, that prevented his phalanx and 
its from acting with the same efiect a 
plain ; he thefore continued for some < 
icr upon the defensive, until night shi 
e him an opportunity to make a more 
itaq;eous disposition. The next mominj 
jse^ a detachment of his cavalry to pa 
cmselvcs of the upper grounds, and thus f 
e enemy into the plain ; which, when they 
iccessfuUy effected, he brought down his 
ihants into the hottest part of the fight, 
nixing his slin?ers and archers among th 
formed a body mat appeared almost irresisti! 
and from locai circumstances the battle bee; 
close and general. The Roman legions at 
were unable to pierce the Greek pnalanx ; 
becoming careless of their own lives, a dcsp 
slaughter ensued on both sides. After ;? 
and obstinate fight, however, the Grecia 
cipline prevailed ; and the Romans, being f 
on every side, particularly by the elepliant 
obliged to retire to their camp, leaving si 
sand men dead upon the field of battle 
enemy likewise lost four thousand of t) 
men, and tliorofoi-e had little reason 
of the event of tlie battle. Indeed, P)* 
plied t(^ one of his soldiers, who was < 
lating him upon his victory, " One sue! 
" more, and I sliall be undone."* No 
asserti<Mi made witliout reason ; as, by 
iho greatest part of those forces, whi' 
lowed liini from home, were destroy- 



J who was made consu* 

l^qn the Romans, by no means 

~ ' former defeats. While the 

net approaching, and only at a 

. from each other, a letter was 

oricius from the king's physician, 

it for a proper reward ne would 

sr oS by poison, and thus rid the 

, powernil enemy and a dangerous 

us felt, at tliis base proposal, all the 

lation that was consistent with his 

tness of mind, and sense of moral 

le communicated it to his colleague, 

[y gave his opinion, that Pyrrfius 

lormed of the treachery that was 

rainst him. Accordingly letters were 

or that purpose, informing Pyrrhus 

r, and lamenting his unfortunate 

riends and enemies: that he had 

"-^-^ murderers, while he di^ 

--«rous and 
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** of honour-*' Then maldiig ihs ptupi 
amongst his servants ^^^ hamg dtscts 
tmascmt he ordered his phf slckn to be 
Howeveff not to be outdane in magnai 
btimediately sent to Rooie all l»i ptwoa 
out ninsomt and again desired to m 
peace. The Romanst on the other hmx* 
to enter into m negodadon, bat upoQ 
conditions they had offered betbref mat 
as 111^^7 of the Samnites and Taie 
equalled the number of the prisotier* 
received* The Roman obstinacy i 
Pyrrhus; he appeared dmded bctwt 
^d Deceuit}, his circumstances oblrge 
tofde ineasuref to discommue the wmr, 
honotir wa^ hurt in being compelled t 
unfinished* An invitaiTon from the 
begging Felief against the Cathaguu 
possessed their island, and treated oier 
relieved him ^m this cruel embar 
This expedition promised more reward 
kboar s and sach were the chief obief 
rnilh^rv ndvf^tiirer*?* attention. He 
placed a gairison in Taientnniy mud 
the inclination of the inhabitants ; and t 
ing his friend Cineas before him, folk 
all the rest of his forces to the relief of 
The Sanmites and Tarentines being 
to the mercy of the Romans, did i 
though in vain, to solicit him, with 
earnest supplications, to return to the 
tion. Pyrrhus, whom his successes in 1 
for some time made deaf to their entres 
however, after a lapse of two years, in 
had acquired victories rather splendid 
ful, glad to have a specious pretext to I 
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. as he had formerly left Italy, He, thcrc- 
ith some di^cuhy, once more returned to 

ntum, at the head of twenty thousand foot 
* thousand horse. The Romans, though 
led by so formidable a power as that nf Pyr- 
Ii had not yet forgotten the ancient animosay 
^n tile orders of die state ; and upon a 
i being set forward to form an army to op- 
f him, many of the people refused to inHsE. 
)/rder to repress a sedition which menaced the 
f destruction of the empire, the consuls re- 
ed to act with spirit, and accordincjly com* 
kdcd that the names of the citizens should he 
im by lot I and that he who first refused to 
f the Held, should he sold as a slave* This 
?ly severity had its effect, and evtfr afterwards 
IT man refused to inltst when called upon* he 

iiwtantly treated by the consuls in a similar 

iner. HaviniT thtiFi r:ii!?od ii suffirStmr hruty 
orces, the consuls divided their army into two 
:s, and marched into the enemy's country ; 
into Lucania, and the other among the 
mites. 

Yrrhus, having increased his army by new 
es, and being informed of this anangemcnt, 
ded his forces also, and sent one part to op- 
s the march of Lentulus, while he himscU" 
It to attack Curius Dentatus, before his col- 
jue could come up. His principal aim was 
urprise the enemy by night ; but his march 
g through woods, and his lights failing him, 
men lost their way ; so that at the approacli 
noming, they saw themselves in sight of the 
nan camp, with the enemy drawn out ready 
eceive them. The vanguard of both armicvs 
\ met, in which the Romans had the ad» 

vantaa^ 



dance of uiH 
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vantage. Soon after a general engagemeni: 
sued, when Pyrrhus finding the l^ance of 
Tn^ory turning still against him, had once mnrc 
recourse to his elephants* With tliese, boweveTf 
the Romans were then too well acquainted to 
feel any vain terrors from their appearance ; aikij^ 
having found that fire was the most effectijal 
means to repel them, they caused a number of 
balls to be made, composed of flax and resbr 
whichj being kindled j were throwTi amongst them 2 
a!» diey approached the ranks. The elephants, | 
thus rendered furious by the fJame^ and as bo!*lly | 
opposed by the soldiers, could no longer li } 
brought to act i but fell back upon their ovm 
army, hearing down the ranks, and filling ;ill 
places with terror and confusion- Thus, ^iiher a 
long struggle, victory declared in favour of 
Rome* PyrrbusT in vam, attempted to stop the 
flight and the slaughter of his troops ; he lost 
not only twenty-three thousand of his best sol- 
diers, hut his camp was also takeu. The occu- 
pation of this furnished a new lesson to the Hi*- 
mans, who w^ere ever open to improvement: 
they had formerly pitched their tents without 
order; but by the example before them, they 
^^*ere taught to measure out their groi^nd, aui 
fortify tlie whole with a trench ; so that many of 
their succeeding victories are to be ascribed to 
their improved method of castraTnetation. 

Notwithstanding such a si^al and m^- 
pec ted defeat, Pyrrhus bore his loss with UJ^ 
broken courage ; bis first c^re was to securt a 
retreat, and then to keep up the spirits of l^^ 
allies with promises of better success fortbefii- 
lure- This he did till he had tried the -utltioiE 
of \\ hat his interest could effect to fimiish ^t 

another 
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' campaign. However, finding all bapes 

L fruitless, he resolired to leave Italy, where 
only resolute enemies and faicUess al- 

Accordtngly, calling together the Taren- 
■^ he iTifamied them, that he had received 
Irances from Greece, of speedy asfistaiiGe, 
fdmrmg them to vait the event with 
iquiUity ^ the night following embark- A' C, 
bit troops, he bade an eternal adieu ^^^" 
taly, leaving a garrison at Tarentum u, c. 
■eSy to save appearances, and to keep 483* 
allies from despair*, 

13 this manner ended the ^ar with Pyrrhus, 
r six years' continuance ; through the whole 
i^hich, we find the Romans acting a nobler 
; than in any former period^ endeavouring to 
the politeness of Greece to the virtuous au-- 
ity of their native mannera. A spirit of fru- 
ty, contempt of wealth* and virtnous emii- 
m, had spread itself over the whole senate, 
ricius not only brought poverty into fashion 
lis example, but punished all approaches to 
iry, by his authory as a magistrate. So 
tly were the sumptuary laws enforced by this 
It man, when censor, that Ruffinus, who had 
1 twice a consul and once dictator, was ex- 
ed from the senate, and had a mark of in- 
y put upon his name, for no other offence^ 
I being possessed of ten pounds of silver ph 
the use of his table. By this love of^ 
ince, and these successes in war, 



Wu tecmR to have been the trade of Pyitt^ 
sany heroic achievements, he was kilMMt*- 
threw a tile on his head from the top oti 
ittempting to take Argos. 
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bdif^iJuah were poor, the public was net ; d 
number of citizens also was tncicaied to abop 
two hundred thousand men, cafislile of beani 
arms ; and the fame of the RofOiatts was so f 
extended* th;it Ptolemy PhtbdeSpHus, king 
Kgyptf sent itmbsssadors to congratulate tbi 
success, and to solicit their alliance. 

As for tlie effeminate Tarentines, who wc 
the original pTomoters of this war, they loon I 
gan to experience a woric enemy in the garriii 
that was left for their defence^ than in the R 
niasfu, who attacked tliem from wttfaom. Tl 
tnmity between them and Milo, who ctl 
mantled their citadel for PjTrhus, wa* tiecwl 
so great, I hat notliing but the fear of their i 
vetcrate foes at Rome, could equal it* In d 
distress they applied to the Carthag}nian«, w) 
with a large Heet blocked up the poit of 1 
rentum ; «o that this unfortunate people* <M 
famous througl) Italy, for the elegance of ill 
taste» and the refinement of their pleasures, a 
saw iliemselves contended for by three dlicB 
armies, without the choice of a conqueror* 1 
length, however, the Romans found meaM 
bring over the garrison to their interest ; m 
which they easily b<N:ame master* of the ci 
and demolished its walls, granting the i 
liberty and protection under their own 
auspices* 
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Mi ike Conw^ncrmrnt tt? tA€ End of the ^r At 
Pmk fl^ar, whti the lltmm4 Ugan it* avqmn- a 
maril'mc F^rte* 

DON aitcr the fall of Tairntum, Rome be^ 
came mistress of all the countries in Italy, 
rm the remotest part of Etruriii to the Ionian 
t» and from the Tyrrhenian to the Adriatic. 
H it sliould be ob served j that though all the 
ferent states in tliat track lost their inde- 
ruleiice^ they did not all enjoy xht same pri- 
jcges ; some were entirely subjected lo the 
^nv^nv laws; others wore allowed to live under 
e original institutions ; and some were tribu- 
ry, and others allies. Some again enjoyed all 
c privileges of denizens of Rome ; and otliers 
ere admitted to a right of suffrage in the dee- 
ms of the Campus Martins. Those difl'ercnt 
Jgrecs of honour, privileges, and liberty, weie 
»unded on the different terms granted to the 
3Qquered, upon their surrender ; and were af- 
frwards modified or increased, according to 
leir fidelity, and the services they rendered the 

3>ublic of Rome, to which they had promised 
egiance. 

Not satisfied, however, with subjugating the 
irrounding nations, the victory over Pyrrhus 
ot only gave the Romans reputation abroad, 
Dt kindled an ambition for foreign conquests. 
Ticy began also to know, though not yet to 
ractiset the refinements of the Greeks and Ta- 

rentines» 



their growing numbers wtc. > 
were obliged to be imported from lorei^i^ . 
tions. of these, Sicily sent by far the great) 
proportion ; so that the people began secretly 
wish for the possession of a country, which n 
for some time served as the granary of Rome. 
To minds predisposed for conquests, ai 
A. C. backed by power, a pretext to commeii 
233. ^ar is seldom wanting. The Carthaginia 
^ Q were at that time in possession of t 
493. greatest part of Sicily, and, like the B 
mans, only wanted an opportunity 
embroiling the natives, in order to become r 
sters of the whole island. This opportunity v 
offered. Hiero, king of Syracuse, one of 
states of the island as yet unconquered, entre; 
their aid against the Mamertines, a small i 
pendent district of the same country ; and 
promptly sent him supplies both by land 
sea. The Mamertines, on the other bar 
ward off impending ruin, put themselves 
tlie protection of Rome. The Romanf 
' -- 'licrnify the Mamertines with the 
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fleet, or, as some will have it, a raft of 
, wafted over a small body of forces intc 

! where victory, as usual, was still attends 

., .} the Roman eagles. A league made wit! 

jl* • king of Syracuse, soon after the consul's 

f I began to inspire the invaders with hop 

K ,.' peUing the Carthaginians from the isla 

I ;. becoming masters of it in their tunu 

an unsurmountable obstacle was opposec 
ambitious views : they had no fleet, or 
scarcely any thin^ which deserved th: 
while the Carthaginians, being masters c 
powerful one, had the entire command 
and awed all the maritime towns into ob 
To obviate this difficulty, sufficient in 
intimidate less resolute minds, the Romai 
to apply themselves to maritime aflaii 
though without shipwrights to build, or 
to na\'igate a fleet, they pursued thei 
with inflexible perseverance. A Card 
vessel happening to be driven ashore in 
the model was sufficient to give the 
hopes of building vessels, that mieht 
control the long-established nav^ p< 
their rival. Accordingly, they diligc 
about imitating this ship, and on the sa 
built a hundred and t\^'enty vessels, wit 
ing expedition. But now, although t 
obtained something like a fleet, they still 
sailors to navigate it. The Romans be 
up to husbaudr)- or war, were perfect 
rant of maritime aff\urs ; and tlie neigl 
states, whom they had lately conquert 
either unwilling to emb;irk, or not to 1 
on. In this exigence, they first taught t 
to row upon land, instructing tlieni in t 
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fer of cfigaginff, as well as circumstancei 
p perm it I. ana leaving it to their native 

!r to do the rest, 
th this newlj-constnicted armament, the 
^ Duilllus ventured to sea; l>ut he soon 
I that the enemy was every way superior ia 
t of sailing, atid bringing their vessels into 
in- However, the indefsiDgable spirit of the 
ians was not to be subdued ; he found out a 
tdy even here^ for the improvement of hrs 
fttions, by inventing an instrument, which, 
I an impulse of two ships, kept them both 
pled tQgecher ; so that neither could sepa- 

until the victory was decided. By this 
iiod, a naval engagement became more like 
at landt w'hich gave the Romans the ad- 
age j for when the two rival fleets met, 
f^rthiiginians lost fifty of their ships, to- 
tr with the undisturbed sovereignty of the 
which tlicy valued more. These successes 
t so unexpected by the senate, that Duillius 

admiral was honoured with a signal 
nph ; and to perpetuate the memory of his 
►ry, a band of music was appointed to at- 
him at supper *. 

. the mean time, a conflict was carried on 
md in Sicily with various success ; the Ro- 
sy and their enemies, alternately gaining the 
Atage. But the conduct of both nations 
ig the continuance of this war was mani- 
r different. The Carthaginians appeared 
ys murmuring against their generals and 

Vhilc Duillius received such marks of regard from his 
it country, Annibal, the Carthaginian admiral, had some 
Uy to escaping with life, for suft'ering himself to be de- 

V 2. admirals, 






rums. inc.. 

p;irt of the \v:ir in Sicii), . 

duct and courage (if the consul ivc^. 

subdued the ishmds Lip:ir.i and ^IL■1 

Malta. The city of Agrigentiim in Sii 

of Albcria in Corsica, were now also at 

tlie dominions of Rome. 

But these trifling successes were by i 
sufficient to gratify the sanguine exj^cc! 
the people ; for thoui»h the Carthagin 
suffered occasional defeat:, yet they : 
tinned the most powerful, and sent in 
to the island at pleasure. ITie concpu 
fore cff Sicily was only to be obtained 
bling the power of Carthage at hom< 
this view the senate resolved to carry 
into Africa 5 and accordingly they sent 
and Manlius, with a fleet of three bun 
to make the invasion. Regulus was 
the most consummate \%-arriour that R 
llien produce ; he was a professed ( 
fnigal severity, but less austere to * 
to himself; he only reprehended f 
which he would have died rather th;i 
mitted : but his patriotism was gre 
temperance ; and all the private p 
ed extinguished in him, or they wer 
cd up in one great ruling affectio 
liis country. As if he had a presi 
ever, of his misfortunes, it was 
ficulty he accepted this last co 

^'^ wrote to the senate in the 



ise ; " A day-kbou?erj Liking 
laf the death of the fiirmer who 
sld, amounting to six acres, has rob^ 
my implements of husbandry, and 
presence is therefore necessary for 
lion of itj without which I caunot 
untatn my wife and children^" The 
diately obviated tliis diSidulty, by 
large of his domestic concerns on 
tnd ordered Re^^ulus to continue 
1, Accordingly, the two generals 
their flcset, which was the greatest 
T yet left an Italian port, carrying 
md forty thousand men. They 
f the Carthaginians, with a fleet 
and men better used to naval af- 
B the fight conunucii rather bc- 
ps than the men^ tlie Carthaginians 
tve the superiority : but wlien the 
e to grapple with them, the di0er- 
a mercenary army, and one that 
me, was apparent. The resolution 
ns was crowned with success ; the 
: was dispersed, and fifty-four of 
taken. The consequence of this 
m immediate descent upon ^ q 
Africa, and the capture of 345. 
pea; together with twenty 
1 who were made prisoners ^q^* 



being informed of these great suc- 
>plied to for new instructions, com- 
lius back to Italy, in order to super- 
cilian war ; and directed that Re 
continue in Africa, to prosecute 
here ; but as his consulship was 
:ontinued him tlieir general, un( 
u 3 
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the title of Pro-consul, i *«,-, , 
tion (if liis country, Kcgulus conlinueu ...> 
ccssts, and led Iiis forces along the banks of t 
rivLT Bat^rada. ThiTC, while he was waiti 
for the approach ol' llie Carthaginians, a si-rp 
oi' enormous si/.e attacked liis men as they wi 
for water, and tool; a position as if it intcnc 
to guard the hanks of the river. It was 
liiindred and twenty iect long, with scales i 
peiietr.ible to any weapon. Sonie of the bold 
troops at first went up to oppose its fury, 1 
they soon fell victims to their rashness, bci 
cither killed by its devouring jaws, or crushed 
pieces by the volumes of its tail. Tlie ]K>i» 
ous va))our tliat issued from it is rcprcsenteJ 
still more formidable ; and the men wen 
much tern lied at its ap]K*arance, that tliey as 
od, they would much more joyfully have f 
the whole Carihaginian army. Tor some 
it seemed uncertain which should remain n? 
of the river. At last, Regulus vas ohli 
make use of the machines employed in 
ing down the walls ol' cities ; and, v. 
standing this, the seqwut for a long tin 
6l(K)d all liis efforts, and destroyed nut 
^^•'i men ; but at length, a very lary 
«..n»r from an engine, hap 
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Ifcanwliile, tTie Carthaginians finding that the 
.oiQans were making rapid advances to their 
cry capital, brought out a tonsiderable armf 
> oppiise them, A battle ensued, in which Car- 
riage was once more defeated j and some of its 
est troijps were cut off. Tliis tilled them with 
wisteniation and dismay ; and more than eighty 
^ their toA^T;is immediately submitted to the Ro- 
nans- The Numidianst the ancient aUies of 
heCariJiagiiiians, rose against them at the same 
inie, and combined to ravage the conn try > The 
wasants, who fled on every side, flocked into 
imliagej as to the only place of refiige left, 
cid introduced misery and famine. In this scene 
rf^iromplicated distress, the Cartiiaginians, de- 
litate of generals at home who had abilities to 
ppose the conqueror, were obliged to send to 
jKrcdsemoT), offering the command of their 
nnies to Xrmtippus, a genend of great exped- 
ience, who undertook to conduct tliem» At 
le same time, d;ey dispatched some of the 
rincipal men of the state to Regulus to beg a 
cace. The Roman general had long wished to 
aroinate the war, and return to his native land. 
Imidst his most splendid successes, he still 
»ms to have anticipated the most melancholy 
Bverses. When the Carthaginians, therefore, 
ent proposals of peace, he was very much in- 
lined to come to an accommodation ; but in 
ome measure considering himself as master of 
Cartilage, he thought it was his duty to dictate 
be terms. These were, that the Carthagini;ins 
houldgivc up the cities they were possessed ol* iu 
>icily and Sardinia ; that they should deliver up 
U their prisoners without reward, and at the 
Une time ransom such as had bc*en made by 
le Romans. These and some similar conditions 

were 



224 BOMB. 

were offered; but the Carthaginians thv 
them too rigid, the treaty was broken off 
both sides resolutely prepared for war. 

By this time, Xantippus, the Lacedxm 
general, was arrived, and immediately set 
levying and disciplining men for the an 
was destined to command : he assured th 
gistrates, that their forces were hitherto 
thrown, not by the strength of the enem} 
the ignorance of their own generals ; he 
fore only required a ready obedience to his o 
and assured them of an easy victory. The 
city seemed once more revived mm di 
dence, by the encouragements of this illus 
stranger ; and soon, from hope, grew inti 
fidence. This was the spirit uie Grecian g 
wished to inspire ; and when he saw then 
ripe for the engagement, he joyfully toe 
field. The forces on both sides were bi 
in number ; the Carthaginian army con- 
only of twelve thousand foot, and four the 
horse ; those of the Romans of about the 
or rather more, but all of them veterans. 

The first circumstance which alarmed 
lus, was to find the enemy alter the plan o 
encampment, and make a new choice 
ground. Tliey had hitherto preferred thi 
woody and nigged places, where tlieir c 
were embarrassed, and ilicir elephants i 
unserviceable ; thus sliewing a dispoMt 
secure tliemselves from attack rather than 
llie offensive. Tliey ncnv continually kept 
open country ; and so harassed tlie \ 
army, that at lenp^th Ke;^ulus\vas oblij^ed 
scend into the plain, and cross the river 1 
them battle. The LaceJanionlan mai 
most skilful disposition of hii lorces; he 
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17 in the wings ; dispocied the elephaxiti 
b|ier mtervali, behbd the line of tw^vy* 
m mfMiXryi undt briaging up tim light- 
P tTti^op* before, ortlered them to rctfne 
Jgh iiie lifui of inf;iRtry^p afbur thejr h^d di^ 
^lh«irwfap<iiifi. This wat a mi^ftfiiwtirrly 
ffStionr and proved usdid to tbe ftofnans in 
vdlns^ eii^agt'menti, though ic waf fatal to 
ill file present* For n»>w both arnji« en* 
Ig, after SI latig and obt^tmate retsirtajice the 
Btns w<?rc! oirerthrown widi dre^dfuJ slaugh- 
tite j|^reaie«t part of tJieir army being Jc- 
ld| ftnd Kegiiiii« h'tmidf taken piiv^mer. 
♦ictory w> gr^iit and unexpactjed filled Ui< 

Sts of Cinthage with utigovemabto joy 5 
Id ni*vcr symciently satisfy ihctnvmVK*^ 
Ewkag oil the eonf|iierorj tlioy;,jh ha wai 
n in stMnTQt and of a very mean appear'^ 
Btit tlitf favourable di^poittion wsii huC 
Oft crmtintiance, fur «or>n their a dm f rati on 
umed to envy. They could not bear to 
o a stranger that safety, which they wanted 
ies and virtue to procure for themselves, 
ippus, who knew tlieir malignity, and who 
• vi'its much elated with their fickle praise, 
lesirous of lessening their malevolence, by 
vrin(( tlie cause : he therefore requested per- 
m to resign his command, and desired a 
o convey him to his own country. Their 
titude on tliis occasion, if historians say 
was even more disgraceful than their 
T jealousy and nincour; for, pretcil«" 
mish hi m* with the most IionourableJ 
ice, the mariners had private ord 
' him and his companions overboai 
tonour of obtaining so great a 
i be ascribed to 4 stranger. Thus, t' 
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Punic faithhas been used to signify decc 
Punic reward express the basest ingrat 
Buty whatever was the fate of Aan 
affairs of the Carthaginians, for some 
on to improve, while those of Rome 
be declinmg. The remains of the Ro 
were besieged in Clypea, a city on d 
Africa, which Regulus had taken ; ai 
it was for a while relieved by means 
victory, under the conduct of ^niili 
yet they were ultimately obliged to ev 
place. Soon after the Romans lost t 
fleet in a storm ; and Agrigentum, 
cipal town in Sicily, was taken by Ka 
Carthaginian generaL The Romar 
characteristic perseverance, undertoo 
a new fleet, which also shared the 1 
former : the mariners, not yet acqu; 
the Mediterranean shores, drove it u 
sands ; and, soon jiftcr, the greatest j 
cd in a storm. Thus frustrated in t 
attempt, for a while they gave up a 
rivalling the Cartliaginians at sea, a 
their attention to the conquest of Sic 
they in a great measure effected. 

Fourteen years of disastrous war 
the Carthaginian resources, and i 
shewed an inclination for peace, hop 
better terms than those insisted \i\ 
They tlierefcire resolved to send to l\ 
gociate this business, or at least to 
exchange of prisoners. For lliis pi 
supposed that Ro^^ulus, whom the 
for lour yc:irs kept in a dungeon, ; 
witli extreme severity, would be a • 
citor. It was hoped, th;it, Iwing 
imprisonment and bondage, lie wc 




\ hi» rrtunttym&n to a dis- 
■ tlltf m^f whrch nnljr pmlongcd 
,„^4 H» was i4cciirdin|j!v sciit with 
Aiiadnri to Rome, but wiin a [nomliCfr 
ly rx^cuul friim Um^ U\ return in csiic 
{ UTurucceiAt'ul* To thii he cDnxentedt 
iOt on hii cmbaaiy with a dotermuiatioti 

t ttrri^ed at the gatot ti( Rome, ReguluJt 
bo inter th^m. ** I nm,** said Ik% " i\o 
f ft Rmnan citir.orif but » Cutth;iginian 
htlie Itnate silway« ^tvrx uudifmee t() 
pn iHthuut thr gatei." HU wid* Marcb 
H mcc't him, nnd presented to him hiij 
idtrn t but thl« wmrhcd puri^nt frtt^d hi$ 
the f^ound, aud rejftiLnl thdr ciire^iei* 
asite being sigMctni^U'dt and Reguluti ad- 
bto their pj^ienc*^ with th<* Cnmiaginlan 

r», a slave of the Carthaginians, I come 
my masters to obtain a peace, or at 
an exchange of prisoners." He would 
tired during the debate : the senate press- 
to remain, out he refused till ordered to 
y the uml)assadors. 

st the elders of the senate gave their 
, he kept his eyes stedfasily down, till it 
B turn to speak, when he thus began : 
ivc at Carthage > at Rome I am free, and 
r I shall speak.** He then proceeded to 
t not the interest of the republic to make 
** The forces of Carthage," said he, 
xhausted. You have been but once con- 
;df and that once through my fault| 
b fault Metellus has nobly repaired : 
it the Carthaginians have so often been 
n that they scarcely dare meet a Roman. 

« Theip 
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SO magnaniniom a cittxen from tortum 
rom death, aiid y^ rejnmoied ini^exiblef 
iwliat also can we think of die nepuMic of 
liage, Vfho snffemd and ordubed die nio^ 
actable and lumowmble of men to eipire in 
inost dreadful agcnies* Aflcr having piling- 
bim into the obscurest dungeon, he i?vas 
ra out to be exposed to the bwming rays of 
l^ican mn, his eye-lids being firu cut off; 
W7k& then enclosed in a box pierced with 
t spikes, in which he ejtpired-. On iJie other 
d, the senate of Ronie dvUvered tlietr prin- 
d prisoners to his wife, Marcia, who, by her 
ITS, suffered a flow deaths in lonures like 
m indicted cd her husband : — acts of revenge 
jretaliaUon alike detest able^ for which tlio^ 
k rule in every government m here they take 
!t ou^ht to be made responsible, or posted 
to iniamy by posterity I 
^th sides now took up arms with more than 
ner animosity. The Romans, who were in- 
ible in tlieir purposes, although they had so 
ay times been wrecked at sea, and had lost 
h numbers of their bravest troops on that 
nent, once more fitted out a fleet, and again 
defiance to Carthage. It seemed, however, 
f fortune was resolved to bafile their mari- 
c attempts ; for, by the bad conduct ^ ^ 
Claudius Pulchcr, the consul, and a 237. 
ression of disasters, their fleet was de- 
yed like all the former, and the Romans 
ned drained of every resource to equip a new 
In consequence of this misfortune, they 
e obliged to abstain for seven years from all 
ll preparations.- But their spirit was not to 
ifokea; they determined to build another 
X fleet 
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fleet, atid to try their wayward fortune oil 
more on the unstable element. At lenglfe th 
perseverance was crowned with success, and ^ 
victory followed on the back of another- FaH 
Buteo, the consul, shewed them the way, by 4 
feadng a large squadron of the enemy's shil 
but Luctatius Catulus gained a victory strll ml 
complete, in which the power of Carthage 1 
almost anniliilated at sea« by the loss of a hi 
dred and twenty shJps, according to the }(yml^ 
computation- Tliis loss so humbled the Q 
thaginiaas that they sued for peace, which Km 
thought proper to grant ; but stiU infleiibl|f 
its demands, exacted the same conditions ^ 
Regulus had formerly offered at the ralfi^ 
Carthagei It was finally stipulated, that 1^ 
should lay down a thousand talents of stl^cfj 
defray the charges of the war ; and should | 
two diousand two hundred more in ten jm 
time; that they should quit Sicily^ wnh alH 
neie^hbouring islands j that they should lU! 
make war against the allies of Rome> nor rtl 
with any vessels of war within the Romans 
minions ; and lastly, that all the pTisoficrs I 
deserters should be delivered up without nmaf 
To these severe conditions ihe Canhaginl 
were obliged to submit after a contest of twa 
four years ; which, in some measure* bad dl^ 
ed both nations of every resource to renew 1 
till ties, even had the inclmation remained* 
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I the Eud of ihjini Pmk War to tk Tmni^ 

T*HE war wbi<:h wah jurt concluded, had been 

^ cortducted on tlic jrart of the Carthaginititf 

i&S Ere*t fiK-Hiua' by Humjlc^r, who di*pkyed 

3311L1T- ctmmgei prudencei and ibiliti^Ht ut^d 
y sunk at b«t in the common mt«fortlinci o4 
Ui country* iiucb wfi^ltis t?nmity to Romt?, timl; 
k drd not even auffer h in die with him, but 
Ukuiled it Hi an Inliuritancu in Km mn* ihc tl* 
Ittfiliottt Annilml, Tbu Komann 100^ though 
COAipktely victDiioin, i-ntuTtuined no hsu an- 
^Uiy li^ainst ilie trivsil itatc which still tx- 
md ip buch ttrengih 4.^ to justify a con^tiJcr- 
afale thzTi^ f >1 j ealous y an d c i r c urn specti on* H o w- 
UTiTi it Wiis necCit^ary they should rt spire after 
10 long m conrtict) and m %ix y(*an after the 
peace with the CarthiiginiaTis, the temple of 
Wui wai shut, for the jsecond tinxe fiinci; ^ ^ 
im foundation 6f tlie ci ty. 'I'he Ronui ns .jm^ J 
Uog [liu^ in friendship with all nationsr .. 
W ui apportunity of cuki vating the arts ^ ^ ,^ " 
of peaces tliey now l>egau to cherish a. 
Uiie for poetry, the tim liberal art which vhea 
m every ci vilified nation, suid the fira also ihaL 
diicayft in an advanced nateoffurit^)'. I lirhiMto 
tWy had been enlejtained only wlih the ludc 
drollcriei of bu{] 0011s; and ill the sp^nt^ <:il1<.Hi 
Frfcennini, n icw di.^bauched actwsf invcntiid 
^ f ihcir 



their own parts, while raillery and iftnit I 
plied the piice of humour. To these z © 
position of A higher kind succeededt d^ 
minatcd satire. This ^^^a^ a kind of drum 
poem, in which die fblltes of the great < 
made an object of derision to the vtilgar. A 
these came tragedy^ and corned jr^ both bono' 
from die Greeks; and, indeed, the first i 
matic poet of Rome, -^rhose name was Lx 
Andronicus, vms horn m Greece-* The \n4 
the higher speeies of composition appenred, 
great jseople rqecred their former impnij 
with disdain* From this period ihev Uttiofl 
tipon the Grecian model : and, though ^ 
were never able to rival dieir masters in drm 
tie compositioni thev soon surpassed thefH 
many ot the more soothing kinds of ver^, ] 
giac, pastoral, and didactic poetry, began to 
sume new beauties in the Roman lang\iage ; 4 
satire, not that rude kind of dialogue alrei 
mentioned, btu a nobler sort, invented by Li 
lius, was all their own. 

But while they were thus cultivating ihe H 
of |>eacej they were not negligeni in mtiM 
feih preparations for war. The lUyrians "0 
the first people upon whom they tried ti 
strength, after an interval of eight years' pci 
That nation, which Had long plundered the ni 
chants of the Mediterranean with tmpunl 
were impelled by their evil genius to make ( 
predations upon some of the trading subjeeci 
Rome* This being compbincd <>f to Te« 
tlio queen of the country, instcMd of trrai\l] 
redress, she ordered the ambassador who ^ 
sent to demand restitution* to be murdered. 
war ensutdy in which the Romans were jjsn 



I ; most of the III jnc taww vrv^ sor- 
)r^ to the consuls, and a f>tAC^ at last con* 
tdi bf which the greatest pan of the couo- 
las ceded to Roirie; a jearlf tiinitcwasex- 
Ifor the rest^ ^nd si pro^bition ^dded^ diat 
Qljnans should not sail bejogkd the iitct 
IS with more than two barb* and thooe not 
&ped for war- 
he Gauk vrtre the neit people that fek the 
ffs of Rome. Supposing a tsnac of peace, 
a the armies were disbanded* a proper $ea£Ofi 
new irruptions, this l^rbarmis pecrple coI- 
id fiesh forces from bey^md the Ajps, and 
ring Etniria, wasted all with fire and s^otd, 
hef came withiu about three days' fonmey 
tonie. A prstor and a coastil were sent to 
ace them, and bemg now in&tmcted in the 
roving arts of war, they surrounded the 
ils, who still retained their primicval modes 
ighting. In vain those hardy troops, who 
nothing but their courage to protect them, 
aed two fronts to oppose their adversaries ; 
r unprotected bodies and undisciplined forces 
e unable to withstand the shock of an ene- 
completely armed, and skilled in military 
utions. A dreadful carnage ensued* when 
y thousand men were killed, and ten thousand 
m prisoners. This victory was followed by 
cher gained over them by Marcellus, in which 
dlled Viridomarus, their king, with his own 
d, and gained the third royal spoils which 
yet been obtained by a Roman. These con- 
5ts forced the Gauls to beg a peace, the con- 
yns of which served greatly to enlarge the 
nds of the empire ; mough certainly ntf^ ^ 
Dgthen its barriers on that side. ^ 

X 3 If 



I; T: ; -with Rome ; and, though warned to des 

secuted their opemtions with vigour, 
sadors were sent, in consequence, fron 
to Carthacfe, complaining of tlie infrai 
their articles, and requirmg tliat Anni 
Carthaginian general, who had advis 
measure, should be delivered up. Tliis i 
being refused, the ambassadors began 
ccive tlieir inclinations for a rupture 5 an^ 
them holding out the skirt of his robe, 
the custom, told the Carthaginian minist 
he brought them peace or war, on whi 
might decide according to their incl 
They desired him, with the most pcrfei 
i'erence, to determine for them ; to whicl 
plied, " Then let it be war;" and thus 
the assembly, returned to Rome. 
^ Q War being thus again declai 
203. twcen these great rival powers, I 
„ ^ than[inians trusted the command 1 
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pifc terms he swore, and he was faiUifut 
i engagement. On his iii-st appearance m 
Eid» he united in his own person the most 
rrly method of commanding, with the 
perfect obedience to his superiors. Thtii 
IS equally beloved by his generals and hj 
oops he was appointed to lead. He wai 
£sed of the greatest courage in opposing 
sr, and the greatest presence of mind in 
ting it- No fatigue was able to subdue hi* 
t nor any misfortune to break his spirit : 
fly patient of heat and cold, he only took 
ciance to content nature, and not 10 gratify 
ppetite. His seasoiis for repose or la!K>ur 
never r^ular or fixed ; he was a]wayii 
rwhen difficulties or his country demanded 
id. He was frequently found stretched on 
jrotmd among his sentinels, covered only 
M, watch coat- His dress differed in nothing 
the most ordinary men of his army, ex* 
that he aifected peculiar elegance in hit 
s and armour. He was the best horseman 
he swiftest runner of his time. He was 
the foremost to engage, and the last to re* 
; he was prudent in his designs, whicli 
extensive ; and ever fertile in expedients to 
ex his enemies, or to rescue himself from 
er. He was experienced, sagacious, pro- 
t, and bold. Such were the valuable qua- 
of this illustrious soldier, who is univer* 
allowed to be the greatest general of an- 
y. On the other hand, he was cruel and 
ess ; witliout honour, without religion ;, 
et possessed the art of simulation to such a 
«, that he assumed the appearance of them 
From such a soldier and politician, tlie 
laginians justly formed the greatest ex- 
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pcctations i and his taking Sagunrtm i 

after, coniirmed Uieir original opinion 

abilities. But he soon gave proots of a 

more eixensive genius than ihey .had evta 

him credit for. Having over-run all Spai 

lev' led a large army of various languagi 

nations, he resolved to carry the war Inic 

ai the Romans had before carried it into i 

millions of Carthage. For this purpose, ] 

Hanna with a sufficient force to guard h 

quests in Spain, he crossed the Pyrenean 

tains in Gaul, with an army of My th 

foot and nine thouiand horse. He qtiidi 

versed that country, though filled with ( 

that were his declared enemies- In v 

forests and rivers interposed difiicultiat 

way ; in vain the Rhone, with its rapid c 

and its banki covered with enemies. 

Dura, branched out into numberless ch 

opposed hiii march 5 he passed them allw 

daunted spiriti and in ten days arrived 

foot of the Alps, over which he determ 

explore a new passage into Italy* It wa 

midst of winter, when this astonishing 

was formed* The season added new hoi 

a scene, which nature had already crowd 

objects of dismay^ The prodigious hei^ 

tremendous steepness of the mountains, 

with snow ; tlie mde cottages that see 

haug upon the ^des of the precipices ; thi 

and even the wild beasts, stiff with cold 

raged with famine ; the people baiiMtfC 

fierce, dressed in skins, with lonff shagg 

presented a picture that would nave in 

ordinary spectators with astonishment i 

ror. But nothing was capable of sobdi 




of the Carthaginian general | after 
teoangued his army, he undertook to 
tia up the Btdeii of the mountainj ani- 
his soldiers by the asstirance that they 
w scahng^ not the walls of Italy, but of 

Carthaginianst however, in this march, 
inbcrless and unforeseen calamities to 
er i the intenseness of the cold, the heJght 
►recipicesj the smoothness of the ice, but 
11, til e opposition of the inhabitants, who 
them from above, and rolled down huge . 
pon tJieni in their niurch, all contributed 
irit the strmyj and to impede therr pro- 
At length, after nine days* painful and 
>ted ascent* Hannibal gained the top of 
antains, where he rejoiced his soldiers, 
fing-them the charming and fertile vales 
jr, 'wliich were stretched out beneath, 
e allowed a two-days' respite, and then 
d to descend ; — a work of more danger 
an tlie former. Prodigious quantities of 
aving lately fallen, as many were swal- 
ip in it, as liad before been destroyed by 
my. Every new advance seemed but to 
? the danger, till, at last, he came to the 
)f a precipice above three hundred yards 
iicular, which seemed utterly impassa- 
t was then that despair appeared in every* 
t Hannibal's ; for he still remained un- 
His first object was to endeavour, by 
tous course, to find a more commodious 
f. This only increasing his difficulty, he 
i to undertake levelling tlie rock. To 
Lte this, great numbers of large treei 
lied i and a huge pile raised against it» 

and 



'^'f*' „A of ftftee" .^ found l«nview »»« V 
at the end °l,^rthagtn\a» Wr hi* a"^'? *'Ht 

crossing the W^; set«tt-^*^\J' piw*** ilj 
afterv^ards sum ^ttcri-* 



f hottest pan of the engagementj and 
I fiither's Ufe, at the haz;im of bis owru 
being thus victorious in the first on- 
the most prudent precautions to iti- 
iis army j giving orders to Mago, his 
of cavalry, when he ravaged the coun- 
ays to spare the possessions of the GauU, 
is depredations were eicercised solely upon 
f Rome, Tliis partial distinction charmed 
uple people; they declared for him in 
ambers, and flocked to his standard with 

profiins, the other consul » resolving to 
the injury sustained by his colleague ; 
jf^eiving that the continual defecDoa of 
ilk increased the strength of the Funic 
determined to give battle the first oppor- 

Annibal was inspired with equal reso- 
to come to a decisive engagement ; and 
irmies soon met upon the banks of the 
^ebia. The Carthaginian general being 
nger to the Roman impetuosity, of whicn 
quently availed himself, had sent off a 
fa thousand horse, each with a foot sol- 
hind him, across the river, to ravage the 
's country, and provoke them to engage, 
omans quickly attacked this party, which 
)nally giving way without a conflict, took 
er, and were as eagerly pursued by the 

It was not, however, till his army had 
upon the opposite bank, that he perceived 
f half conquered already ; his men being 
d with wading up to their arm-pits, and 
•enumbed by the intense coldness of the 
But it was now too late to retire ; for 
ill came pouring down with bis forces, 

fresh 
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fresh and vip;orous9 so that the batde i 
came genenu. The courage of the Roi 
a while withstood every disadvantage* ; 
the victory in suspense; but they soo 
themselves attacked also in the rear by 
of horse, which the Carthaginian een< 
laid in ambush, to be ready for the c 
At length, a total rout ensued ; twenty-: 
sand of the Romans were either kUlec 
enemy, or drowned in attempting to re 
Trebia. A body of ten thousand me 
survived ; who, finding themselves end 
every side, broke desperately through i 
my*s ranks, and fought, retreating, t 
were received within the friendly wadls 
ccnda* 

The loss of these two battles only se 
increase the resolution of Annibal, and l 
lance of Rome. Preparations for the 
campaign were carried on with greatei 
than before ; and the Carthaginian gcnei 
ing himself in a condition to change th( 
the war, resolved to approach Rome, bj 
ing into Etruria. There were two way 
complishing this design: one, more 
but secure ; the other, which was shoi 
through the marshes, caused by the inu; 
of the river Amo. He chose the latt 
all the former fatigues of the Cardiagini 
were notJiing, compared to tlieir sufferir 
They were forced to march tliree days an 
successively, up to the knees In water, 
sleep and without rest ; the hcx^fs of th 
came off in their passage, w liile the b 
burthen that carried the' baggage, ui 
support the fatigue, were IcK dead in t; 

i 



|ly ruling upon an elephant, which w;t$ 
tf cmc left ulive, fdt all die complicated 

I of hh own skuHtion, ;ind rhat of his 

His !i€tikh hitd been iitipabed in ilie 

ifig spring, and having then an inflam- 

\m his eyes, by his presait fatigues he 

e sight oi one of them entirely* At last, 

erp lie arrived upon dry grouudj where he 

formed, that Flaminius, tlie consul, was 

ped neiir AricJa, waiting the arriviil of 

Eher consul witli rciiiturcements i'vom 

One of Annibal*s chief excellences in 

ras die ciii^ he took to mform himself of 

super and disposidon of die genernls who 

id him ; and finding that Ffamtnius wm 

nd overbearing, ehucd w^idi hk pnat sne- 

and presuming with regard to die futures 

lived to bring hnti to an engagement before 

lleagiie sliguld join. iSceniing therefore to 

□ notice of die amiy which hiy in the direct 

owards Rome, he made a diversion on one 

md marching onward, as if to besiege the 

1, ravaged tiie whole country in a terrible 

»r, with fire and sword. Flaminius, as 

cpected, could not tamely bear to see an 

ng enemy laying every thing waste bcfcjre 

)ut burned for the engagement. It was In 

hat he was advised by the senate, and his 

ential friends, to use caution, and not to 

* enemy's insults provoke him to an un- 

combat. He immediately ordered his 

to march, the officers foreboding their 

danger, while the soldiers were rejoicing 

courage of their general, and indulging 

dopes of success, rather than considering 

faaons which they had to inspire them. 

Y Annibal 



Annibal was with his aniiy, at Uie luni 
H^mtntu^ cstme out to cng;i|;c him, bf cl 
of Thni<ymeiic f nesir to wluch wm a d 
moufit^asT ami, between these and ibe 1 
narrow ptS3fl^ leading to a valler, rmbo 
in hilts. It was upon thr&e hills that 
pos«d hU best iroopsb -lad it Wiu into dib 
lliat Flammhi^ led his mea to atntck bij 
dtipcisition evcr^ way so tavotiniblc i 
Catthagmi^iu was also aaisistcd hf act 
for a miii rising from the Jake, preveni 
Romans itom iiceing their ciicmici f wh 
amny upon tht^ m<niiitaiuji| being above 
Eiiaice» suw the whole disoosittoncf tliei 
mmu. The tbminc ot* we da? wai i 
might be eipccted from the con duct of t 
generals \ the Runi-m army wAst brokt'^ 
slaughtered, almost before thoy could p^ 
the enemy that destrojed them. About 
fifteen thousand Rom;in!i f^U in tht^ val* 
U7, and six thousand more were obliged 
to yield themselves prisouera of war, j 
genend earn age, the brave but unfc^ntm 
luinius did all Uiat courage eould insfibll 
his armyt wherever the enemy was m 
cc£«lult ne flew with a chosen bodv cl 
tendantat to repulie them t at kst, desM 
victorv, and unwilling 10 survive a di 
thmg himself alone into the midst of tWi 
and wa% killed by a GauliJih hontau: 
pierced hin body with a lanee. Anjilba! 
the battle^ Itept the Roman prisoners, 
villy di-^mijised those of tl\e Latins ; and 
to give the consul an honourable tntt 
sought his body amongst tht slaiut but i 
not oe recognised in sucb a mwi of onm 

V 
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ihe nfWi c»f ihlii defeat at Rome, after 
constemMtion wa« somewhat com- 
dm leiiati!, upon mature deliberation, re- 
ta elect a commiindcf with nhjw>lutc aw- 
V In whom they nii|^ht repose ihclt bit 
And rntirt* ccmhdrncc- llieir choice fell 
h^abiui MaiimtiJt, u mun of approved coii* 
]|e, bm wiUi u hiippv miinure of caution, Ics.s 
geioated with the glar^e of fuccess, than ihc 
iLsetoiltfiafn of deKiTvtng it, l^'his vetrrun com- 
Irtdett thus invented with the liuprtme diffriitjs 
r forward wkh what forces he was aolc tn 
luci hut with no intenttons of %htmg an Mie- 
f whtch he knew to be more powfrfnl thnn 
miclf* Before he assumed the command* lio 
id witcly concerted hh niea%ures and to ihem 
- ftnctly adhered during all the enitung cam* 
jgni. He was sensible that the onljr wny to 
unblo the Carthadnians at such a distance 
5flt home, w^as ratntT by harassing them than 
r fighting. For this purpose, he always en- 
impcd upon the highest grounds, inaccessible 
I tne enemy *s cavalry. Whenever they dc 
imped, he likewise took a new position, watcht il 
leir motions, straitened their quarters, and cr.r 
1: their supplies. It was in vain that Annlbal 
led every stratagem to bring him to a battle ; 
)e cautious Roman, thence suniamed Cuucia- 
)r, still kept aloof, contented with seeing his 
nemy, in some measure, defeated by clclay. 
bnibal perceiving that his adversaries had al- 
tttd their plan of operations, tried his usiud 
rtt to render Fabius despicable in the eyes ol 
b own army. He sometimes, therefore, braved^ 
ta in his camp ; sometimes wasted the county 
xmd him ; talked of his abilities with co'' 
Y 2 temf 



2ii xoMir; 

tempt; and, in all his incursions, 

Sossessions of Fabius, while those 
Lomans were plundered without m 
These Punic arts were not whoU 
fill : the Romans began to suspect \ 
either of cowardice or treachery ; 
action that ensued soon after, eavc 
their suspicions: for AnnibaT, < 
march, for the convenience of fora^ 
called Cassinum, was, hj the m 
Kuide, conducted towards Cassilinu 
round himself in a close country, h 
every side. Anxious, however, to 
advantages he was able from his 
ordered nis cavalry to pillage tlie cc 
which the Roman army, still in 
from a neighbouring hill. Annib 
his depredations would excite them i 
revenge; but it was in vain they 
phlegmatic general to lead them dc 
enemy. Fabius still kept his post, 
all the entreaties of his men, and 
nostulations of Minucius, his n: 
horse. 

It was now found, however, thai 
Roman began to turn AnnibaPs ovn 
lilm : he had enclosed that ger 
mountains, where it was impossib! 
and yet from which it was almost i 
to extricate his army, without \nm\\ 
In this exigence, notliing but one < 
tagems of war, which great men c 
ble of forming, could save him : 1 
number of small faggots and liglit 
be tied to the homs of two thousanc 
he had in his camp, and directed 
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itiren towards the enemy. These tosdng their 
Vads, and itmning up the sides of th<? mf^tm^ 
Uin, seemed to nil the whole neighbciuring 
fisresl with fire ; while the sentinels w^ho were 
jilaced to guard the appro^iches of the mountain, 
reeing ^uch an uncammon appc^irance advancing 
towards their posts, fell back in con^temiitionj 
apposing the whole body of the enemy was in 
arms to overvt^helm tlienu By this stratagem, 
Aimibal found an opportunity of drawing offhis 
army, and escaped tiirough the defiles beneath 
the hills, with considerable damage however to 
hb rear ; and though Fabius had conducted him- 
self in this affair WTth the prudence and conduct 
. of the most consummate general, he could not 
prevent the mitrmnr* of his army, who began to 
charge him with ignorance in war, as they had 
formerly impeached his valour and fidelity. 

Nevertheless, Fabius, no way solicitous CO 
quiet the murmurs, either of his army or of tlie 
citizens, returned to Rome, in order to laise 
money to ransom some Roman prisoners win mi 
Anntbal offered to release ; but tn the in can 
lime, he gave instructions to Mimiciuii, hi^ ma- 
tter of the horse, to abstaiji from giving; tfie cue* 
IB7 battle, upf>n any occasion wliatso^-ver. Mi- 
uucius, however, who now bei^an tt^ entertain 
the same opinion of the dictator, wiiJi tlic rest of 
the soldiers, little reg.irdcd his instructions. 
^ venturing out against the Carthagiuiana' 
^ I toished with such s\jccess, that, by u* 
'T donsentt he was made equal in power to 
'3 ^^^^^ ^"tli generals being appointed 
2 "^and, each his own part of the arm^ 
I Itsssessed of equal power, Miunciiis - 
I *tandon the prudent plan laid down bj 

f '' i 
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Instead of keeping on the tops of the 
he now drew down his part of the ar 
plain, and offered the enemy battle, 
the disposition that Annibsd had k 
for, and* pretending to be very eamc 
possession of a hill which commande 
of the Romans^ he drew the eyes of 
quarter, while he fonned an ambusc 
otlier side, with orders to sally fo 
midst of the engagement. The I 
cordingly made a most vigorous atta< 
Carthaginians^ who had taken posse: 
hill, vmile new reinforcements wen 
either army. At last, Minucius dr 
legions, and the engagement becar 
It ^vas then that the superior con( 
Carthaginian commander was discc 
tha men who were placed in-amhu 
forth upon the rear, began to thro\ 
Roman army into conmsion, and n 
than a total defeat threatened to en.si 
mean time, Fabius, who was iust reti 
Rome, after soliciting an exchan^ c 
and after selling all his little patrimr 
a sum which he was denied by the 
pay their ransom, reached his army 
nucius was in this desperate situatio 
not long hesitate upon the course he 
sue ; but tailing upon the Canhagini: 
stopped the flight of the Romans, am 
the enemy's pursuit. Annibal nov 
that the cloud which hud so long hr. 
the mountains, at last broke upon 
sti>rni ; he was obliged, therefore, t< 
a retreat ; wliile Minucius was so ser 
'uipruJeut impetuosity, lhy,t be con 



^^^^ mOWEp 247 

^HUn^i whom he now called his father j ;inJ, 
lenrumcing hh new power» sixain subjected him^ 
Mlf wholly to the dictator- 
Soon after, however, Fabiu?t was obliged to 
laj down his ofRce, "tlic pertod of his appoint^ 
Mient being expired, and a violent contest en- 
sued at Rome, respecting tlie proper persons to 
ht elected to the consul slii p. The patriciims and 
plebeians, as usual^ takiuz opposite sides» at 
last the multitude prevailed, and Terentius 
Van-o was chosen by the majority of voices m 
the ;i^sembly of the people. This object of 
popular favour was sprung from the dregs of 
the people, with nothing but his confidence and 
riches to recommend him* He had long aspired 
to the highest ofllces of the state ; though he was 
ignorant, vain, boastful, and confident, fond of 
applause, and seeking it by all die arts of mean- 
ness and adulation. With Inm was joined yKmi- 
lius Paulus^ of a disposition entirely opposite j 
experienced in the field, cautious in action, and 
impressed with a thorough contempt for tlie 
abilities of liis colleague, rabius, who had just 
resigned his office, saw, witli h«s usual sagacity, 
the danger that threatened the state, from two 
such ill -matched commanders, and entreated 
^milius, by all lie held dear, to guard agalDst 
the devices of Annibal, and the rashness oi' I'u- 
rentius Varro. But it was now no time for in- 
dulging fearful apprehensions, the enemy being 
at hand, and the Romans prepared with ninety 
thousand men to oppose him, 

Annibal was at this tin^e encamped near the 
village of Cannie, with a periodical wind, in hj^, 
rear, which raising great clouds of dust froitt^ 
parched plains behind, he knewlmust gr 
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distress an approaching enemy. In this s 
he waited the approach of the Romans 
two consuls soon appeared to his wish» ^ 
their forces into two parts, and agreeing 
the daily i:ommand by turns. On the fin 
their arrival, it wa^ the lot of .£milius 
mand» but he was entirely averse from en 
and though Annibal practised every ar 
suiting his men in their camp, and his cc 
by reproaching his timidity, to bring h 
battle, yet he obstinately declined fightii 
scious of the enemy's superior dispositio 
next day, however, it being Varro's turn 
mand, he, without askine his colleagv 
currence, gave the ugnal tor battle : and 
the river Aufidus, which laid between 
arxnies, put his forces in array. The t 
suls commanded the two wings ; Varro 
right, and -fimilius on the left ; to wh 
was consigned the general conduct of 
gagement. On the other side, Annib 
had been from day-break employed in i 
ling his forces as they came up, and i 
them with courage by his voice and c 
made so artful a disposition, that both t 
and the sun were in his favour. His 
were ordered to oppose those of Rome ; 
heavy armed African infantr)' were p 
the wings. These, says the historian, mi^ 
been mistaken for a Roman army, being 
in the spoils of such as were killed at Tr 
Thrasynienc. Next these were the C 
fierce people, naked from the waist, 
large round shields, and swords of an ei 
si/.e, blunted at the point. Tlie spaniar 
placed in the centre, brandishing short 
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dajtg*^^f ^^ th-cssed in linen vests, embroidered 
with the brightest scarlet, Asdrubal cnmrnaTided 
the left wuig, tlie right wa* given to Maherbiil, 
ttid Amiibal fought on foot, m the centre of thti 
WLiny* The battle began widi the Itght-arnieJ 
infantry ; the horse engaged soon after-; and the 
Roman cavalry, being unable to stand agai)ist 
those of Numidia, the legions came up to sus- 
tain them. It was tlien that the conflict became 
geoenU j tlie Roman soldiers, for a long time, 
endeavoured, but in vain, to penetrate the centn* 
rhere the Gauls and Spaniards fought; which 
Annibal observing, ordered pan of those troops to 
give way, and co permit the Romans to embosom 
themselves within a chosen body of tlie Africans, 
vhom he had placed on either wing, so as to 
iurmund them* A terrible slaughter of the Ro- 
mans tmmedtately took place: they were fa- 
tigued with repeated attacks, while the enemy 
i^ere fresh and vigorous. All the hopes of 
Rome now lay in the cavalry of the allie^t \^*3lic]l 
yet continued unbroken, but even on that side 
thfi superior art of Aunibal discovered itself; 
for, having ordered five hinvdred of his Nn* 
midian horse, with daggers concealed und,?r 
their coats of mail, to go against the enemy, and 
to make a shew of surrendering themselves [m^ 
soners of war ; these obeying, and being placed 
V7 the allied cavalry, for greater security, in the 
rear, while they were employed m comb:uing 
the troops that opposed them in front, all of a. 
Hidden, these supposed priin oners fell upon ihc* 
Romnns widi their daggers from behind, anil 
pit dicm into irrecovcrabl? confusion. 

Thus the rmit of tlic R^himti army at last be- 
ttmegeneriU iu every direction j the boastin;;^ f^f 
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Varro were now no long^er heard 5 while JEm 
lius, who had been dangerously wounded by 
slinger in the beginning of the engagement, sd 
feeflj led on his body of horse, and did all th; 
could be done by prudent valour, to retrieve tl 
fortune df the day. However, being unable I 
stt on horseback^ he was forced to dismount, i 
did also his followers- But what could be c; 
pec ted from a measure dictated only by despaii 
Though they fought with great intrepidity fc 
some time, they were at last obliged to gn 
way ; and, those that were able, re-mouniinj 
their horses, sought for safety by flight. It wi 
in this deplorame posture of afiajrs» that oo 
Lentulus, a tribune of the army, as he was flyi»| 
on horseback from the enemy, which at sodh 
distance pursued him, met the consul JEmXy^ 
sitting, half dead, upon a stone, coveri?d m^ 
with blood and wounds, and expecting ercfl 
moment the approach of the pursuers. ** .^im 
** lius,*' cried the generous tribune, "you, atleait 
** are guiltless of this day's slaughter : take m\ 
** horse, while you have any strength remaiuit^| 
" 1 will engage to assist, and will with my U£ 
** defend you. We have already lost Uoo< 
"' enough in the field, do not make the <faj 
*• more dreadful by the loss of a comuiandeTi*'— 
*< I thank thee, Lentulus," cried the dying cOH 
sul, *^ for ever maintain thy virtue, and may fht 
" gods recompense thy piety ; but as for me, all i 
" nVLT ; my part is chosen ; do not, therefore* bj 
" attempting to persuade a desperate man,lfli* 
"the only means of providing for thine owB 
" safety- Go> 1 command thee, and tell the #- 
" nate, from me, to fortify Rome against the ftp- 
" proach of tlie con<jucrors. TeU Fabius awi 

<itliit 




Eiiliusr while living, ever remembered 
fcc ; and now, dfing, approves iu*' 

he wa5 yet speaJcing, the enemy ap- 

I and Lentulus, before he was out of 
r the consul expire, feebly fighting in 

of htmdreds- The slaughter tad now 
I for several hours, till at last, the con- 
juite weaned with destroying, Annihal 
ers for them to desbt, and led them 
beir encampments, a large body of Ro- 
m^ previously surrendered upon con- 

bemg dismissed without arms, ^ q 
Atle* the Romans lost fifty thou- ^OS- 
n, two qu^stors, twenty-one , 

eighty senators, and so many ^^^" 
hat ii is said, Annibal sent three 
f gold rings to Carthage, which those 
der wore by way of distinction on their 

eemed the decisive blow, that was to 
* the fate of Rome: it only now re- 
md was universally expected, that An- 
ild march his army to the gates of the 
make it an easy conquest. Such was 
5 of Maherbal, commander of the horse, 
;n Annibal rejected it, could not help 
;, that the Carthaginian general was 
»re skilful in gaining victories, than in 
g them. Indeed, Maherbal's advice 
easonable, from the general terror that 
in Rome at that time. Nothing was 
oughout the city but shrieks and la- 
is of women, who on every side de- 
Jieir lost husbands or their children. In 
a time, did the senate attempt to con- 
ther : they were disturbed by the cries 

of 



populacc. Terror appeared lu ^ 
nd despair was the language of every 
At length, when the iirst constema- 
is ahiitcd, the senate came to a general re- 
in, to create a dictator, in order to give 
;th to the government. Orders were also 
., to keep afl women from coming abroad 
increasing the general alarm ; and guards 
3 placed at the city gates, with strict in- 
:tions, that none should leave the city. It was 
V til at young Scipio, whom we have already 
II saving his father's life in battle, was re- 
ived to save his countrj' also. He was then 
It a tribune of the army, and being retired, the 
i^ht after the battle, to a little town in the 
icighbourhood of Rome, was informed that 
ionie young men of the first rank, were as- 
sembled at a certain house, preparing to abandon 
tlieir country, and resolving to seek for safety by 
flight. He was instandy filled with indignatior 
at their pusillanimity ; he tlierefoie resolved t 
pre\cnt that influence which their cxamp 
might have upon others; and turning to spj 
of his fellow-soldiers, who were with him, " 1 
'< those," cried he, " to whom Rome is dear, 
« l(Av me." So saying, he went directly tc 
liouie where they were assembled, and fc 
them in actual delibcr::tion. Upon this, 1; 
Lis haiv.! upon liis sv/ord, " I swear," excL 
lie •* ihiit J will never forsake Rome, an 
** nt'Vcr sufRr oilicrs to ab:Lndon it. Tlio? 
*» will rj)t t:ike the same oalli, are not onl 
" cour.try\ ciK-mies, but mine." The 7 
mamicr iii \.hi(Ji ht- ::p<Jv'e, to^eilier > 
kr.t;v.:i rf.iira"-i.', in s^niu measure i:i:i 
the C'-i.:pIralcTs ; iLty all lavk the Mi 
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lowed, rather than forsake Rome, to stay 
^j were buried beneath iu ruins. Tlience- 
ird the people seemed to gather new re- 
on I the senate conceived new hopes of 
ry, and the augurs gave them assurances 
their aiFairs would soon assume a favour- 
aspect. A short time after, Varro arrived 
Rome* having left behind him the ^Tctched 
ins of his army ; he had been the principal 
? of the late calajnity ; and it was natural to 
[>se that the senate would severely reprimand 
ashness of hts conduct. But the Romans 
r£sed a magnanimity which we in vain look 
\ other nations. They went out in multi-* 
I to meet him ; and the senate returned him 
k^ that he had not despaired of the safety 
ome- Such a conquest over all the vin^ 
re passions was much greater than the vie- 
at Cannse* The people being thus, by An- 
I's delay, inspired with fresh courage, made 
ossible preparations for another campaign. 
f armed their slaves, and filled up the se- 
> which wanted nearly half its nimiben Fa- 
, who was considered as the shield of Rome, 
Marcellus as the sword, were appointed to 
the armies ; and though Annibal once more 
ed them peace, they refused it> but upon 
lition that he should quit Italy. — Terms 
iar to those they had formerly insisted upon 
I Pyrrhus, their first foreign invader. 
i the mean time, Annibal, either finding the 
jssibility of marching directly to Rome, or 
ng to give his forces rest after luch an im- 
uit victory, led them to Capua, where he re- 
*d to winter. As this city had long been 
idered as the nurse of luxury, and the cor^ 
JME.— X. X ruptor 
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rujnor of military virtue, a new scene ol 
opened to his troops, and they at 01 
tliemselves up to intoxication, till, i 
ing hardy veterans, they l>ecame c 
rioters. For this their genenil has hee 
bliinied by antiquity, as losing that h 
casion, vhcn fortune seemed propitiouii 
changing empire for dissipation ; but 
conjiidered, what serious obstacles he h; 
surmount, and wliat an enemy he ha 
with. Rome was still powerful ; it coi 
into the field, at this period, two hundi 
sand Bghting men ; it might, therefo 
been rashness in Annibal, to lead his 
the siege of a city strongly defended by 
with a garrison more than four times 
his army. We have only, however, to 
credit, upon this occasion, for what J 
have done, by remembering the soon 
possibilities which he happily achieved, 
led and maintained a large army, con; 
various nations, more than a thousai 
from home; to have surmounted pi 
which, considering the season, and t 
where he entercd Italy, are, to this day, 
as almost impassible ; to have fought 
fully for such a length of time, in the 
an enemy's country ; to havo, by hi 
presence, united into obedience, and for 
one l>ody, an army, composed of Sj 
Africans, Gauls, and Ligurians, and k» 
steady to liim, tliougli (^I'ten wanting b 
have a brave and obstinate enemy to 
and taitliless employers at home, who i 
because they envied, his successes; when 
siller him as triumphing over all these i 
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Ibiength of his gcTitus alone, we view in 
e most august spectacle that* perhaps, 
ly has ever exhibited to the contempt- 
■ man, 

herto we have found this great tnan suc- 
i ( but now we are to reverse the picture, 
survey him struggling with accumulated 
Ttunesi and, at last, sin ting beneath them. 
&i^t repulse was fironn his own countrymen 
jme. Whilst, at Rome^ the thanks of the 
te were voted to a consul who fled, at Car- 
^, Hanno, one of their former generxilsj 
an to form a party against Annibal ; and, 
re an enemy to nis rival than to the Romans, 
fleeted nothing that might obstruct the sue* 
jses he had in prospect, or tarnish the splendcir 
those he had already^ obtained. Upon An- 
bal's sending for a new supply of men and mo- 
ey to the senate of Carthage* ** What would 
this man have asked," cried Hanno ** if he had 
lost a battle, when he makes such demands 
upon us after gaining a victory. No, no, he 
is either an impostor, that amuses us with false 
news ; or a public robber, that enriches him- 
self and not his country." This opposition de 
lyed the necessary succours, though it couh 
ot hinder their tardy compliance. Thus be 
ig frequently destitute of money and prov 
ions, with no recruits of strength in case of f 
>rtune, and no encouragement even when su 
essful, it is not to be wondered at, that his . 
lirs began at length to decline ; and that the 
f the Roman generals began to prosper, wh 
mployers observed a conduct diametrically 
osite. 
His first loss was at the siege of Nola, wJ 
2 2 I 
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Marcellus the praetor made a 
He some time after attempted 
of Capua, and attacked the 
trenches, but was repulsed ' 
loss. He then made a feint ol 
Rome ; but finding a superic 
receive him, he was obliged to 
years after, he fought with vari 
cellus, his opponent, sometir 
sometimes losing the advantat 
no decisive engagement. H 
tories could not restore the aff 
for, though these might lessen 
enemies' forces, he had exhaus 
recruiting his own. 

The Carthaginians, at last, < 
policy and injustice of their c( 
resolution of sending his bro 
his assistance, with a body of 
of Spain. Asdrubal's march b 
to tJic consuls, Livius and 
against him with great expeditl 
ing him in a place, into which 
treachery of his guides, they ci 
to pieces. Annibal had Ion 
succours with impatience ; and 
which he had been assured oj 
rival, Nero ordered Asdnibal 
off, and throy^-n into his brotl 
Carthaginian general now beg; 
disasters of his country ; and 
with a sigh, observing to those 
fortune seemed fatigued with 
vours, and was now disposed t 

N(»r was it in Italy alone, t 
Cartilage seemed to decline : t 
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for ™^ "^"^ 

HI almost 9^ d 

constil, gaiotti 

Philip I :md Maimfci taat tlir dif cf ^ric^se^ 

This crac a£K! opgleet dty * Aaij^fc recfaoBsd 

«egers. The Roaan^ th e wfau sk Jwm W- 

fbre it« with die expectaticMi oi a sfieedr sur- 
T«ider» ^nd tinmenie plimder. B^ the vmSoioi 
of one man alooe seemed to suspeod iu fare, jiiid 
Id threaten the asuiUnts wkh des&iKti^x^ Hiis 
Ins Archnnede% the eelebs^ted ntaxht^m^ciii!, 
many of whose worts mne still remixtning- He 
10 united the po^Jbers of mecfa^uusm, xKai he 
raised their ve^seU imo the air, and then lee 
them dash to pieces, by the violence of their full. 
He also made use of burning glasses, which, ;it 
the distance of some hundred yards, set the Ro- 
man ships and wooden towers on fire. Al Li^^t^ 
howe^'er, the town was taken, on a ^cai tes- 
tiTal, by surprise. The inliabitants wei e put to 
the sword j and among the rest, Aj-rliiinL*dcs, 
while meditating in hjs study, w.i^ slain h)^ ii 
Roman soldier* Marc ell us lamented tlii!> ir- 
i<e|)arable loss, dK>ugh of an enemy* A jHisi^ion 
-1 d li^r 

A 
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iti'rs, ar that time, bc^an to prevail am 
liiOuT ranks of ]H*f)|)le at Rome. Hcth 
C'liii-ri'il liis body to Ik* honourably bur 
.1 lomb l(» Ik* erected to his mcm*»ry, wl 
iivcrhis own works have long siir\'ived. 
riioii^Ii tlie ail'airs oi' the Romans in S] 
jHMred for a while doiibtful» by tJie los! 
.(» of the Scipios, yet they soon recov« 
ikIct the conduct oi Scipio Africaniis * 
lud for the ofllce of pniconsul to tliai k 
loiTi, at a time when every one else was i 
ini( to decline it. Scipio, who was now 
tweniy-fonr years old, had all the qnalificat 
ri'<|iiisite for forming a griMt general, ar 
{'[(hhI man : he united the greatest courage ' 
the greatest tenderness; superior to Annih: 
the ails of peace, and almost his ec|ual in ti 
of war. I lis father had been killei! in Sj^ 
M) that he seemed to have an hereditary c 
to be revenged on that country. So many 
<|nalities rendered him irresistible; and t) 
he obtained many gn»at victories, yet h 
fjuered more by his generosity, mildnc 
benevolent disposition, llian by the forcf 
arms. Among otlier instances of the g 
of SiipioN mind, the following is par 
recorded: Upon the taking of New C 
he treated Ills prisoners with the uimo 
and, iliirereni in-ni olhrr generals, 
milled evi'rv baibaiily to llir soldit 
picssrd his men Ikjhi doing any inju 
as sncd for nicny. Among I he pri 
a ycimg prliucss (»f ihc nn^si excpiis 
she had lu'i-n hclidlluvl t(^ Alh-iu in 
ol llial nunilry, who loved hri w i' 
aidenl jM^sion, and had fell the nj 
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^ captivity* It was thoiiglit» hj 
the geneixms Roman seemed. to 
^ designed asking her for himself 4 
#hen he desired diat lier parentis 
leuciusf might attend him. The 
approached, trembling with anzi- 
r to hear, that hi^ mistress was in- 
omote the happiiiess of her coo- 
his fears were dispelled, when 
y the princess to his arms* bade 
at was his by a prior claim, and 
his friendship and alliance in le- 
same time he refused the ransom 
ents had brought ; and when they 
accept it, he desired it might be 
portion. It was by such geneious 
as well as the fortune of £s arm% 
illy reduced the whole country to 
of the Romans. 

Jicily being thus added to the Ro- 
it soon found resources for con- 
nic war. However, Annibal still 
id in Italy, though he was unsup- 
ne, and but indiflPerently assisted 
?s he had made in Europe. He 
in the country for more than four- 
id, as Polybius says, had never 
here he was the commander. But 
3 late to retrieve his fortune ; the 
taught his o\v\\ arts ; his old army 
either witli excesses of fatigue or 
lis countrymen had neglected to 
lies ; so that he had nothing l eft 
formidable, but the fame of/*"^ 
es. / 

is posture of his affairs, thv 



would aucii.|.. 

^>ci|)i(> had already formca u •,.. 
was to carry the war into Africa, 
C'artliaginians tremble for their 
'i'his measure was opposed with 
Fahius, and thercu}M)n a consider 
arose* ; but at last it was determi 
natc, tliat Scipio slumld have %Sic] 
viiioc, and that leave should he 
pass over into Africa, if he saw 
for the interests of Rome. This 
as a concurrence with his intentio 
in^jly spent the fiist year in Sic 
necessaries for his intended expcdi 
over to Africa tlie beginning of 
a large fleet, where he was joii 
iilssa, the deposed king of Numid 
Ik- had made an alliance in Spain. 
Scipio was not long in Africa m 
to action; for in a short time, h 
liini, but he was defeated and si 
I In* iisur]H?r of Numidia, asscn 
.41 niy against him. The Roman 
time, declined lighting, till find 
tiiniiy, he set fire to die enemy N 
tacking them in the midst of 
killed forty thousand men, andtoi 
prisoners. Not long ai'ter, Syph 
make anotlier effort for the empii 
that his kingdom would return i 
scssnr, in case the Kcmians shonl 



^was again deteated, and taten 
issa being thus put in posiession 
^^tt's person, me better to regain his 

>;^^iarched with the utmost expedition 
^^m chief city, and shewing Syphax in 
procured the gates to be opened, every 
ring to atone for his former disloyalty, 
>mpt obedience. In this manner Massi- 
came possessed of the royal palace, and 
wealth of the late king ; but among the 
became master of a treasure that he es» 
above all, Sophonisba, the wife of Sy- 
)phonisba was the daughter of Asdrubal, 
be Carthaginian generals : a woman of 
nbition, and incomparable beauty, who, 
e beginning, had incited Syphax to de- 
ainst Rome, in favour of Caithage ; and 
lence of her charms was such, that he 
rery sacrifice to enjoy them. 

Massinissa's entering the palace, he was 

the queen, who, with sill the allure- 
)f weeping beauty, fell at his feet, and 
d him to spare her youth, and not de- 
• up to tlie Romans, who were prepared 
vengeance upon her, for all the injuries 
em by her father. While she yet hung 
is knees, and, in some measure mixed 

with her entreaties, Massinissa found 

touched with a passion that was some- 
lore than pity : he therefore quickly 

her request, and finding her not averse 
olicitations, the very day they met wa s 

their nuptials. The first account t^ ' '" 
had of tliis precipitate and scand^jF 

marrif 



lion, wiin an ckhju^. 

Scipio was instantly fired wil.. 
the conduct of the young king; he now ^^ 
that all his former lectures, exhorting to con- 
tinence and humanity, were but thrown aii'ay ; 
he therefore desired to speak ^nth Massinissa ia 
private, where he urged the cruelty, the impto* 
prit'ty, and the injubtice of taking the wife of 
anoth.er, and that on the day on which he had 
l(jbt his liberty and his kingdom : he entreated 
ilie young king to recollect his former viituoBS 
resolutions, and reject a passion that was attend- 
ed with infamy. Finding, however, these ^^ 
monstrances make no impression, he added, that 
Syphax was now the prisoner of Rome; that he 
must wait upon the senate ; and that his queen 
who was a prisoner also, must attend him then 
Massinissa now finding that the obstacles to \ 
fancied happiness were insurmountable, lefiS 
pio in a seeming acquiescence wth his adr 
*-"»^ feeling all that tumult of passions, wl 
* '"ve, and ungovemed inclina' 



Mnhigs were transacting at Cirtai 
ihhi were so terrified at their re- 
ly and the fame of Scipio's former 
At they determined to recal An- 
:* Italfy in order to oppose the 
home. Deputies were according- 
,*d,' trith a positive command, tf> re- 
iMOse the Roman gcnenil, whn at 
Uireatened Carthage with a siegt?. 
ould exceed the chagrin nnd di^ap- 
of Annibal, upnn receiving this 
had long foreseen the nun of hi* 
but at the same time knew, that Italy 
only place in which its fate could be 
d. However, he obeyed the orders of 
oated country, with the same suhmtjixion 
meanest soldier would have done, and 
re of Italy, with tears in hts eyes, sftcr 
kept possession of the most beaultfiil 
it for above fifteen years* 
a melancholy passage from Ualy, where 
lost his two brothers, with most of his 
, and left the allies of his country to thf-"'"^'** 
the conquerors, he arrived at Leptis» * 
from whence he marched to Adn 
d at last approached Zama, a city 
lys' journey of Carthage. Scipio, hi 
ne, led out his army to meet him, J9I 
inissa, with six thousand horse } 
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lis rival in the field how little he iw 

'proach, dismissed the spies, who were se 

plore his camoy having previously shei 

. the whole, wiui directions to inform A 

1 of what they had seen. The Carthaginii 

jnil soon discovered the superior force of tl 

my, composed of the flower of the Roman 

lie his own army was now hut a mixture 

rious nations, drawn together hy necessit 

.th little experience, and less discipline. 11 

oops that had almost subdued Italy were woi 

lit, or but nominally existing in his army. Coi 

clous of this, his first endeavours were to fiiw 

£he war, by negociation ; and for this purpose, 1 

desired a meeting with Scipio, to confer upc 

terms of peace, to which the Roman general a 

sented. 

It was in a large plain between the two annir 
that the two greatest generals in the world car 
to an interview : each, for a while, silently 
garded his opponent, as if struck with mur 
reverence and esteem. Scipio was, in fi^ 
adorned with all the advantages of manly be? 
Annibal bore the marks in his visage of 
campaigns; and the loss of one eye gave a 
ness to nis aspect. Annibal spoke first, t 
effect : " Were I not convinced of the eq^ 
•« tlie Romans, I would not this day hav 
" to demand peace from the son, over 
" father I have formerly been victorious. 
** to Heaven, that the same moderation 
** I hope inspires us at this day, had f 
** among us at the beginning of the w 
" you had boon content with the Hmit? 
•• Italian dominions, and that we h 



HPIj^ to OUT cinpire ; W6 hstA. 
Kipued that Mood, winch 
ft'Tictory can repay. As for 
s tangbt me the inanity of 
be tnstahtlitjr of fortune : but 
md perhaps not yet instructed 
>f adversity; you are now 
er the battles of Cannae and 
ni perhaps will aim at splendid, 
uefulf virtues. But consider, 
e end at which all victories 
nd that peace I am sent here 

offer. Do not therefore ex- 
'.ard of an hour, that fame 
obtained by an age of con- 
!nt, Scipio, fortune is in your 
nt of time may give it to your 
me not call myself such : it 
now addresses you, Annibal 
ur virtues, and desires your 
ce will be useful to us both. 
ill be proud of the alliance of 

1 have It in your power to 
enemy into a stedfast friend." 
replied, " That as the wars 
iined of were begun by the 
ley ought not to complain of 
: that as to himself he could 
bis own perseverance on the 
hat some outrages had been 
5 the late truce, which re- 
1 ; and which, if consented 
y to conclude a treaty." 

J dissatisfied ; they returned / 
repare for deciding the con- / 
>rd. Never was a more me- / 
A A morable.J 



nd'='l' ," At^nibal made "f j"*^^^ fottM^a- 



that Oicy «'. "ves, anJ ?"*• „ oiv the »^ 
triends. thea ^ elephants. «> ^ 

'^'' 'iT^and caused ^^^^^^^ie cavaVr 

^"r^: Th. R«r"l S CarthaKm.an 
powerful m *e^«-i^oSever. theyj^ J 
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brou^iit on a c^Deml flidbt. The 

^^ t}io«e who fled, dow bc^an to attack tfaetr 
brces ; so dua the body df the infuitrf sos- 
I a double cncoimia', of iho^ who caufed 
Bigbtt and those who endeaivooied to pre- 
k. At length ih« generals finding it tm- 
»1e to reduce diem lo ordex# Steded that 
Jiould fall behmd, whSAe ht brou^;lit op lu9 
forces to oppose tL>e pursuers. ScifiOf upon 
inmedbtely «oundcd a reux-Rt, m oribr to 
up his men a tiecoad time m eood order* 
now the combat began :d>ciih, betnraen the 
r of both armies. The Cafdiagiiiiaiis» 
letf having been deprived o( the saeooar 
&ir elepliants aod their hotmf and their ene- 
being stronger of hodft were obliged to 
ground* In the mean ttme^ Mafiinifsa« 
had }>een in pursuit of their cavalry, re- 
ig and attacking them in the rear, com- 
i their defeat- A total rout ensued ; twenty 
and men were killed in the battle or the 
it, and as many more were taken prisoners, 
bal, who had done all that a great general 
m undaunted soldier could perform, fled 
a small body of horse to Adrumetum ; 
? he paused on tlie instability of fortune, 
he ruin of liis country. 
peace was the fruit of this victory. The 
laginians, by Annibal's advice, submitted 
e conditions which the Romans dictated, 
s rivals, but as sovereigns. By this treaty, , 
were obliged to quit Spain, and all j^ q^ I 
slands of the Mediterranean sea« ul*"'''^ 

were bound to pay ten thousand f 
s in fifty years ; to give hostages M 
le delivery of their snips and their j 
A A 2 ele» 



fl^CxiAP* IX» 

nf the second Pvnic War to the De- 
itruction of Carthage. 

the conclusion of the second Punic 

he Roman citizens had received 

only from their abilities, their fa- 

r .offices, or their virtues : but upon 

St of such various countries, so much 

id so many slaves were introduced, 

lanners of the people began to alter. 

ive them a taste for pleasures unknown 

ind the slaves they had taken were put 

offices of labour and husbandry, tnat 

lerly contiibuted to harden the warrior, 

rk the character of Roman simplicity. 

>ve for their country, and their zeal for 

ic good, seemed to be exhausted in the 

nflict with Annibal : many had given 

whole fortunes to the republic ; and not 

that recompence in peace which they 

I, they began to seek for gratification by 

eans, and to forget the tie which bound 

the state, in tlie resentment they felt 

particular individuals who composed it. 

senate, however, prosecuted new wars, 

ith a view to keep these turbulent spirits 

ing harm to the empire, than to advance 

ests. They continued to carry on the Ma- 

1 war against Philip ; who had offended, 

^•^ alliance with the Carthagi 

" Tttand 
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nians, during the conquests of AnnibaL To 

tins hostility the Ronians likewise were not a 
little incited by the pmyers of the Atlientans 5 
W'hoj from coutroHing the poi^'er of Persia, 
wore now unable to defend themselves. The 
Rhodiansj with Attain Sj king of Pergamtis, 
also joined the confederacy agamst Philip ; who 
was more than once defeated by Galba, the con- 
sul. He attempted to besiege Athens, but the 
K Oman a obliged him to mise the siege ; he then 
made an effort to take possession of the straits 
of Thermopylae, but was driven from ibein, hj j 
Quintus Flaminius, with great slaughter, ik 
next attempted to take refuge in Thessaljft] 
where lie was again defeated, withconsidet^wl 
loss, and obliged to beg^ a peace, whidt 
granted on condition ot paying a thoui.4; 
lents, one half in ready money ^ and tJit 
half in the space of ten years. 

T!ie peace with Philip gave the Xohdm 
opportunity of shewing tlieir gencrasinr|j ' 
storing liberty to Greece, whose inslitr*'"^ 
had long admired and followed : 1 • * 
a principle of gratitude, endeav 
pense tJieir masters.. The Greeks 
hand, made them all the return 
their power ; namely, gratitude 
and dnis ended what was called th* 
dorjjan war. 

During this conflict, the G;iuK - 
j u ine d Ann ibal , received some si e ; 
The Spaniards also, who bad 
quelled by Cato the censor; anil 
^vere ^.ubdued- Nabis, the depr 
cedaLmon, opposed the Romans, 
'i submit, Sciu-cely, ijideedj Ji 
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hw «mbitioin ; An<i Alter www ewi^ 

irs «AeT ihe conclusion o4>l» Mm:^^- 
The prctt'xt ot' the RowMn« w^ 
m««k encrcvichmet\ts upon ihe Ow* 
who weif their allies i and that he 
cf\»ge to Annih^U their mvel?»tte 
had l>eeu ex)>elleil (mm Cartha^ 
husi sunum^d the Greats wa« OIM 
r*i succe8JN)nu He war boldi Am« 

rmanul nUiliiie* i»viLroiaii<^J t^nJ ill-* 
iEtr^Unnii wlijt bml Itmilly imntfUml 
, li ' iy in C»reec(V bv «uJ*tij^ 




this bos^^^ die ptaye«° 

vert now w ^^j^us, » 
j^ jomed «« «"^ defeated 



Quintos ^"^ to take 

loss, «»*„*Stion ofi 
tents, o^^°^-e of ten y< 
"^'^oTS^ngt 



'>P^'™S£^to Greece, 
hadlong«y^dtade. 
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xhertif without expe- 
Antiochus, king of 
larcht whose strenjg;th and fame 
ambition ; and after some em- 
desy war was declared against 
ter the conclusion of the Mace- 
e pretext of the Romans was, 
{ encroachments upon the Grc- 
i^ere their allies ; and that he 
J to Annibal, their inveterate 

been expelled from Carthage, 
sumamed the Great, was one 
iccessors. He was bold, am^^^ 
er of very extensive dominions, 
d abilities invigorated and in- 
iians, who had fondly ima^ned 
r sway in Greece, by siding 
s, found, too late, tnat thejr 

themselves to share the geiie- 
n which the other states of 

held, under the specious deno- 
jom. In order, therefore, to 

by committing another, they 
e among them, in the same 
d formerly invited the Romans, 
ame to their assistance, with 
aved as if he intended to be a 
than a partner in the war; in- 
t Ephesus in ease and pleasure. 
' the enemy's approach, he en- 
it for a peace ; this not suc- 
d his dependence on his mari- 
ven there his expectations were 
h the great Annibal was his 

midst of the consternation, 

jse misfortunes, he abandoned 

Lysimacbia, 



^ years alter me coticiusian ot tlie Mace^ 
hiip The prctert of the Romaic waj, 
bad inade encnoschments npcm the Gre- 
besi who were thetr allies ; and that he 
ftn fefuge to Annibal, their mveteraie 
I who hid been expelled from Carthage. 
jntiochiUt sumamed the Great* was oise 
ander's successors. He was bold, am- 

and master of ?eiy esteoiive domJaioiUT 
liis persDTial abilities inTiffcirated and in- 
The ^colians, who had fondly imagined 
lould bear sway in Greece, by stdmg 
le Romans^ founds too lace, that ihey 
[y brought tliem&eJves to share the genc- 
ijection, in which the other states of 
wet« now held, under the specious deno- 
Q of freedom. In order^ therefore^ to 
one error by committing another, they 
this prince among them^ In the same 
as they had forniertyintited the Romans. 
Oirdingly came to Uieir assistance, with 
ff but behaved as if he intended to be a 
if, rather than a partner in the war^ in- 

himself at Ephe^us in ease and pleasure. 
pprised of the enemy's approacfi, he en- 
ned to treat for a peace; this not sue- 
, he placed his dependence on his fnaii* 
■ces^ but even there his expectations were 
ed, though the great Annibal was hi^ 
. In the midst of the constematM 
Led by these misfoTtuoeSy he abandw 
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tj cut off, he determined to die. E 
efore, one of his followers to bring I 
, ^vhich he had ready for this exigen 
jle he was preparing to take it, ** JLe 
£he Romans," said he, «' of their terrc 
they are unwilling to wait for the deal 
old man like me : there was a time wh 
was more generosity among them ; tl 

* a time when they were knoixTi to gua 

* enemy from poison ; and now they has 
<* an embassy to seek the life of a banish< 
<* and to make a feeble monarch break \ 
" of hospitality." With these words, h 
the poison, and died, as he had lived, ' 
trepid bravery. 

During these transactions the spirit of 
sion seemed to rekindle in Rome, and i 
with new force. In the third year after 
elusion of the war with Antiochus, the 
of the people undertook to accuse Sci 
canus of defrauding the treasury of th 
which W2LS taken in war, and of too i 
correspondence with that king. Accc 
day was appointed him to answer fr 
duct. Scipio obeyed the summons 
stead of attempting a defence, rej 
countrymen, that on that very d 
gained the victory of Zama. Thi 
strongly struck the assembly of the 
they all left the tribunes in the For 
to attend Scipio at the capitol, to 
annual thanks to the Gods for sue! 
tory. The tribunes finding them< 
this attempt, resolved to accuse 
nate ; and debired that he would 
counts. Scipio, instead el gr.t* 




fioB Touchers before their &ce%t 
to Ljjiiuiiiuiiiy a toiwii 
'Campania, ivhere he spent the 
vCfes t^idi was only three jears^ in 
privacy; testifying his din>]eafiire 
I conntrymen, by the epitaph which 
to be engraved on his tomb : ^ Un- 
coontrymen! you shall not pociets 

ious spirit once more breaking out in 
itinued for several years, during aB 
|uent wars and victories over the 
Istrians, Sardinians, Corsicans» and 
ns; for the Romans soon after entered 
id Macedonian war. This was with 
e son of Philip, who had been c<»ii- 
*g peace of the Romans. Perseas, ni 
?cure the crown, had taken off his 
metrius ; and upon the death of his 
lased with the hopes of imaginary^ 
:ommenced hostilities against Rome. 
course of this war, which continued 
years, many opportunities were of- 
by the rashness of the Romans, of 
their army ; but being either igno- 
jligent, he spent the time in empty 
or a peace. At length, ^milius 
. decisive overthrow near the river 



msummate general, Annibal when in 
elegant though oblique compliment 
on as to the names of the greatest 
1 which they ought to stand : <* The fini 
'< is Alexander, the second Pynhui, 
. " ** And if you had conquered me," 
bat ranic would you have placed y< 
answered the Carthaginian. 




^^^^-^ Se%ot*^*^d to s-l^le ^ ^°t ** 
Sceai!- „1 sl»»« <* w»to«iS, to «». 



seat "^ . ^f Tcs^sw' ^eit ^ 

foes-, '^J/^cbes i«. ^ thei"' . A dveit^^ 




W9 

dot the ut^ 
woo. noc Scip iD 
IT adopt0fl mm ol Afrkanosy who 
I to coimpaml it^ used as mnch 
in foces after ^ defeat, as to in- 
h hopes of uldmaee Tictofy. Bat 
old have failed, had he not found 
see Phameas the master of the 
horse, who came orer to his sidcw 
e he went on snccesAHy ; and* at 
bahitants were drtren into the » 
en cut oflF all supplies of provinom 
ntry; and next Uocked up the 
e besieged, with incredible mdns- 
a new passage into die seat by 
Duld receive necessaries from the 
Scipio perceiving this, set upon 
beginning of^the ensuing wimert 
thousand of their men, and took 
prisoners of war. The unhappy 
lough now bereft of all external 

resolved upon every extremity, 
iubmit : but they soon saw the 
icarer approaches ; the wall which 
en was quickly demolished ; soon 
um was taken, which oflFered the 

deplorable spectacle of houses 
eir fall, heaps of men lying dead, 
ed struggling to emerge from th« 
id tliem, and deploring their own 
ntry's ruin. The citadel next sur- 
iscretion; and all now, except tlie 

carried, which was defended by 
1 the Roman army, and those who 
st active in undertaking the war^ 
^er, expecting no mercy, 

B B 



, and those who 
aking the vr^r^/^ 
lercy, and fincv 

1 



273 ROME. 

while the suppliants had any thing left to si 
They therefore leceiTed orders to leave 
city, which was to be levelled with the gr 
at the same time being allowed to build ai 
in any part of their territories, not less th: 
miles from the sea. This severe and de 
injunction they received with all the concei 
distress of a despairing people ; they im] 
for a respite from sucn a hard sentence : 
used tears and lamentations: but findin 
consuls inexorable, they departed with a g1 
resolution, prepared to suffer the utmo: 
tremities, and to fight to the last for 
seat of empire, and the habitations of 
ancestry. 

A general spirit of resistance seemed 
spire the whole people against their imp 
foes ; and they, now too late, began to s 
danger of riches in a state, when it h; 
longer power to defend them. Those v 
therefore, of gold and silver, which their 1 
had taken such pride in, were convertec 
arms, as they had formerly given up theii 
which, in their present circumstances, w 
most precious metaL The women also i 
vnxh their ornaments, and even cut off 
hair, to be converted into strings for the 
men. Asdrubal, who had been lately 
demned for opposing the Romans, was 
taken from prison to head their army; ani 
preparations wenj made, that, when the o 
came before the city, which they expecl 
find an easy conquest, they met with su« 
pulses, as quite dispirited their forces, and 
tlieir resolution. Several engagements 

ught before die walls, generally to the 
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of the assailants f so that the siege 
avt* been discontmuecI» had not Scipio 
:ius, the adopted son of Africaimsp who 
jtppointed to command itj used as much 
to save his forces after a defeat, as to in- 

them witJi hopes of ultimate victory. But 
^ arts would have failed, had he not found 
IS to seduce Phfimeas, tlie master of the 
haKi>^3Ji horse, who came over to Lis side. 
n thitt time he went on successful!y ; and, at 
th, the inhabitants were driven into the cl- 
ip. He then cut off all supplies of provbions 
i the country ; and next Wocked up the 
n ; but the besieged, with incredible indus- 

cut out a new passage Into the seaj by 
A they could receive necessaries from Uxe 
f without. Scipio perceiving this, set upon 
a in the beginnine of, the ensuing winterj 
d st-venfv ihfiiisand of their mt'^u, ;)i>d tncfk 
thousand prisoners of war. The unhappy 
[ismen, though now bereft of all external 
:our, still resolved upon every extremity, 
er than submit : but they soon saw the 
ny make nearer approaches ; the wall which 
to the haven was quickly demolished ; soon 
r the Forum was taken, which offered the 
querors a deplorable spectacle of houses 
ding to their fall, heaps of men lying dead, 
he wounded struggling to emerge from tliu 
lage around them, and deploring their own 

their country's ruin. The citadel next sur- 
lered at discretion ; and all now, except the 
pie, was carried, which was defended by 
Jrters from the Roman army, and those who 

been most active in undertaking the war, 

Jse, however, expecting no mercy, and find- 
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,vere taken ^-^J^'^^^ae^ttotJ^^^^er. 5 

to die by ^,!,opheofo««=«f'„L\fincc, an-^ 

-- t'S""-^^' f^\"ad'rw£ ^-^,. 
cities *^ TL-itiion : ^^ "^1 Had It been eq 
tetvt of dowt. _^^^^ ^„d had . ^ ^ 

^b^'" ? ^•: St bave gamed th^ ^^ VJ;^, 
the conqueror, ai^« 
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^ntst over Carthage was soon followed 
>ver other states. Conntht one of die 
§e% of Greece, in die same year sus- 
like fate, bdng subdued hj Mammiiu, 
J, and compile! y razed. The pretext 
iolence was, diait the Achaians had 
rar against the Lacedemonians, who 
tiance With Roine<. Metellus, thecon- 
oseKjuence c*r this, drawing his army 
ta, overthrew their general Critolans ; 
mius succeeding him in the command, 

Dicas the Achaean general, and de- 
Corinth, the spoils of which afterwards 
tie contributed to embellish Rome, 
ewise, though at first victorious, was 

entirely subdued. Viriatus, the Spa- 
nander, who from a shepherd became 
and afterwards a general over a num&> 
f of men like himself, long harassed 
ins ; but was at length taken off, by the 
ichery. The Romans, indeed, suffered 
erthrows from this brave people ; but 
ipio, who had destroyed Carthage, and 
: the former of that name, was also 
African us, being made consul, re 
? fortune of his country, and laying 
lumantia, the strongest city in Spain, 
hed inhabitants, to avoid falling . p 
hands of the enemy, fired the 132. 
id them, and all, to a man, ex- 
he flames. Thus Spain became a pro- 
)nging to Rome, and was governed in 

two annual praetors. By this severe 

of the vanquished, the Romans dis- 

lemsclves, and shew how much they 

BB 3 bad 
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Destruction of Carthage to the perpetiuU 
Dictatorship ofSylla* 

haughty and unjust disposition, which 

became so conspicuous, in regard to 

-eladons, was accompanied hy a cor- 

ig train of private and titimcstic evils* 

5 period every noxious principle wliich 

livide, enslave, and at last to destroy ^ 

rowth. The Roman power and glory 

IT to have reached their acm6 : their 

afterwards might be more numerous, 

dominions more extensive, bat their 

was rather an increase of territory than 

h. Tlicy now began daily to degene- 

I their ancient modesty, temperance, 

licity of life. The triumphs and the 

A.sia brought in a taste for splendid 

ind this produced avarice and inverted 

so that from henceforward the pen of 

pears as if depicting a different nation. 

Gracchi* were the first who saw this 
orruption among the great, and re- 
solved 

impronlan family was» though plebeian, one of 
strious in the commonwealth. Tib. Semproniui 

1 been twice raised to the consulate, was a great 
had hcen honoured with two triumphs ; but he 

e renowned for his domestic virtues and probity, 
>irlh or valour. He married the daughter of thefirsc 

AfricAnui, 



R05fE» 

(red to repress it, by renewing the lAtl^ 

V, This law, which had been openly violai 

' the nobility for upwards of 250 years^ J 

tde any citizen to possess more than 5iXiac 

f land, and decreed, that the overplus shoj 

jecome ihe property of the state. Tibei 

Gracchus > the elder bi other j was a person v| 

distinguished, both for the advantages of' 

person, and the qualities of his mind- Vi 

dilferent frfim Scipio, of whom he was ' 

grandson, he seemed mt^re anibitious of poi 

than desirous of glory ; and more eager to i 

brace novelties thaii to support eiisUng esubll 

mcnts. He was liberal rather from nature t{ 

from principle; and his compassion for thei 

pressed was equal to his animosity against' 

oppressors : but unhappily hh passions, rail 

ABricanof^ thit famous Cornclji vKoid'ff th« Jilttcirn afht 
»ii6 the prodigy of her Age ^ ^mrl had by her «even1 n^^hjH 
whom three only amved tomaturicy of Age, Tlbeiiiu Gn 
Ciiui Gracchus, and addughcer,, niinicd SempionLi, v 
manied to the second Afrjcanut. Tiberius, the eldc 
deeined the mosr ac^^ompl ished youih in Rorae* wttk if 
thequdEioe^ both nl body and mind. H^s extrAoirdlfltt 
were htij^htened by a nobte air, an engaging countenat 
all iboae winning graces of nature which lecomjneF 
He maie hi^ firet cjiiiip>aigi» tinder hi^ brothei^-in^law 
tlnguUhed himieir, on aW oecujonSi by hu cmiivii^ 
prudence of his conduct. ^V hen he Tetitrncd Co R« 
plied hjjn^elf to the study of eloqyence ; and^ it t' 
oUt wat Etccounted the bctt orator of hit iAge. He 
daughter of Appius Claudius, who had been fbm 
and censor, and was then prince of the senate. I 
for some time In the sentiments both of his own u 
wnWy, and supported the interest of the patriciar 
out openly attacking the popular fiction. It i 
first conceived an unconquerable hatred against ( 
' consequence of their annulling a treaty with tb 
^wliich he had been a party ia forming. 



PKNasnn, npcratrd (*vtm irj hi* punulu oi 
It »ml iht**e fiTtjuemly tlrovt? Him beyond 
be of dutv. IIim]t*i*igjiii in i^euenil applet 
fe be<*n luMifst j but oiiponitiou piJE hiti itt* 
^i into UUorUrr ; find ihough liu bt^gan 
Jprinci}>leK of junicc» be w:u iit bid DbligtuI 
eliiin^t* Im rvcxkndv inr bii i>Hnv* 8ticb 
the diJipOMtion of tlie fldcr Graccniis, wIjd 
1 the lowiT t'himici of the cnmmiinif)r fi^tidy 
icond ^dt hif prupnicthi Couiituud 1 hit try 
at'glecli ufWi siicri Iking u)l to tbe ptihlif, 
tlitiiiRtCii the hearts o( the multitudt»t hut 
Concc;ilt?d their haired, or, \wthti\iH, thoujfht 
if duty tti aniTiH i wbiU' ilie ea^nate, im|u4t, 
ipt| iind mtircL'iiiiry, weiv inily iiittmt nil 
iliing their intenml li^wncHs under tlie ihjr- 
of tnt'tr concjiieitH ubrn$td^ S\uh wmsi tliu 
0f |>artit% when Tilinluii Grace hint pr*> 
1 himtcli tu be choH'ii tribune if the peaple, 
tl he who luid ffvrnierly attenipUni tn jr?- 
h the pnvviM' oi S* i|ii(> Aft it injus i ii w.i^ ho 
prevailed for putting in force the Liciniun 
But anxious to prevent this law from being 
ed to the advantage of the graat, as it haa 
rto been, he caused it to be enacted also, 
one half of the illicit surplus should be 
to the children of the transgressor | and 
ther half distributed to such ot the poor as 



confusion. But Gracchus, who was a man 
the greatest eloquence of his time, easily wi 
off these aspersions ; and, in spite of intercs 
opposition, carried his object through popi 
favour. 

The death of Attains, king of Pergamus, i 

nished this champion of democracy with a r 

opportunity of gratifying the meaner pari 

the people, at the expence of the great. 1 

king had by his last will left the Romans 

heirs ; and it was noAv proposed, that the mo 

so devised should be divided among the poor 

well as the lands, which became theirs by 

late law of partition. This project revived 

dormant flame : the senate assembled in orde 

concert the most proper method of securing tl 

riches to themselves ; and, as they had numer 

dependents, who were wiUing to sacrifice lih 

for plv ■ V and ease, the^-e were commanded ti 

in reuliness, to intimidate the body of the ] 

pie, who wvre attending to the harangues ot 

bcrius Gracchus in the capitol. Here, as a 

mour was raised by the clients of the groa 

owe side, and by the favourers of democracy 

the other, Tiberius found his speech enti 

internipted, and begged, in vain, to be atter 

to ; till at last, raising his hand to his heac 

intimate that his life was in danger, the parti 

of the senate perverting his meaning, insinu 

that he wanted a diadem. In consoquenc 

lliis, an uproar spread itself through all r; 

o\' people : the corrupt part of the se 

called on the consul to defend the comi 

wealth by force of arms ; but this prudent 

gistrate declining such violence, Scipio Na 

kinsman to Gracchus, immediately n\se up, 

preparing himself i'or the contest, desired 
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id the djgnitf and tlicitu* 
lawji, nhfMitil fill low Jiim* Upnn 
„. ndcd hy w liirgu Uody of stniitrini and 
If amitid with di»hi, lie pmcceded directly 
I ctipitolf in Hpiif of :tll reiisuncc. Ti* 
^ p<*rcc*vfng hy the in mult that he wuh 
l^larly ainu'd £11 f i^ndt'^ivoured ti) fly i iind 
fag atide his rubts to tjrpydtte hh L*ftcap(^* 
pt*d to ijiit through the tlirt>ug i but hap- 
g tr> fiill oVLT a person already on tht? 
Ulp 8»tuf nhii, one of hk coUeapucjf \n ilm 
Itmhfp, who waii of the oppojiite fuciion^ 
t hitu dead with a piece* of a bench i and 
frii th;in three hundred of hi^ imrtUimx 
i thi7 Hume fuici Wme killed in ihe tumult* 
lid the vongentice oi tiK* iieuate rent here, 
Xtindcd to nuitiben of thoio who were su- 
ik of eipcniihtg hi» cause ; nmny of them 
put to JfiUlit in;iny vviu' hanirilud, uiuf 
ng wuH omitted to inspire the people with 
(horrence of h\n crimes, which, however, 
cither pretended or at best problematical. 
lene dissensions, though for some time in- 
pted by a victory gamed by Aristonicus, 
ul brother to the late king of Pergamus, 
preteiuler l<» ihe crown, over the Roman 
d, Licinius Crassus, were soon renewed. 
\ristonieus being overthrown by Perpenna, 
lonsul, and being afterwards behieged in^ 
oniee, and compelled by famine to 
?r, lie was, alter gracing the congui( 
iph, strangled in prison by order ot tT 
'I'he respite that was given by th^ 
:, affordeil an opportunity to the pi 
ving their former animositieu, hefl 
K Gracclnis, the brother of hUn 
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paid the forfeit of his life to the love o< 

pularity. 

Cains Gracchus was but twenty-one upon 
death of his brother Tiberius, and, as he was 
young to be much dreaded by the great, « 
was at first unwilling to risque their resentnn 
he therefore lived in retirement, unseen, and 
most forgotten. But, while he thus seemed 
sirous of avoiding popularity, he was, in real 
employing his solitude in the study of eloquei 
which was the readiest means to obtain it. 
length, when he thought himself qualified 
serve his country, he offered himself candi< 
for the questorship to the army in Sardi 
which he easily obtained. His valour, afiabil 
and temperance in this office, were remarked 
all ranks of men. The king of Numidia send 
a present of com to the Romans, ordered 
amb^tissadors to declare that it was entirely 
tribute to the virtues of Caius Gracchus. ' 
message the senate treated with scorn, an 
dered the ambassadors to be dismissed vnxl 
tempt; which so inflamed the resentme 
young Gracchus, that he immediately Id 
army, to complain of the indignity throwr 
his reputation, and to offer himself for t 
buneship of the people. It was then tl 
great found in this youth, who had been h 
disregarded upon account of his age, a m' 
midable enemy than ever his brother ha 
His eloquence against the calumnies whi 
laid to his charge, exceeded whatever h 
heard in Rome ; and his intrepidity in 
ing his pretensions equalled the rest oi 
tues. Notwithstanding the warmest o 
from the senate, he was declared trib 
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^ ; and he now prq>ared to 
rcamr which Tiberius had gon« 

4Spn was to have Popflius, one of 
inveterate of his brother's enemies^ 
A the people ; who, rather than stand 
f a tnal, chose to go into voluntary 
next procured an edict, gmnting the 
the city to the inhabitants of Latium ; 
ifter, to all the people on the hither 
Ips. He fixed a maiimum for the 
>m» and procured a monthly discrlbu- 
mong the people. He then proceeded 
ie the late corruptions of the senate ; 
be whole body being convicted of brU 
rtton« and the sale of ofHces, a taw 
id» transferring the power of judging 
lagistrates from the senate to the 
hich effected a great altcnitioii in the 
n. The number of these officers, thus 
nspectors over the conduct of all other 
s of the state, amounted to three 
who were chosen from among the 
Gracchus. Ever attentive to the good 
imonwealth, he next ordered the high- 
e Improved and adorned ; he caused 
inuries to be built, and stored with 
linst times of scarcity ; and, to give 
of justice to the people, he caused 
itities of com, which Fabius, the pro- 
Spain, had extorted from his govem- 
)e sold, and the money remitted to the 
vTiers. In short, on whatever side we 
:haracter of this great man, we 
ust, temperate, wise, active, and r 
1 to restore the ancient simpU 

—I, c c 



r side we 
we shaJLi 

ndnf^ 
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Rome, bm die attempt, though hoiiouraUte, 
not in the power of anj one to accomplish* I 
espies of government, to obtain validity, i 
ever be in unison %vixh the moml principles 
actuate the commmytf* Rome was now 
proved, and nothing could restore it to iti^ 
mitive innocence* i 

Gracchus, by these means, howeverp b^ 
groi^Ti not only ver)* popular, hut very poym 
m the state, was become the object to which 
senate directed all their resentment* At I 
they seemed only to wait till hts tribuneshift 
pired, in order to wreak their vengeance i 
safety J but, contrary to their expectations, 
^ ^ was chosen a second time to that ofl 
{q^l though withont the least efforts ofti 
side to get himself re-elected* T 
therefore resolved to alter their method of | 
ceeding, and endeavonred to oppose his i 
pularity by setting up a rivaL This rt*as Dit 
his colleague^ who seemed to go even bep 
Gracchus in every' proposal j and, being se<^ 
encouraged hj the iicnate, so far succeeded 
his schemes sis to divide the affections of j 
people. The jealoosy of Gracchus on J 
occasion quickly blazed out ; he treacedl 
colleague with contempt : and, as the senatij 
foreseen, it caused a very powerful party dfl 
former admirers to declare against htm* 1 
tlie greatest effort to niin him was yet in 
serve. From the time of his return to R| 
trom Sardinia, he had been elected one of 
triumviri, an office instituted by his brother' 
fieri us, to determine the quantity of land | 
sessed by each individual in the state* Iq.J 
employment Gmcchus^ who shewed hij 

> 
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1^ ^tiiNiducuiKp und impressed With the same 
nal ipirit of equality, endeavoured to re* 
e each niAn\ posses stores according tn law, 
inflexible Justice. Those who thought 

ii«*Ive!t agj^rieved hy ]n% severity, h^id re- 
ane lo Scipio AtVkanm for redress* Scipia^ 
M> had km^ been an enemy to the Licinian 
ft wai tmi sien^ble of the pcople'ji powrr, to 
poio rt openly \ but proceed! nij witli more cau- 
n^ (Vbtained a new officer to hi' chosen, who>ie 
dne^'ii it was to settle ihe clairn^of individtirds 
iong^t eaeh otlier, lfeft>re th<we of the public 
ddlse determined by the triumvin* For tlii» 
fpos^j Tuditaniis the consul was chosen t who 
14 huvtng a power of protr-ictiug the wished- 

diviijon of btnd%i*eemed to bend ;i!4*iduou«Iy 
the budnesi for which he was elmtti-n. How* 
sr, when he could no longer defer the settlf- 
nc o( ilie l:nulv in <|Ln.'siifm, hv prt^tL^ndtHl to 
called off to quell an insurrection in one of 
' provinces, and thus left th& claims and the 
thes of the people undecided. An universal 
mour was raised against Scipio, by whose ar- 
ce this procrastination took place ; and one 
the tribunes even cited him to appear, and 
wer for the assassination of Tiberius Grac- 
ts. Scipio, however, disdained to meet the 
Tgc ; but went home, as some thought, to 
ditatc a spcecli for the ensuing day ; but in 

morning was found dead in his bed, and by 
lark round his neck, it appeared that he was 
mgled. The death of this great man pro- 
;ed much suspicion against the leaders of the 
mlar party, a great part of which wa»d^^ 
ted against Gracchus, who scorned to r^ 
iself from a crime, of which there ww 
c; c 2 f 
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proofs agojTi^ him. But willmg W tm 

thoughts of the people aaother w^iy, k 

posed the rebuildntj^ of Carthage and pit 

It {torn Rome, Tnit scheme was gladl 

braced by the people, and six thouniJ^d fai 

with Gracchus at dietr bead, left the cHyt 

der it> settle there. But they had scajice 

gnn to clear away the rubbish, whcri they 

disturbed by several omens, which* to 

stidous peopk, was mlHcient to check ih 

gresi of every undenalcing. In faci» mucf 

powerful motives recalled Gracchus to F 

for hi* enemies^ during his absence, had e 

themselires with effect to blacken his chj 

In conseouence of thi«, on his return, he 

the populace a faithless and unsteady soi 

they began to withdraw all ihdr coni 

irom him* and to place it upO(n Dmsus* 

character was unimpeached. It was b 

that he designed new laws in their favoa 

called up several of the inhabitants of f: 

fercnt towns of Italy to his support ; the 

ordered them all to depart from Rome, at 

4ent one stranger to prison, whom Gracch 

invited to live i^nth him, and honfnirrd n 

table and fnendshtp. To thU it^digiii 

shortly after added a disgrace of a moi 

tendency ; for, in standing for the tribnii 

third time, he was rejected, through i 

tifice of his enemies* 

The senate no sooner saw Gracchus i 
to a private station, than they detenn 
ruin him ; and deputed Opimus the consi 
was his mortal enemy, to be the instra 
their malignity aeainst him. The const 
_^o the greatest pnde, added the utmost 
^^ tin 
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jook the office with alacrity, and first pro- 
those ktt-s to be annulled, which were 
• for estahltshing a colony at Carthage* He 
proccedeti to abrogate all the otlier laws 
h had b(^n made during^the two tribaneships 
lius, appomting a day for th:it purpose. 
>t satisfied! however, witii the protection 
1 the senate, the knights, and a numerous 
le of slaves and clients, tht* consul ordered 
\y of Candians, who were mercenaries in 
Loman service, to attend him. Thui guard- 
nd conscious of the superiority of his force, 
suited Gracchus w^htrever he met him ; but 
Atti^r avoided aU recrimination ; and, us if 
sed of the consul's design, would not even 
any kind of arms for his defence* His 
1 Flaccus> however, a zealous tribune, was 
> remiss, but was resolved to oppose party 
rty ; and for this purpose brought up se- 
countrymen to Rome, under a pretence of 
seeking employment. When the day for 
mining the controversy was arrived* the 
)arties, early in the morning, attended the 
)1, where, while the consul was sacrificing, 
ding to custom, one of the lictors taking up 
Urails of the beast that was slain, in order 
nove them, could not forbear crying out 
accus and his adherents, " Ye factious ci- 
ns, make way for honest men." This in- 
D provoked the party to whom it was ad- 
rd, that they instantly fell upon him, 
?d him to death with the wridng^^" 
; which they then happened 
hands. His murder caused a 
ice in the assembly ; but 
:hus, who saw the consequences 1 
c c 3 




likely to ensue, repnnirt..w_ 
his enemies such advantaee over nini , . 
many attempts to speak, but could not be he 
(Ml account of the tumult ; wherefore he wa 
last (^bilged to retire, and wait the event. Ai 
was passing through the forum, he stop 
liefDfc a statue, raised to his father's mem< 
and, regarding it for some time, he burst ini 
flood of tears, as if deploring the spirit of 
times. His followers were not less moved t 
he; and all joining in pitying him, vowed m 
to abandon a man, whose only crime "was hi; 

4 fection to his country. In the mean time 

r senate took every method to alarm tlie city. 

;i t(^ rouse their apprehensions of danger. 

■i ' consul was directed to take care that the 

nion wealth sliould receive no injury ; by t 
form they invested him with dictatorial p 
The dead lictor's corse was carried in tr 
through the streets, and exposed to view 
the senate-house ; while the whole body 
nobles received orders to be in arms t 
day, with their slaves and dependent? 
Mount Aventine. On the other side, 
was sedulously employed in collecting th' 
** ^'••i shattered partisans : but it was 
- "ommntinns of tho 



IS. NotwithstaiKdiiig, he re*- 
t xmied as the rest, bat ukkg liift 
i and a short dagger for hb ckleoce, 
bdng attacked, be pfepared to lead 
ITS to Moiint Aveorine. There he 
lit proclamation had been rnade by 
, ** that whoever should bring eitha- 
, or that of Flaccus, ^Kiuld receive 
t in gold as a revr^d," It m.^s to no 
U he sent the youngest son nf Fla<> 
iras yet a child, with proposals for an 
adoB* The senate and the consul s» 
lensible of their superiority, rejected 
■s, and resolved to punish hts otfence 
ng les5 than death ; and in order to 
party, they offered pardon to all who 
aediatel y aband on him* Thi s produced 
effect ; for he was soon left with very 
tes* He now revived to wait upon 
in person ; but his friends would not 
1, through an apprehension of losing 
lander. The child of Flaccus was, 
sent once more to demand peace ; 
s, the consul, who thirsted for slau?h- 
d the boy to prison, and leading nis 
:o Mount Aventine, fell upon the po- 
h ungovernable fury ; and a terrible 
ensued. Flaccus attempted to find 
I ruinous cottage, but being discover- 
n, with his eldest son. Gracchus, at 
fd to the temple of Diana, where he 
ed to die by his own hand, but was 
by two of his faithful friends and fol- 
omponius and Lucinius, who forced 
jk safety by flight. Accordingly he 
>est of his way to cross a bridge, that 

led 






become ihe property oi u*.> 
Gracchus, the elder brother, was a pei a^,.. 
distinguished, both for the advantages of his 
person, and the qualities of his mind. Very 
different from Scipio, of whom he was the 
grandson, he seemed more ambitious of powei 
than desirous of glory ; and more eager to em- 
brace novelties than to support existing establish- 
ments. He was liberal rather from nature thai 
from principle ; and his compassion for the op 
pressed was equal to his animosity against t« 
oppressors : but unhappily his passions* ratha 

Afrlcanos, that famous Cornelia who was the pattern of her le^ 
and the prodigy of her age $ and had by her several children, « 
whomthree only arrived to maturity of age, Tiberius Gracchi 
Caius Gracchus, and a daughter, named Seoipronia, wboir 
married to the second Africanuf. Tiberius, the eldest, v 
deemed the most accomplished youth in Rome, with icspec 
the qualities both of body and mind. His extraordinary KfH 
were heightened by a noble air, an engaging countenance, 
all those winning graces of nature which recom.nend r 
He made his first campaigns under his brother-in-law, ar 
tinguished himself, on all occasions, by his courage, a 
prudence of his conduct. \\ hen he returned to Rome 
•--»«^lf to the study of eloquence ; and, at thirt 
' - »w.gt orator of his age. He mar 



^peraud even In his pursuits of 
le frequently drove him heyand 
. His designs in j^eneral apfjeTtr 
iionest; but oppoiijtion put his nu 
> disnTder; and though he began 
pies of justice, he was at last obliged 
ge liis rectitude for his party. Such 
disposition of the elder Gracclius, who 
ne lower classes of the community ready 
3nd all hiii proposals* Continu;il injury 
;glect> after sacrificing all to the publici 
ienated t!\e hearts of the multitude \ but 
.oncealed their hatred, or, perliaps, thought 
x duty to suffer i wjiile the seuiite, unjust, 
pt, and mercenary, were only intent ort 
asine their internal baseness under the diu;p 
of their conquests abroad. Such was tne 
of parties, when Ttberius Gracchus pro- 
d himself to be chosen tribune t f the petiple, 
as he who had formerly attempted to re- 
ch the power of Scipio Africanus ; it was he 
prevailed for putting in force the Licinian 
But anxious to prevent this law from being 
ited to the advantage of the great, as it had 
;rto been, he caused it to be enacted also, 
one half of the illicit surplus should be 
n to the children of the transgressor ; and 
)ther half distributed to such of the poor as 
nothing : and lest any, by purchase, should 
•ge their possessions, three officers were ap- 
ted, called triumviri, wlio were to deter- 
; and examine the quantity of land occupied 
/ery individual. This, of course, irritatcc 
ich, who endeavoured to persuade the pcd 
that tlie proposer only aimed at disturbin 
fovemment, and throwing all things inr 

confubio 
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superior in abilities to both* and grteaj^l 
vour with the people, he murdeiud Hkin 
the eldest soiij and made the same atteaaof 
Adherbal the younger, who escaped^ and 
to the Romans for succour. Whereupon 
gurtha, being sensible how much avarice 
injustice had crept into the senate, sent his 
bass.idors with large presents to Rome, wl 
successfully pre vailed t that the senate dec 
him half the fcingdora, which he had iha 
quired by murder and usurp^iiont and sent 
comnussioners to divide it between him and 
herbiil. Not satisfied even with this, he 
trived at length to mm-der AdterbaJ, ai 
seize the vhole. The people of Rome^ 
had still some generosity remaining^ ui 
mously complained of his treachery ; the s* 
alone, w^ho had been bribed to silence, contii 
for a while in suspense. However, a consul 
sent at last with a powerful army, to eiecutt 
tice on the murderer ; but he too being aU 
fected with the avarice of the times, sui 
himself to be bribed j and, suspending his 
rations, made overtures for peace. 

The people therefore more enraged than be 
procured a decree, that Jupurtha should be i 
moned in person before them, upon the p 
faith of the state, in order to give an accou 
all such as had accepted bribes. Jugurtha i 
no gr^.t difficulty in throwing himself upoi 
clemency of Rome, and soon after appe 
before the people in a suppliant manner, ai 
a dress corresponding with his situation, 
instead of discovering those who were bri 
he only set about renewing the evil coinph 
oil and being sensible that every thing 
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at Rome, wttKout much endeavouring to 
nce any hy the justice of his cause, he 
the more certain methods of interesting 

by the distribution of his riches, 
le people finding that it was impossible to 
ct their magistrates, by drawing evidence 
St them from thetr corruption » soon ordered 
rtha to quit Rome. As he had visited 
citj on the faith of the state* he was pro- 
1 till he returned to his owti dominions ; 
in the mean time, Albinus the consul was 
mth an army to traverse his designs- The 
operations of the Roman general were 
ded with success; and Jugurtha finding 
wn inability to oppose him in the field, en- 
jured to circumvent him in the cabinet, 
proposals for peace were made on his side; 
IS every day offering hfmself up as a prt- 
, and yot every day securing his power in 
U'lte* Alliiiius tbiis 5:1 w himself perplexed 
reaties, which he could not comprehend ; 
he time of his command almost insensibly 
ed, \\nthout having struck any important 
. Being obliged to return, to attend the 
on of magistrates at Rome, he left the di- 
3n of the anny to Aulus, his brother, a 
•n every way unequal to the command, 
ivarice induced him to lay siege to Suthul, 
ce almost impregnable by nature, and only 
ng tlie enemy, because it contained the 
ure of the king. Jugurtha, conscious of 
strength of the place, suffered Aulus to 
je himself before it ; and, with a consum- 

spirit of intrigue, at one time pretending 

at another, offering terms of accommo- 
•n, but still lavishing his bribes even to the 

meanest 
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mr^tnest centurion, he led hU antagonist t 
such stniicsi that he was finally corupcUed 
hazard a battle upon i^^dvantag^eous ten 
and his whole army, to avoid being cut to pifii 
was oblt£;ed to pass under the j okc. 

Metemis, the succeeding consul, found affi 
in this condition, upon his arrival m Knmii 
— officers without confidence, an anuT vnxk 
discipline, and an enemy ever watehtul* ) 
ever intriguing. However* by his gneat an 
tion to business, and by an integrity that sfc 
dered at corruption, he soon began to ttaf 
the afairs of Rome* and the credit of the ait 
In the space of two years, Jugurtha was m 
thrown in se%^eral battles^ forced fix*m his § 
domintonst and constrained to negociate m4 
nest for a peace, which Metellns offered to git 
upon condition that he should first de^ivcgl 
his elephants and arms^ With this the tl^ 
dian prince complied, and they wei^e deliii 
up accordinglyi. He was then eomnnaiide^ 
pay two hundjred thousand pounds weig^ 
silver, to defray the eipences of the wax : l 
was immediately paid down. The desdi 
were next ordered to be given up : which alflS* 
complied with- At Ituigth, the Roman we^ 
insisted that Jugunha should surrender &$J 
son, and put himself upon his trial at &$ 
Widi this he refused to comply » thougU 
cumvented in having already yielded so m$ 
and thus the treaty being broken, both uiti 
solved once more to attempt the hazards or 
war. All things* hov*e%^er, promised Met| 
an easy and a certain victory ; but the tiitt 
his consulate being almost expired, anothei 
neral reaped the Earrest of glot7' which h| 
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^■Vsdy bad sown^ This was Caios M^us who 
^u hmm lent with him as his tientenant m die 
war ra comTnamifr who became afterwards the 
^lory and the scourge of Rome* He was horn 
m a village near Arpintim, of poor panmts, 
who gained therr liring by their lahanr ; and as 
bo had been bred up tn a participatidii of their 
r tolls, bis manners were as rude as hts coon- 
Imance was forbidding. He was a roan of ex- 
Saordinary stature, incomparable art:rength, and 
imdaiinted bravery- He entered early into the 
lervice of his country, and was, from the bc- 
ffinninp, remarkable for his exact obiervance of 
SiscTpline, and his implicit obedience to those in 
command. He sou^hti upon every occasion, 
dangers equal to his comage : die longest 
aiarches> and the most painful ^tigues of war, 
a-e ^sy to one bred up in penury and labour. 
He had already passed through the meaner gra- 
ilations of office, and each seemed conferred 
lipon him as the reward of some signal exploit. 
When he stood for the office of military tribune, 
though hii person was unknown, his actions were 
&miUar to the multitude- When elected to that 
diaxge, his general found his merit and assist- 
ance so great, that he seconded him, ivtth his 
interest, in procuring him to be made a tribune 
of the people. It was in this station thai; his 
ambition began to appear, and his detestahon 
of the senate, whose vices, indeed, deserved his 
enmity, became conspicuous. Not to be inti- 
midated by their threats, he boldly arraigned 
their corruption, even in the senate-house j and 
'when Meiellus, who tiU then had patronised 
and raised him, disapproved his zeal, he even 

F*^— itened to commie him to prison* Never- 
n R thek^ss, 
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ess, being afterwards sent under h 
tenant into Nunfiidia^ Metellus prefi 
.Tc^ of his country to private r» 
i trusted to Nfarius with the most ii 
ncfrms of the war. This confidence 
isplaced; Mariuf acquitted himself 
ction with such prudence and res^)lut 
le was considered at Rome as second 
nandf but first in experience and rcv>h 
was in this situation of afFairs, that i 
as has been said, was obliged to solicit 
for a continuation of his command ; u 
rius ungratefully resolved to obtain it 
self, and thus acquire the glorv ijf pu 
end to the war. To accomplish this 
vately inveighed against Metellus by 
sarics at Rome : he insinuated among 
pic, that the war was prolonged, only ic 
the consul's command ; and asserted, 
half tlie army he would make Jugurf 
soner. By such professions as these, 
cited a spirit */f discontent against Mr 
brought over a party to his own intr 
^ ^ permitt'.-d to stand for the 
Urt'M. which he obtained, contrar 
pcctation and influence of 
<inJers. 

M;irlii<» bcinp^ thus invested with 
pr/v/cr (A' Tiiaii.'i^Mng tlie war, sh 
evrrry v/a/ fit tor li.e commission, 
v/a-. (.-(j'lal t') ill', valour; and h< 
liirir.cit mast<T of I he- cities wliic! 
yet I'-riiaiiiiii;.^ in N'nmidia. T' 
tuy^ li(r ]};u\ i:0 l<;ii;.^*:r a cap; 
hiniMrir, was o!jli;/':d to liavc 
siit'iiK-'j to 15occl*MS, V'm'f.^ o' 






ftOME. JDS 

wm be was m^iied. A botde sook 
I jii wlucb tb£ Huinhdiansi suipiiae d 
brap hy mf^ axid gained a tern- 
SagCp Howrer it was bat of shoft 
t for MaH^i soon after orertlirevr 
ignal engagements, in cmeof whidi 
1 ninetv thousand of the African 
iaiiu Bocchu-s ^ finding the Ro- 
verffal to be resisted^ did not think 
to hazard his own crown* to pro* 
dsally; he therefore detenniiied to 
upon whaterer conditions he mi^fat 
id accordinfi;l7 sent to Romey im- 
otection and friendship. Tlie senate 
unbassadors with their usual hang^ 
iter some time, they were gim to 
that the delivering up of Jugnrtba 
ns, would, in some measoxey con- 
avour, and soften their resentment* 
pride of Bocchus struggled against 
sal ; but a few interviews with Sylla, 
estor to Marius, reconciled him to 
ous measure. At length, therefore, 
IS given up, and earned by Marius 
aded with chains, a deplorable in- 
isted ambition. He did not long 
'verthrow, being cruelly condemned 
* to be Starved to death in prison, a 
fter he had adorned the triumph of 
)r. 

vas an end put to the Jugurthine 
lews was brought to Rome, that an 
imber of barbarians from the north, 
? into the Roman dominions, aud 
Italy with slaughter and desolation, 
all men were turned on Marius "* 

D D 2 
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mergencfi aad, contmij to the constin 
of tSe state, which required an mterval i 
'^ears, he >vas made a second time constl 
people he was to oppose were the Cimb 
Teutones, who hiid left their forests, to ll 
nber of three hundred thousand nieTij inordi 
ieek new hahitations in the fruitful valleys i 
ily- They had, some time before, invade 
ml, where they committed great ravages, as 
.•feated seveml Roman armies that were sei 
^inst them* Marias, however* was compietd 
uccessM- He declined fightingj till their ftitt 
vas weakened by delay j but afterwardfi a 
gaging them as they were passing the Alps, i 
three separate bodies, a bloody battle ermni 
which lasted two days. In this the Rohmw 
^ Q were victorious, and Theutobocchii% dl 
] 01 ' king of the Teutoiies, was taken prisone 
with the loss of an hundred and fif 
^l^ * thousand men* But, notwithstanding t 
Teutones were thus defeated, the ai3 
of the Ctmbri remained entire, and had 
tually passed the Alps, aiter having j3ut C 
lui, the Roman consul, to flight* Marin s, I 
ever being made consul a fifth time, for the 
pie had continued him in office during the v 
of the Wiir, gave them a dreadful overt) 
An hundred and forty thousand of ihcs 
bartans were slain, and sixty thousand 
captive- Their wives, during the engage 
fought furiously in chariots Uy the sidess* 
husbands ; and, at last, when they saw ^ 
tune of the field decided, slew their id 
and then, with desperate intrepidity^ fel] 
tual wounds. 

Marios, by these victories, havii^ 




IbmiicUhle to diHUint nations in w:ir, noon 
iftfr grow miirfi mure dungcrous to hift fHluw- 
dt i jf.cn s i n nc;* c t^* Met t4 1 u * » 1 mm being hi i H nt 
ptttrcm and piroiTKHcr, v^a% long grown hutcful 
to h'iuh f«t" h\% aujwnor influence m the itfnjile; 
w ihai he eamci^tJy wiHJied 10 have him tjaniHh" 
ed from Rome- To effect thi^i^ he Mibonioil fine 
Satuniinvis, who hud fniudulcntljf pamrssrif liirn- 
vtlf of the tribum**ihtp, 10 ]>rder a ttiw tnr ilu* 
parti don of iiuch hindn a« liiid been recti vurc-d in 
the late war^ and to obhge the itBiitori to l^ke 
ijolemn onth Ibr ptmluff it into excfntinn, in 
Gite it was pa»jjedi I'hiT kw w^h inon enucted* 
hy ihc intertHt of M;u-iui j but whun ilie hi^niito 
Cifne to contirm the observance of it, Metelluft 
lAo, coniidered it as a renewal of the smeient 
dia&urbanceN which had been no fatal to the con> 
idtutioni endeavoured to j»er*uade litem t(j re- 
lict the nica?*irre with dindiiin. At firnt ihey 
teemed inclined to Jbllow h\% advice ; bva iht? 
injlttcnce of bin rival btMng unpt^rior^ tJit'y ^rive 
wayp and Metellui wui obliged to go iutu vo- 
luntary exile. 

Thin success only nerved to incresiiie thr :um- 

Sanec of Hntu vnlnuH. Being rntule ;t iiibnnr ,1 
lird time, he filled the city with chmMmr auA 
commolion. McnimiuMf who wa^ tif tlic o|ip()- 
itte party, was killed in one of thc«e frays, as 
he canvassed for the consuhhin ; and Glaiu ins, 
the pnetor, was tumultuouHly cnosen in liis stead. 
This seemed as a signal for a general encounter. 
The senate were resolved to curb the insolence oi 
the tribunes \ and the consuls were onlered, as 
in dangerous times, to provide for the safety of' 
the commonwealth. Marius, who wan one of 
them, found himself in tlie disagreeable biiua- 
D o 3 lion 




Kit lor m^t this bw'W«i likdif. 
"the nve them hopes of ,bc^ 
I of Rome. These pomjaeg 
to froduce their effect; the lAtin 
_ Q to look upon him as their pro^ 
kA came in crowds to the city to support 
vieat contentions arose in consequence of 
»¥ours« Deliberation had been long 
1 from the assemblies of the people ; 
vs were enacted or rejected b^ cIamour» 
t and sedition. On one of these oc- 
Drususy bein? warmly eng;aged in pro* 
the law for enlarging die medom of the 
s stabbed by an unknown person^ who 
f>oignard in the wound : Drusus had just 
enough to avow with his dying breath» 
g;rity of his intentions ; and that there 
nan in the commonwealth more sincerely 
I to its interests, 
[talians being thus frustrated in their at- 

gain the freedom of Rome, by the 
f tneir champion, resolved upon ^ ^ 

g by force, what the senate seem- 90. ' 
use them as a favour. This gave 
he Social war, in which most of g^g * 
fs of Italy entered into a confe- 
igainst Rome, in order to obtain a re- 
their manifold grievances.. Messengers 
ages were privately sent and interchang- 
g them ; and upon having their claims re- 
y the senate, they soon broke out into 
»ellion. The state now saw a hundred 

1 of its soldiers turned against itself, led 
pproved commanders, and disciplined 
loman manner. To oppose these, an 
imber of men was raised by the senate, 

and 



and the conduct o& . 
consuls, with whom were umte^A . . 
and the most experienced generals of the v 
The war commenced with great animosity 
either side, but the Romans seemed to have 
disadvantage at first. Rutilius, the consul, 
into an ambuscade, and was slain. Upon 
i defeat, the army which he conducted was g 

/ to Marius, who rather mi^ht be said, no 

■ forfeit his ancient fame, than to acquire 

:^, reputation by his conduct. 

- ; After a lapse of two years, the Social 

^j having continued to rage with doubtful suc< 

*; the senate began to reflect, tliat, whether 

3; quered or conquerors, the Roman power w 

Ji equally be annihilated. In order therefore tos 

: tlieir compliance by degrees, they grante 

freedom of the city to such of the Italian 
us had not revolted ; and then ofkred it t 
as would soonest lay down their arms. 
unexpected generosity had the desired 
the allies, with mutual distrust, oflFercd 
separately: the senate took them one 
into favour, but gave the freedom of th 
such a mimner, that, not being impo 
^■^ »mtil all the other tribes had gi 
"•'iiiired vorv little wei 






iijtjjBflji thousand infantry into 
Hf tibousand horse : he had also 
^of armed chariots; and in his 
dbfd ships of war. Such power^ 
eat riches* served only the more 
nintion of Ronie ; they hut de- 
t for a war> and diat was easily . 
I having invaded and overcome 
t were in alliance with» and under 
:>£f the Roman people, 
extremely anxious to obtain the 
le expedition against Mithridates ; . 
; just chosen consuU as a recom- 
irvices in the Social war* and his 
; to equal that of Marius» he wat 
onsent appointed to conduct the 
This general* who now began 
I in the commonwealth* was bom 
amily, one of the most illustrious 
person was elegant, his air noble* 
asy, and apparently sincere: he 
but glory still more ; fond of po- 
sired to please all the world ; for 
he talked of himself with difii- 
every body else with the highest 
J : he was liberal, and even pre- 
equests which modesty hesitated 
e, at the same time, he stooped 
lintancewith the meanest soldiers* 
; he sometimes imitated, in order 
Fections. In short, he was a Pro- 
d adapt himself to the inclination* 
, or wisdom of those he conversed 
had no real character of his own. 
as to be quaestor, or treasurer* of 
T Marius in Numidia ; where by 
courage 
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Sjlk's ion-m-law wai slain ) ivbile Sylla 

f, being pursued b^ the inultitude» was 
, obliged to t;ike redtge in the houie of hi» 
'Manuit t find by the laws of hospitality^ 
W^rc stJll reverenced in Rome^ saved from 
ftiry. Finding the opposite faction pre- 
Ijlhk in^t;intly quitted Romet and went to 
my he hiid comm winded during the Social 
and which was a ]i pointed to accompany 
pon the expedition into Asia. In the mean 
ManuK and Hulpicius carried all before 
the kw fur grving tjie Italians a full par- 
lun of the freetU>m of the citr, ]>assed 
It opposition $ and by the same law it was 
d, tnat the command of the army ap- 
i to oppose Mithridates, was to be trans- 
from Sylla to Marius. 
lediately on this, Marius sent down of* 
irom Rome, to take the command in his 
but Sylla had taken care to secure the 
of the army, with whom he had already 
so many signal victories, and who were 
r devoted to his will. Instead, therefore, 
ring the orders of Marius, they slew the 
, and then entreated their general that he 
lead them directly to execute vengeance 
ill his enemies at Rome. In the mean 
larius, being informed of this, was not 
making reprisals upon such of Sylla's 
as fell nUo his hands. This produced 
urmurs in Sylla's camp j the army in- 
ipon being led to the capital, and their 
, who was naturally vindictive, at lengtli 
ned to comply. 

's army, amounting to sit legions, in 
seemed animated with the reset^tment of 

their 
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oiulor, and breathed notning but staugh 
cvcnge. However there \vxre a few ; 
inlng, who, even in this time of gnu* 
iption, could not tliink of turning their ar 
nst their native city, but quitted the cai 
Hod. Thus a strange migration of dilFer 
tics was seen ; some flying from Rome 
.)id the resentment of Marius, and others 
ning irom the camp, not to be accomplicoi 
.0 guilt of Sylhu Nevertheless the army c 
nued to advance : it was to no purpose that 
•nrtors went out from the city in form to ini 
Jict its further progress ; the soldiers broke 
ensigns of their olHce, and tore their pur 
rohcs with derision. The senate next sent dq 
I'u's to lay an injunction on Syllanot to advai 
within live niik's of Rome. The deputies w 
for some time amused by Sylla; but they scan 
returned to give an account of their commiss 
when he arrived with all his f<'>rces at the f 
. p of the city. His soldiers entered s' 
^7 ' in hand, as into a place tak;>n by s' 
Marius and Sulpicius, at the head 
lunuiltuary body of tlieir partisans, alio 
to oppose their entrance ; and the cf 
who feared being plunderel, threw dowr 
and tiles from the tops of the houses upor 
inultTs. So unecpial a conflict lasted Ion* 
could have been expected ; but, at lenj 
riiis and his parly were obliged to seek 
flii^lil, after having vainly ollered libei 
I he slaves who should assibl tliem in ^ 
genc\ . 

SnU.u tinding himself master of 
placed bodies of soldiers in liiflerer 
i>re>ent pillage and disorder. 1 le e\ « 



Mrclf fnr entering lionses by foree, and 
te ni^ht in visiting their quarters, imd rt*- 
I their impeiuasity* The next maming 
m by moti oiling the laws sf> as to favour 
i vbUttion of them, ;mcl to n^nejil aW that 
m done? by hi* opptmcntii* He likewise 
I decr<?LS whereby Man us, Sulpiciusi and 
sr Icudiiij^ mcHi were declared enemies to 
nintry, in consequence of which it wai 
For any person to kill them* 
ng thiw brought the law% to second his 
Ht he cau-icd the goods of tlie proficrrbed 
mfiEfcatedi and then sent troops into all 
^ apprehend them. Mnrius c)icapcd> but 
IS wa* ff>und in tlie xnarshe^i of Luuren- 
»nd his head being cut off, was fiJied upon 
rum at Rome* Kylln having thus, as ht! 
d, entirely rcstort*d peace to the city, 
d upon his expedition against Mithri- 
loping to give new vigour to his designs, 
wreahn and honours which he expected to 
the East. 

while Sylla was intent only in counter- 
the measures of Marius, he had over- 
a very formidable opponent, who was 
,rowing into popularity and power at 
This was Cornelius Cinna, bom of a 
n family, but strongly attached to the 
from motives of 'ambition. He was a 
ger after glory, but incapable of patiently 
its regular approach : rash, hot, and 
:e, but, at the same time, bold and enter- 
he was ambitious to become a dema- 
because he could sway the senate. He 
*e offered himself for the consulship, in 
on to the interests of Sylla ; and, either 
gue or popularity, he carried it. 

E £. Soon 
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Soon after Cinnm wbr mvc^tL'tl with 
dignity^ iKMinnifiitked htm$eU*| ht? boui^ 
lie wcjuld wiiuiil all the lawn which hud b 
latdv nin.dc in favour of the [mtrician^* and 
cordmgljr Iwiin by c^ndcavmiring to atuch 
IttdUn^ firmly to his interest- This wa» a 
to \^ effected, by giving them an equal mm 
pat ion rn the freedom ot the cHyi of wiiich S; 
had lately deprived tliem* Hej tliercfi>ret i 
his emtjtssaiio umi^Eig the counlry ^utes^t dt 
iug tlieir attendance at Rome upon a ceii 
day, and cnjoitun^ them to eoncciil i^n 
under their ro!K?a;. Thm, when he Iiad pit-p 
a party to supptJrl Ins pretensions^ he ptibl 
propoi^ed a law, hy which the vote* of the 
mocratic intereNt whs Jiwte to preponderate « 
the (mtrici^n. To propose sucli a law xt 
lime, was, in effecii to decUue ii war. Ail 
gagement ensued^ in which the Italians, bt 
prcvioiuily iirined, were victoriom for u whf 
hut Ociavtus, the other consul^ coming wil 
powerful body of Sylla'ji friends to oppose th 
soon turned the tbrtnue of the dayi ukd oUi 
the Italians to ijuit tlie city. < 

Cinna, though tJiu^ defeated in his f\sff 
had, notwithstanding, the pleasure ot Am 
M the states of Italy strongly united in h^ 
vour, from tlie effort n he had made in their 
half ; and having, by various artiHccN, sttimulj 
them to a general insurR^ction, he begai 
make levicii both of tnmps and money, in, 
juiiuner a powerful army was *ocm raised \ 
Cinna, as con!iul,Wiu» without oppostdoni pit 
at Its Iiead. In tlie mean tinu', the senate ^ 
were apprised of tho$e violent proceed iuj^Sf i 
moned him Co take hix trial i but not appeit 
he was degraded from Kii rank ils a citi£Cii| 
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if kU office of consiiU and Lucius Me- 
rest of Jupiter^ elected in his stead. Such 
ies, howeverj only served to increase his 
e mid inflame his animosity. He ap- 
befoi^ a body of the Roman forces that 
[icamped at Capua^ to a humble and 
ip maiiner> without any of the ensigns 
!nce. He etitreated themy with tears and 
itions, not to suffer the people of Rome 
L sacrifice to the tyranny of the n'eat { 
ked the Gods who punished injustice, to 
f the rectitude of his intentions ; and so 
railed upon the soldiers, that they unani- 
resolved to espouse his cause. Thus his 
i daily increased ; several of the senators, 
sre wavering before, now came over to* 
i ; and, what was equal to an army in it- 
lings were brought, that Marius, escap- 
»m a thousand perils, was with his son 
be road to make a common cause with 

great general, at the age of seventy, 
umberless victories, and ^ix consulates, 
indered for some time as an outcast from 
, and in peril every hour of falling into the 
o£ his enemies, whose pursuit was still as 

as their wrath was unabated. 
s encompassed with dangers, he was 
I to conceal himself in the marshes of 
tium, where he continued a whole night 
laemire. At break of day he left Uiis 

place, and made towards the sea-side, 
ss of finding a ship to facilitate his escape ; 
ing known and discovered by some of the 
:ants, he was conducted to a neighbouring 
vith a halter round his neck, and, while 
•vered over with mud, sent to prison. 

eb2 The 
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njc governor of the phicc* willing t 
to the orders of the itcnate, soon al 
Cimhriun ahivc to dispatch him ; bu 
barian no sooner entered the diingct 
purptists but ho stop^y^d shorty intiniid;^ 
dreadful visage and aweful voice of t 
who sternly demanded, if he had the 
tion to kill Cains Marius i The sLive, 
reply, threw down his sword, and, ni« 
from the prison, cried out, that he loi 
possible to destroy him ! The govci 
sidering the fe;ir of the slave as an or 
unhappy exile's favour, gave him onci 
freedom ; and, commending him to h 
provided him with a ship to convey 
Italy. He from thence m:ule the Im 
way to the island of Alnaria, anil sailiii 
was forced by atom]H-st unou the coast 
A Roman c|u.r.stoi, who fiapiu-ned to 
same pLuT, ivsolved to siM/e Jiini; by 
lost sixti'Oii nfliiscivw, ^^ho were k ilk 
endeavtjurs to cover his retreat to the s 
afier^^'ards landed in Africa, near i 
and si'ated himself in a melaiiclioly nitM 
the ruins cil' that de!»olated place. He si 
ever, n»ceived orders from the pnrtor, 
verned there, to retire. Marin-., who n 
his haviniif once served this man, when 
sily, cotiUl not suppress his chai'jin, .1 
iii^ratitiuie in every cpiartcr ol" ilie w< 
pieparin^( to obey, desired the niesseiij 
his master, that he had seen M.iiii 
amon^r i|u. mlns of Carih:ij;;e, iniini 
)(rfatiu".s of liis own fill, by the driol 
Avas spread around him. He then i 
once more, and not knowini^ where to I 
>ui encounlerini; an enemy, spent the 
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expecting erery hour the return of a me%^ 
tiger from tm son> whom he had sent to snlicit 
rf» protection of an African prince, named 
MandrastaK After long expectations however, 
insttead of the messenger, his son arrived, having 
with difficulty escaped from the mhof^pitabK 
court of that monarch. It was In this situaiion, 
that they accidentally heard of the activity of 
Cinna in their favour^ and accordingly made the* 
hest of their way to join him, 

Cinnai upon being apprised of their approach, 
sent his lictorsi wiSi all other marks ot disdne- 
dout to receive them ; but Marine would not 
accept of these instances of respect, as being ill 
suited to his abject situation* His beard was 
long and neglected, his pace slow and solemn* 
and all his actions shewed a mind strongly ac* 
ttiated hf resentment, and meditating revenge. 
Five hundred of the principal citizens of Rome 
went to congratulate his return ; a considerable 
number of veterans, who had fought under his 
standard, came to offer him their service ; and, 
to increase his forces still more, he proclaimed 
freedom to all slaves who should join him. His 
first operation was to take the city of Ostia by 
storm; he then advanced with his whole army, 
and posted himself upon the Janiculum, a hill 
that overlooked Rome, where he was joined by 
Cinna, with an army as numerous as his own ; 
and being animated with the same spirit, they 
resolved to lay siege to their native city. 

The senate and consuls were now driven al- 
most to despair. Sylla was at a distance, and 
Cneius Pompeius, who commanded an army 
near Rome, was so equivocal in his conduct, 
that neither side could rely upon him, whom 

us 3 thoy 
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they both eqtially feared- They therefor sent 
to Metellus, then lying with a body of troopt . 
among the Sanmites j but his soldiers, inste-d.cl, 
{>f grandly them any aid, soon after jouie^ 
Marius- Thus deserted by all, they daily m^ 
the towns about the city taken and plundefed^ 
and great numbers of slaves every hour desenii^ 
to the enemy. In this exigence, they had m 
other resource but submission : they accordingly 
resolved to send ambassadors to the two genemhy 
assuring them of their ready acquiescence, and 
desiring them to enter the city peaceably, and lo 
spare their country, Ctnna, however, neftiKii 
to grajit any audience, till he was reston&d to ^ 
consulship, when he received the ambassadori 
of the senate in form- They invited him into J 
the city, and requested him to undertake the | 
duties of his office ; they entreated him 10 if- 
gard his countrymen with tenderness, and en- 
deavoured to obtain from him an oath, that lie 
would put no man to death, hue after a lejrat 
manner, and conformably to the ancient usages 
of Rome. Cinna refused the oath, hut pro- 
mised, that he would not willingly cause any 
man's death. During this conference, Mariui 
contiDued standing by the consul's tribunal, pis' 
serving a profound silence ; but his furious ^iti 
and eyes glancing with 6ref were but too sure 
presages of the carnage he meditated i 

Cii^na and Marius soon presented themselves 
at the gates of tbe city, at the head of tbeir 
troops. The former boldly entered, accompa* 
Tiied by his guards ; but Marius stopped shoft, 
alleging that, having been banished by a public 
decree, it was necessary to have another to aur 
^^hori^e his return. It wai thus that he desfml 
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t his sanguinary designs the appearance of 
te ; and J while he meditated th^ tlestmctfon 
Dusands, to pretend an impUcit veneration 
the laws* 111 pursuance of hts request, an 
^bly^ of the people being called, they began 
everse his banishment ; but they had scarce 
p through three of the tribes, when, incar 
le any longer of curbing his passion far r^ 
je^ he entered the city at the head of his 
rdS) and massacred all who had hi^eti ob- 
ious to him, witliout remorse or ptty : Oc- 
115^ the consul, was assassinn.ted in his chair 
office ; Merula, who had been his colleague 
he room of Cinna, killed himself to avoid 
Bg by the enemy ; Caius and I^ucius Julius, 
mnus, Lenttilus, Numitorius, and BebiuSf 
lenators of tlie first rank, were butchered in 
itreets, their heads placed upon the rostrum^ 
their bodJe': givi^n to be devoured by dogs: 
ly more shared the same fate. The blood- 
nds of Marius, breathing slaughter and Ven- 
ice, stabbed fathers of families in their own 
5es ; violated the chastity of matrons ; and 
ied away their children by force. Several 
sought to propitiate the tyrant's rage, were 
dered in his presence ; many of those who 
never offended him were put to death ; and, 
Lst, even his own officers could not approach 
but with terror. 

aving in this manner punished his enemies, 
ext abrogated all the laws which were made 
lis rival, and then created himself consul 
Cinna. Thus gratified in his two favourite 
ions, vengeance and ambition, having once 
d his country, and now deluged it with 
dy at last, as if willing to crown the pile of 

slaughter 
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slaughter which he had made, wit! 
bodyt he died the month after, aged v 
seventy, not without suspicion of haviii 
his end, which it would have been 
mankind, and propitious to his own fa 
happened more early. 

In the mean time these melanchol 
were brought to Sylla, who had 
many signal exploits against Mithrida 
. monarch having caused an hundred 
thousand Romans, who were in his • 
to be slain in cold blood, next sent ! 
Archelaus to oppose Sylla ; but he w; 
near Athens with the loss of an incre 
ber of his forces. Another battle fc 
which the Roman general recoven 
countries that had been usurped by tA 
so that both parties were now incline 
commodation ; Mithridates, induced b 
and Sylla, by a desire of returning 
take vengeance on his enemies in Ro: 

A peace was accordingly soon 
eluded, the principal articles of which 
Mithridates should defray the char, 
war ; and should keep A^ndiin his own 
dominions. Thus having, in less 
years, brought the Asiatic war to an 
conclusion, Sylla prepared for his n 
viously informing the senate by lettei 
great services he had done the stat 
ungrateful return he had received fr 
envied his fortune. The senate, whc 
to be considered rather as a party 
Miirius, than as the independent p 
Rome, greatly dreaded the effects 
indignation. They already antic 



daughters he Wiis about tf) makej ;md there- 
fcrm sent to treat with him ; aJFerinp to comply- 
With every reasonable demand. They even in- 
vited Ciuim to resign his poworf and to join 
Willi them rii deprecating Sylk's anger, by 
timely siihmiHHton* 

Ciiimi, hcnxTvcr, knew how little mercy he 
had to expect from his opponent ; and, instead 
of obeymp the ?ienate, retnmed them an evasive 
ansiwer ; nut in the mean ttme, proceeded to 
raise forces, and to oppose Sylla even in Asia, 
by sending an army tbitherj to attack Mith* 
ridates, under tlie command of Valerius Flaccu^;, 
his colkagtio in tlie consulship. Bnt^ iu tlih 
leader was; inexperienced in the lield. Fimbria, an 
old soldier of reputation, was sent as lieutenant, 
with direct ion & to correct, by bis experience, the 
too great impetuosity of the gen em L They soon, 
however, began to dtfTer ; nnd the breach widi:!n- 
ing every day, the consul thought proper to de- 
pose Fimbria from his command. Fimbria, in- 
stead of submitting to his superior, brought his 
cause before the army : a general mutiny en- 
sued ; the consul attempted to escape ; but, being 
discovered at the bottom of a well, was drag.^cd 
out and murdered by his own soldiers. In the 
mean time. Fimbria taking the command of the 
army, led it against Mithridates, over whom he 
gained a signal victory ; and might have com- 
pleted his triumph over tliat monarch, but that 
the same disobedience of which he was guilty to 
his own commander, was practised by his sol- 
diers against himself; for, sliortly after, at Sylla's 
approach, lils troops all deserted to join their 
fellow-citl/.cns in the other army, in consequence 
of which Fimbi ia fell upon his own sword. 

The 



The ill success of this armj , iioisrever, did not 

intimidate Cinna from making preparation* to 

repel his opponent. Being joined by CarbOi new* 

dected in the n>om of Vklerms, who had been 

slaiflf together with young Marius^ who inherittd 

the abilities and tlie ambition of his father, he 

determined to send over part of the force* be 

had raised from Dal mat la, to prevent Sylla from 

entering Italy, Some troops were accordingly 

emb:irked 5 but these being dispersed by a stonn, 

the rest, who had not yet put to sea* absolutely 

refused to go. Upon this, Cinna, cnrj^ 

at tlirir disobedience, rushed forA^^ard to aw< 

them into their duty. In the mean time, 

the most mutinous of the soldiersi being ^^ 

by an officer* returned the blow» but was ajv 

j^ ^ prehended for his crime. This ill-titncJ 

a4 ' severity produced a tumult and a mutiny 

tlirough the whole iumy ; and while CKa- 

na endoiivottred to prevent or appease it, he wai 

run through the body by an unknown hand« 

The army, being thus deprived of their prin- 
cijml leader, contmued under Carbo for some 
time. The nejit year's consuls being Urbanm 
and Scipio, new levies were made, and the if* 
fairs of the party seemed to w^ear a very fi^ 
vo\irable aspect. In short, a great concouiic rf, 
people IflocLed from different parts of Italy loi' 
support the consuls, w ho soon saw themselv^ 
at the head of an army superior to that of Sylb* 
whose appniach was so much dreaded by i^ 
ranks of men, 

Sylh], however, was not lets alert and evpe* 
dkious. By long and forced miirches, he ha 
cid to his native countryp which he inteni 
)o dtlnge with blood, Being arrived at D 
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Ml where he had prepared a fleet to convey 
iDto Italy* he harangued hii army before 
* embarked, entreating^ that thej would en- 
t themselves hy an onth, to continue faitliM 
us cause. To this they tinanimnn,?!/ con- 
edj with many profesaton?! of esteem itnd Uie 
t gcnei^ous altachmeiit ; and, after a fa* 
rablc passiiffe, landed at BrundUitinm, 
D*m after nls arrival there, ihe remmn* of 
shattered parry, which had est- aped the 
^rnplions of Marius, cximG to join htm j bufi 
U the mice ours which he received, none were 
r tinieW or plesising, than those which were 
jght him hy Cneius Pompey, afterwardi 
^med the Clreut* This commander beeati 
wdy to shew the dawnings of tliat spint^ 
cb afterwards shone with such lu^re in the 
imonwe^ltii* Though but twenty-three years 
gCf and at ihiit tin^e invested with no public 
racter, he found means to raise an army of 
€ legions in Picenum, and to overthrow 
tus, who commanded the troops of the op- 
te faction in that district. This victory was 
signalised by his killing the general of tJio 
ilish cavalry, in single combat, for whicli he 
saluted with the highest marks of respect 
Sylla, who intuitively beheld his future 
itness. 

L civil war being thus unavoidable, and both 
:ics being now advanced very near each 
»r, Sylla wa» willing to trv how far the im- 
Lse riches he brougnt with him from Asia 
e capable of shaking the enemies' forces, 
lOUt a conflict. For this purpose, he sent 
utiei to Scipio, the consul, who commanded 
inst him, with proposals for coming to a 

treaty. 
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treaty. Tlic consul, who sought for notl 
much as peace, very readily embraced his 
but desired time, previously to confei 
Urbanus, his colleague, upon a measure in 
he was equaUy concerned. This was : 
Svlla desired ; tor in the mean time, a sus] 
of arms being agreed upon, his soldier 
into the opposite camp, displayinjB^ those 
which they had acquired in their expet 
and offering to participate with their 
citizens, in case they changed their party, 
same motives that prevailed on the soli 
Fimbria to desert him, now prevailed 
those also to abandon their standard. The 
army declared unanimously for Sylla 
Scipio scarcely knew that he was forsake 
deposed, till he was informed o{ it by a p; 
the enemy, who, entering his tent, ma< 
and his son prisoners. Sylla, however, 
with great moderation towards him ; h 
ployed all his arts to bring him over 
party ; biit finding him inflexible, he gene 
gave him his freedom. 

These machinations succeeding so well, 
resc^lved to try the same arts upon the 
CDHimanded by Urbanus, the other con^l 
sent deputies to him, desirine a conlerenc 
the consul, instructed by tlie fate of h 
league, ctMitincd the deputies, and march 
rectly against Sylla, in hopes of taking I 
surprise. An engagement ensued, m 
S\lLrs troops, thcuigii attacked when i 
oi Jer, repaired by their courage, what 
wanted in regularity. Urbanus lost sever 
sand men, and was obliged to take ret 
Capua, w itli the s>hatterod remains of his 



Italy, from one extremity to the otlier, now be- 
gan to feel all the desolations and miseries of a 
(leclared civil wan Sylla, who was particularly 
versed tn the business of seduction, employed 
large snms of that money which had been plun- 
dered from Uie East, all over the country, 
and even among the barbarous nations g ^ 
of Gaul, to extend his interests. On the 31,' 
other hand, the Sammtes, to the number 
of forty thousand meuj declared in favour of 
Carbo, who was chosen consul a tlnrd time, with 
j'Onng Mar ins, of whom his party had formed 
great expectations. The operations in the field, 
which had been suspended during the winter, 
opened Tsith still greater vigour in the beginning 
dI: the spriug. Marius, at the head of twenty- 
five cohorts, oflFered Sylla battle ; which this ge- 
neral, knowing how the troops against him were 
pre*disposed) readily accepted. At first the for- 
tune of tlie day seemed doubtful, butj just at that 
period in which victory began to waverj a part 
of the troops of Marius, which had been pre- 
viously corrupted, fled in disorder, and this de- 
cided the fate of the day. Marius, having vainly 
endeavoured to rally his troops, was obliged to 
take refuge in Praeneste, a strong place that was 
still stedfast in his cause. Sylla closely pursued 
him there, and, having invested the city on every 
side, marched at the head of another detach- 
ment to Rome. 

The inhabitants, thinned by famine and the 
ravages that attend a civil war, opened their 
gates upon his arrival. Sylla entered the Fo- 
rum, and assembling the people, he reprimanded 
them for their infidelity. However, he exhorted 
them not to be dejected, for he was still resolved 
KOifE. — 1. FT tc 
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to pardon and protect them. He obsenrt^ ttia£ 
he was obliged, by the necexsity dF the times to 
take vigorous measures, and that none hut thcrr 
enemies and hb own should stifler, H« tlten 
put tip to sale the goods of those that Red i md 
leaving z atnaH gamson m the city, retmued U) 
besiege his rifai 

Young Mariust on the other hand^ itutde mmy 
attempts to raise the siege j but being ftujtiatcd 
tn all his designs^ either to repuUe or to eac^fii 
hk besiegers, he gave waf to that re^entmeat 
which seems to have been herpditary in hu fi« 
mily J andj ascribing the want of success to tlie 
treachery of Sylla'* friends, who pretcndfsd (4 
reinaio neuter, he sent orden* to Brutn% tht 
pfxetor at Rome, to put all thoie senators U» 
death whom he suspected to he in the mtercft 
of hrs rival* With this cruel comm^d, Bnjtm 
immediately complied ; and many of the &ni 
rank were butchered as they weie leaving tk 
senate. 

Both factions, thus eiaspemted to madncii 
by mutuaJ injuries and recnminationSf gave veot 
to their fury in several engagements. The foftd 
on th^ side of Marius were the most numerov%, 
but those of SylU better united and disciplined. 
Carbo, who commanded an army for Marius ift 
the tii'ld, sent eight legions to FVxneste, to if^ 
lievc hi^ colleague; but they were intertqXiA 
by Pf jmpcy in a defile, who slew many of tM%^ 
and dTspersed the rest. Carbo, joined by Ur- 
ban u^, 50Qn after engaged Metellus, bat liw 
rrrcrc'rrFJc with the loss of ten thousand aii^ 
sl^'m^ and %\x thousand taJcen prisoners* In coik 
stqucnce of this defeat, Urbanus, one of thl 
~>iDnsiilS| kiUed himielf^ and Ci|i)o fted to Africat 
\ wh€r% 




Br after w^mlcrtng a long nme^ he was at 
||R iMi^ei^d u|i to Pompe^p whft onkred him 

' $ttU, however^ a immtTtids army of the Sani« 
kes w^TC m the fiddt hcadeti by sereral Ro- 
laii gene nils, and hj Telesinu^ ^ Samnite* who 
id shewn himselt^ ecjual to the greatest com- 
snndcrg of the agc^ Bcin^ joixiai by four le- 
:i<ins^ commanded by Cananusi a resolution 
flw tiirmed to make one disspemte e&xt to raise 
le i^M?ge of Pratieste, or periUi in the attempt. 
Iccordinglft Telesinus m.idc a shoW of advanc- 
1(5 with ^JV'Jii boldness, to force the enemy's 
PCS of circumv;ilbtion- At the same time 
rUat at tlie ht^ad of a victonotts armyt opposed 
frn in front ; while orders were sent to Pompey 
^ follow and attack him in the re.ir. The Sam- 
ite general, however, shewed himself superior 
t hiiiU in iheso ri|H*r:fii(in^ ; fnr fndffingof their 
»signs by their motions, he led off his troops 
f night, and, by forced marches, appeared 
jxt morning upon the mountains that ovtir- 
oked Rome. This devoted city had just time 
ifficient to shut its gates» to prevent his en- 
ance ; but he hoped to seize the place by a hold 
sault, and encouraging his soldiers, both hy 
eir ancient enmity to the Roman state, and 
eir hopes of immense riches when the city was 
ken ; lie brought on hk men, and led thoni 
>ldly to the very walls. Appius Claudius, who 
iis at that time in Rome, and in the interest oi' 
rlla, made a sally to oppose iiim. The Ro- 
ans fought witli that animation which the con- 
iousness of defending every thing dear inspires. 
It Appius was killed in the combat, and tlic 
3t, disheartened by the loss of their general, 
F F 2 seemed 
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seemed preparing for flighc Jost at this mta 

valt a party of Sylla's horse Eppean?*! at the ct| 

posrte gates, who throwing themselves into tli 

city* and ha.steiung through it, met the as^ 

aBts on the other side. The desperate fury i 

these, in some Tneasure, suspendesd the fate< 

the battle, till Sylla with his whole army ba 

time to arrive. It was then that a genera! an 

dreadful conflict ensued between the Samni' 

and the Roman army. Tht citizens from the 

walls beheld rhbii sands fall on both sides. H 

battle continued till the morning, when Sji 

found himself completely Tictorioiis. He da 

visTted the field of action^ on which more da 

fifty thousand of the vanquished and the victo 

lay promiscuously. Eight thousand of the Sss 

nites were made pri&onersj and kiUed in ooi 

blood after the engagement* MarciuG and C 

rinus, attempting to escape, were talcen, 33 

their heads being cut off, were sent, by Sjrlb 

command, to be carried round the waUs 

Przneste. At this sorrow^ sight, the tal 

bitantsof the place, being now destitute of pi 

visiom, and despairing of all succour from wt 

out^ resolved to surrender ; but it warn oflly 

experience the unrelenting fury of the conqtur 

who ordered all the males to be slain* Marl 

the cause of these calamities^ was at Br& m 

ing, and it was thoug!it had escaped^ bui 

was at last discovered lying dead with a capt 

of the Samnites, at the issue of one of i2ie i 

terranean passages which led from the city* 1 

city of Norba now alone remained unsubdi 

in Italy ; tlie inhabitants of which, after a % 

resistance, dreading the fate of Prxiie^% 

' *hcir town on fire, and desperately petisbei 



kc flumes. The deKtmctitm of this place put 
A enJ to tJio civil war: Syllii, now become the 
ndiiputcd master of }m country, entered Rome 
E Uii? ht?ad of his armjr, Hiippy, had he sup- 
ortcd iij iKMcc the ^lory which ne had acquired 
\ wur; or hstd he ttsi^ed to live, when he 
psed 10 cooqucr I 

,ikinx 510W no lougor obliged to wear the 
IBilc of Icmt^i he begiin hh tyranny by assem- 
liiig th« peoples and deriving an implicit obe- 
icnc« to hix com^AndN, if they expected fa- 
Dur. He tlien c;tui«ed it to he proclaimed, that 
loiv who expected pardon im their late oflFences, 
jUiC obtain It by dc^jiroyiiig the enemies of the 
gfcCf I'hi^ was a new aiia diabolical mode of 
roscriptiQn^ by which the arms of all were 
irned .igainst ;iIL Grtut numbers perished by 
\h mutual power of desiruciion ; and nothing 
as to be found in every place, but menaces, 
strust, and treachery. Eight thousand, wlio 
ad escaped the general carnage, submitted 
icmselves to the contjueror of Rome ; he ordor- 
1 them to be put into tlie Villa Publica, a large 
ouse in the Campus Martins ; and at the same 
me convoked the senate. There he spoke with 
reat fluency, and in perfect composure, of his 
wn exphats ; while ne had given private di- 
•ctions, that all tliose wretched ca|)tives should 
: slain. The senate, ama/cd at the horrid out- 
ies of the suflerers, at first thought that the 
ty was given up to plunder ; but Sylla, with 
I unembarrassed air, informed them, that it 
as only some criminals y^ho were punished by 
s order, The day after, he proscribed forty 
nators and sixteen hundred knights; and, after 
i intermission ol' two days, forty seuators more, 
1' r .') witli 
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with an iniitiite numba- of the richest citizens 
of Rome- He declareti the chHdfeii and the 
grand-children of the opposite paily tnfmmou^ 
and devested of the rights of freemen. He or* 
datned by a public edict, that those who sa^-ed Or 
harbom^d any of the proscribed should safer in 
their place. He set a price upon the heads af 
such as were thus to be destroyed^ tuo talents 
being the reward promised for every murder, 
Slavesj incited by such off^s, massacred thdr ma- 
sters j iind, whnt was more shocking to huinanirj, 
children, whose hands siill reeked with the blood 
of their parents* came confidently to deniattd 
the wages of parricide 1 

Nor were die enemies of the state the cmljr 
sufferers j Sylla permitted his very soldiers to ns 
verge their private injuries* Riches now became 
dangerous to the possessor, and even the repu- 
tation of fortune was equivalent to guilL The 
brother of Marius felt the conqueror's most "re- 
fined cruelty ! First, he had his eyes plucked out 
deliberately ; then his hands and legs were cut of 
at several times, to lengthen his torments; and ill 
this agonising situation he was left to expire* 
At the detail of such horrors, humanity stckei^ 
and nature revolts ; while piety lifrs up its eyi* 
to Heaven and is ready to ask, why such mm^ 
mities are permitted to disgrace creation- Btt 
tliese barbarities were not conimed to Romes J 
the proscription was extended to many of tU^ 
inhabitants of the cities of Italy; and cvett 
whole toviTLS and districts were ordered to be laud 
desolat^. These were given to his soldiers m 
rewwrds for their fidelity ; who, stiU wanticv 
m o J » excised him to new acts of cruel ty . I n thti 
^ene ralslaughter, Julius Cscsar* who had mattied 
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ma's daughter, eiicaped witli difficulty. Sylla, 

frcver, Wiis prevailed upon to let him live, 

ugh he w^s heard to saVi that there were 

ny Mariuses in Ctcsar. 

These sanguinary and violent measures ^ ^^ 

dd onlf be supported by an increase sq.* 

power* Sylla therefore invested him- 

^ witli the dictatorship ; ami thus unit- ^q^' 

all civil as well as military power in 
own person, he from thence gave an air of jus** 
t to every oppression. The people were too 
ich humbled to attempt curbing his insolence: 
y silently assented to all his claims, however 
»itrary and unjuct. 

rhe government of Rome having now pa:ssed 
ough all the forms of monarchy, aristocracy, 
i democracy, by a natural transition began to 
de into despotism; from which, though it 
ide some faint struggles to be free, yet it never 
er completely extricated itself. Sylla, how- 
jr, to amuse the people with a show of their 
mer government, permitted them to have 
isuls ; but at the same time took care, that 
le but his own creatures should be elected ; 
i that all their power should be entirely de- 
ed from him. 

Among other alterations, he added three 
ndred of the knights to the senate ; and ten 
msand of the slaves belonging to the pro- 
ibed, to the body of the people. To establish 
jse regulations more firmly, he appropriated 
himself the treasures of the public ; and lavish- 

them in widening his dependencies, and 
engthening his interests. Crassus, already 
I richest man in the state, was ever soliciting 
d obtaining an accumulation of his favours. 

Pompey 
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Pompey put away his wife Antisda to oblige 
him, and married Eniilia» the dictator's stqj- 
child- He attempted to exercise the same power 
over Julius Caesar, by obliging him to repudiate 
his wife Cornelia ; but that young Roman pre- 
ferred exile to a complfance, from which he i^- 
solved never to return, till Sylla was no more. 

In this manner he continued to govern with 
capricious tyranny, none daring to resist his 
power ; for if they made the least opposition, 
they were siue to feel his vengeance. What- 
ever he proposed laws, the people assembled, 
not to deliberate upon their fitness ^ but to give 
them che sanction of their consent. They found 
themselves quite ejected from any concern in the 
state J and saw nothing before them» but a pro^ 
spect of hopeless and confirmed slavery. It waf 
at this juncture, however, that, contrary to the 
expectations of all mankind, Sylla laid dovn 
the dictatorship, having held it not quite three 
years. 

It was not without the greatest surprise, iib 
deed, that the people saw this despot, who had 
made himself so many enemies in every part of 
the St lite, quitting a powder he had usurped at m 
much risque ana danger, and reducing himself 
to the rank of a private citizcii : hnt tlicir vi^onJer 
increased, when they heard him ofe'ing to take 
^ ^ his trial before the ]>eople, whom he con* 

7g/ sri luted judges of his conduct- Havinj; 
divested himself in their presence of his 

^■1^, ' (^flice, and dismissed the lictors who 

guarded hinij he continued to walk for 

?;ome time in tlie Fonim, unattended and ;ilone* 

At tlie approach of evening he retired homc- 

■\\^a dii, tlie people following him all the way iti 

a kitid 
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IHilfmiiiiiiilimiiH mixed with awe* 

rMt multitude, which he had so 
and terrifiedy none were found 
;h to reproach or accuse him, ex- 
ing man, who pursued him with 
Ives to his own door. Sylla dis- 
cing to so mean an adversary ; but 
lose who followed, observed, " That 
insolence would, for the future, 
man's laying down an office of such 
hority," 

lilt to explain the motives of Sylla's 
whether they proceeded from vanity, 
lid scheme of policy. Whether, 
d with the usual adulation which he 
m the terror of his power, he was 
s of receiving some for his patriot^ 
;ther, dreading assassination, he was 
isarm vengeance by retiring from 
irs of an envied situation *, How- 
y be, he soon retired into the coun- 
" to enjoy the pleasures of tranquil- 
il happiness, if such a wretch were 
asting either ; but he did not long 
bdication, dyin? of a most filthy dis- 
isome andmortifyingobjecttohuman 
He was the first of his family whose 
tmt ; for having ordered the remains 
o be taken out of his grave and 
the river Anio, he was apprehensive 
; insult upon his own, if left to the 

usurpers who had rendered themselves a kind 
Is, Sylla might po&sibly expect that the people 
ily confer on him as a gift the power he made 
[uishing ; but if this was his aim, he was dis- 

Hicularls. - •^ 

usual 
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that the senate found it nece^ary to send Pom- 
pey their favourite to his assistance, wkh the be^ 
troops of the empire. 

Sertoriost hoinnever, m^ntaiued his gnmmi 
against them bcth< and^ after many cagag^ 
ments, in which he generally came off eqaaV 
and often superior, be ?>egan to meditate the in- 
vasion of Italy* But all his schemes were hafled 
by the treachery of one of his lieiitenaiits» a aaofljl 
Perpenna, vrho had some time before co] 
to him with the shattered remains of L 
army, and was ^ ^^^ ^^ useful as^isOiit 
However a jealousy arisjng between them. Per- 
penna invited him to a sumptuous enter- j^^ 
taiument, where having intoicicated, all ^ 
his attendants, he tell upon Sertorii^ 
and treacherously murdered him^ This stnikt 
of barbarity only served to ruin his poiffi 
which had been entirely supported by the icf& 
tation of the general ; for soon after Pcrpcanii 
being easily overthrown by Pompey, was taken 
prisoners and all the revolted provinces readil| 
submitted*' The conqueror ts celebrated on tbk 
occasion, for an action of great prudence a^ 
generosity, Perpenna^ in hopes of saving his Mbt 
offered to make some imponant discoveriesi 4Bd 
to put into his hands all the papers of SenoniBW 
in which were several letters to and from the 
principal senators of Rome* Pompey, however, 
rejecting his offer, ordered the traitor to be dtv 
patched, and his papers to be burnt witllDSI 
reading them. By these means he eased ibt 
people of their fears, and prevented dioie acts 
of desperation which the consciou$ness of ife 
covered guilt might have occasioned, 

Pompey w^ now the most popular man 



^ 
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i tt seemed as If Fortune had dellght- 
ig him new opportunities of serving 
f* Upon his return, he attacked a 
f of slaves, who had escaped after 
hrovf by Crassus in Italy, and cut 
eces* Thts insurructinn, wliich Pom- 
i/e good ibrtune of thn& terminatingj 
the Servile war, and took its rise from 
liators, who broke from their fencing- 
Capua, and, having drawn a number 
after them, overthrew Glaber the 
10 was sent to suppress them i and 
mccess, tlieir number .won increased 
f t>f forty thousand men. With this 
md headed by Spartacus their general, 
ned a vigorous war of three years, in 
lieart of lialv : they defeated sevei-al 
•rs of consular and prxtorian rank, 
)cgan to talk of attacking Rome, But 
,aving assembled all the forces in the 
' the capitol, drove them before him 
emity of Rhcgium, where, the great- 
ire destroyed ; and among them Spir- 
iting bravely to the last, at the head 
erate forces. It was the remainder of 
led band, that Pompey happened to 
1 in his passage across the Alps home- 
ly as he expressed it to the senate, by 
them, he plucked up the war by the 
us ended the civil wars, which had been 
the ambition of Mariusand Sylla, and 
for a long period, in which it is impos- 
; generous and humane to advocate the. 
ther party, as both were equally cruel, 
nterested, and venal, 
ng this gloomy and distracted interval, 
o » all 
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all the arts of peace had keen cultivatedi an4 
had risen to a very high degree of perfectJOfi. 
Plant us and Terence, it is true, had flouiished 
some time before | but Lucretius, the boast of 
hh age, who exceeds as much in poetnr as he 
falls short in philosophy, adorned ihose ili-feied 
times, and charmed with the harmony of hk 
versification. Learning, howiever, was chiefly 
cultivated amoiig the great ; for luatory had not 
yet sufficiently descended to the meaner raab, 
to give them a relish for inteUectual enjoyments. 
It IS only under easy circumstances thai the ^^ 
6ned pleasures of the Imagination are indulged : 
gross sensuality and oppi^essive indigence sji 
equally inimical to a genuine taste for menial 
delights* 
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I tkt DrntA of Syttft, in t/ti Triumvirate tif 

iiE lurbukrKC of factimi Ik iii;^ uuw uppA* 
rtiUly com|itiJiCtU it Wim hoprJ lJli4i tlw 
monwtMi would have limi- iu ir*jihi» frrmi 
:^]amitu!» it lud Nu*.ianu*J diiHng iht civil 
lictx. But the Kpiih i>f tmitMitnit luiit nnw 
rod mlo tht? fctiiu^ i mij *SylU*» i*intT*jTtt^ 
^ed the po^Mhility of t^ht^iiiiiug ftitvnrtgu 
L* r. Of I ho^i* k'l id i n^ iti et 1 1 w hu i u 1 1 h 1 1 1 ii' t i ■ i J« 
a|x)li;£ed ihc prinripnl fLiviiuv Uilh (i( tUf» 
h* pitiil ihi' j)ni|ih'. l\>fri]uy lUiit t'titnih. 
* tlio inoht ilfusUious. Tlicy wei'^ hoth mu- 
•ors, both doNirous of poweri wnd both mm 
at it by cxtiMuling their poptihiiity. l*oiti- 
howcvor, was without anctjual for milhm y 
iiaiiou; while CraNSUs, ktiowitif^ his inlr- 
ty in this respect, took care to arna«»s wrahh» 
todrvole it to the purposes of ambition, 
ctween tlie.se great rncn, jealoiisirs sonn ato'je, 
were fomentetl by variouM causes. I'hey both 
elly wisheil to undermine each other j neither 
•ed with views of freeing his eountiy fmni 
overgrnwn power of an aspiring cifi/en, 
each with a desire ol estabh»hing iiis own. 
'lie first opporltmity that waw afforded of ihs- 
:ring their nnilual jeah)usy, was upon the 
angling the respective troops witli whl(li 
' had tou<piered. Neither chose to begin ; 
o (» *2 so 
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so that the most fAtal consequences were likdf 

to arise from tlierr suspicious vigilance : butt at 
lengthy Crassus, stiflicg his resentment, resigned 
his command; and the other followed his ex- 
uniplt? immediatelj' after. The next trial be- 
tween them was, who sliould make the greatesi 
sacrifices to obtiiin the f;iVOttr of the peoples 
Criis^us entertained the populace at a thousand 
different tables ; Jistnbuted corn to the famihes 
of the poor, and fed the greatest part of tbe 
citizens for near three inondis* Pompey em^ 
ployed other resources not less effectual ; — he la- 
boured to abrogate the biws made against tbe 
people's authonty by Sylla ; he rcstotied the 
power of judging to the knights, which had 
been formerly g:ranted them by Gracchus ; and 
gjiVL* biick to the tribunes of the people all their 
former privileges* It wns thus tliat each gatft 
his private aims an appearance of patriotism; so 
that what vras in reality ambition in both, as- 
sumed the form of liberality in the one, and of 
a love of freedom in the other* 

How^ever, the aits of Pompej seemed, ttpoit 
this occasion, to give him the superiority. The 
tril^unes, ivho were restored to all their form^ 
dignities, thought they could never sufficient] f 
recompcnce their benefactor j they only w^ted 
for an opportunity of gratifying his highest am- 
bk'on, and ibis soon presented itself, A nun^ 
ber of pi rates » formerly employed by Mithri* 
dates, Jiiid, by the lon^ conunuance of iheir 
success ill plundering all they met, amassed 
i^rcat Aveakh, and coJWted in their body many 
ihous^iad men of several nations* They made 
choice of Cilicia for their principal place of re* 
sort, und, not content with mbbing by lea, ven- 
S *- tured 

I — 



ted cvtn upon conqtietts hf land, ludy n%di 
m net free from thetr depredation »• It wu* 
ir, therdore, rciolvcd tQ punish iheir inj- 
ure by sendin|^ out a fleet capable of utterly 

nihilatmg their power- For this pur- 
le, Gabmtus the tribuiie prderred a ^: P" 
r, that Pompey should be created ad- 
fal with absolute authonty against the ^^ ^ 
•ate* for three years ; that his power ' 
3uld extend over the whole Medkerrane^tn sea 
d Hii €OA^Ut to a certain disitance on land ; 
It he should raise as many soldiers and marl- 
in as he should think expedient ; T^nd that he 
Ottld receive from the public treasury wlmt- 
er turns of money he tliought necessary for 
frying on the war with vij^oiir and succesi.^ 
Iits law, which the lenate vainly attempted to 
pose, conferred on Pompcy a power which 
might h^jve easily convpriHd m the ruin (if his 
untry : but nothing dangerous was to be 
ired from a man wnose actions had hitherto 
ways testified a love of glory rather than of 
►minion. 

Pompey, being thus furnished with absolute 
)wer over the fleet, stationed his licutcir.ints in 
e several bays and harbours of the Mediterra- 
an with so much judgment, that he soon 
reed the enemy from their ports ; while the 
Imiral himself, at the head of the largest squa- 
on of his f^cct, sailed up and down, visiting 
id instructing such as he sent upon duty. By 
cse means, in less than forty days he obliged 
e enemy to take refuge in Cilicia, the only re- 
eat that was left them. There he soon followed 
em, witli sixty of his best ships ; and though 
ey had prepared to give him battle, yet, on 
o o 3 the 
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sight of such a formidable annaineitt» they 

re SLiiick witli terror, and submitted to the 

rcy of Pompey. As dieir numbers amounted 

ab(Ac twenty thousand men, he was unwill- 

g to destroy them; and yet to permit their 

tu riling to their ancient habitations^ was not 

ill*, lie therefore removed them to places fiir- 

;iLT distant from the sea, where he assigned 

hem lands, and tlius added new subjects and 

J(;mini(/ns to the empire of Rome. 

1 l:e success of diis expedition having added 
greatly to Pompey 's fame, the tribunes thought 
it a favourable moment to advance their parti- 
san still higher; wherefore Manlius* one of the 
iiiin.l)Li-, ]} referred a law, that all the armies of 
the (in pi re, the government of Asia, and the 
niaivigcjr.cnt of the war against Mithridates and 
Ti'.'i ancs, should be committed to him alone. A 
]> V er so great and unlimited awakened all tin 
JL-.il: usy of the senate: they considered this » 
IV. thing less tlian proclaiming him sovereign c 
tlie empire, and even tempting him to ensla' 
hi, ciiuniry. The weight of these reasons, an 
s: ill nk.re, the authority of the senate, were abc 
lo [;rep(MK!erate, and the tribunes seemed hi 
tilling whether they should not withdraw tl 
Tr.i.'ii(,?^, wh«.n Marcus TuUius Cicero rose uj 
. niid il-o 1.1 w, and to pay his tribute of 
•jiirnce f.i- tlie virtues ot Pompey. It was 
.ii .1 lime that tliis orator had ever addresse 
.. . .(■nj})ly (,i' the people ; but that eloquence ' 
.'■..i\i' h'fii Miv .'■.lihle then, which to this 
Miiiiniits I" » liirniand improve posterity. 
1 .w in i-o\ ^«.'^^■l.•^.CL' passed with little <v 
;.»•:!; i]-x- Jec.iv' vas conrirmed by all tl 
bunes 1 1 ih.' ji'.ple; and Pompey was 
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ifVfMed with as great power^ as Sylla had 
%i himself into through guilt and crimes. 
?hus appointed to the commasid against Mith- 
iteS) with almost sovereign power, Pompey 
4Bediately departed for Asia, to conduct one 
/themost importantwars that had heen hitherto 
ondertaken by the Romans. . Mithridates was 
not an e£Feminate and a luxurious prince, trem- 
bling at the sound of a name ; but a mighty 
king, undaunted in every stage of his fortune, 
and, like a lion, gainm^ new courage from 
every wound. His dommions were, in fact, 
well situated for supporting a. war against an 
invading enemy. They bordered on the inac- 
cessible mountains of Mount Caucasus, whose 
savage inhabitants he could bring into the field ; 
they extended thence alone the sea of Pontus, 
which he covered with his £ips : besides, he was 
rich, and continually raising new armies among 
the Scythians, a people of invincible bravery. 
The resistance he made against Sylla, and the 
peace which that general forced him to accept, 
have already been recorded : this, however, 
being the effect of compulsion, lasted no longer 
tlian while there were forces strong enough to 
compel him to its observance. Mureaa, whom 
Sylla had left behind, attempting to reduce him 
to obedience, lirst met with disgrace, and, at 
last, a total overthrow. Some time after, 
Mithridates, having procured the alliance of 
Tigranes, king of Armenia, invaded the king- f 
dom of Bithynia, which had been lately be- 1 
queathed to the Romans by Nicomedes, t**'"^ '^ 
of the country. To stop the progress ¥ 
conquests, Lucullus, an experienced 
had been sent from Rome, and, upon hf- 



•res, forced hvm ^ ^^ema. ^ iemande'* 
Shanes. ^^^S^thither al*o, ^^^^^^^ b,d no 

„i Mon-*«^ "Ural di^'l^'''*^! ««it>e ^ *1^ 

^'^ V'*H ^^'-^h ^" ^'TvUd to tbe ^^^- ^S. 
^^i^"^,J was ^^^^^^g^Y^cuUuS^^^ P^'^ioW 
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iilMgefiet antv^ t hnt CW 
hn h:id hiJftiBniinjJfar the hn >enr, wat 
mi tf> dixpUct h>m m his comm^nJ, and 
ually arrived in Asia Tor thrit ptirpii»e< 
qmice it nettnn vr.i^ owing la the mtrigues 
wet LitculHu*!( voldiersi who, hunttt^ 
tetuat r'sitigLU'S* and seduced bj fiieildil* 
, had privatdy M*nc their com^klnts td 

:de Artnf abftndimrd thtiir gc^nr ml ; who 
101 tee, wtUulut indic^nntifn)* Muhrid;ite<i 
all hi& |KiWL<r, ;it^J recoviT the whole 
m of PomiM ; \^'hdc Gbbrio, testifying 
inittinn irt enter tipon a troublesome ivt* 
mtimtcti nil idle j^pectator of his «ucc«)n^f| 
[ijio to stop ^hort in Bithyniiu TIii» mu« 
iptrit in the troops of Liicullust and th© 
clinatinn Glftbrio i^eeTtied to have of en« 
, gave rise lo that gencml desiiT which 
v^U of iippointitig Hompt*y tti ierniiniit« 
ig-pr(Uractcd war. 

re P(^mpey tried the force of his arms, he 
it proper to propose terms of accommo- 
to Mithridates ; but this monarch, having 
respiivd from his great and numerous 
doicrmincd to follow fortune while it 
I propiiiiHis. He had foimd means to 
a very considerable army from the wrecks 
lornjiT power, and meditated pursuing;- 
^mans into- Amienia, where he expected 
off their supplies ; hut being disappointed 
, lie was obliged to fly, having first killed 
h as were not able to accompany him in 
reat: Pon^ipey, however, by great cxer- 
ov( rtook liim before he could have timf^ 
ss the river Euphrates. It was tbg 

mum 



HOME. 

:, but being compelled to en^aeey it is saidf 
the moon shining from behind the Roman 
\ , lengthened their shadows so much» that 
archers of Mithridates shot their arrows at 
,e, mistaking the shadow for the substance. 
tain it is, that theAsiatic soldiers were unable 
0. iilistaiul the force of the European infantry : 
did all that lay in the power of a great and 
ixrienceJ gcnenil, to lead them on to the 
uiv'j^c, and to prevent their terrors; but they 
)uUl not bo brought to endure the shock of the 
.artiy veterans of Pompey. Being thus again 
)verthrown, witli the loss of almost all his forces, 
and Finding himself hemmed in on every side by 
the Romans, he made a desperate effort at the 
head of eight hundred horse, to break through 
tlieni ; and thus effected his escape, though with 
the loss of five hundred of his followers in theat- 
tenipt. He had long been acquainted with dis- 
tress, but his present situation seemed mon 
de]>lorable than ever ; he continued for seven- 
days, sorrowfully wandering through the fores 
til at covered the country, leading his horse 
his hand, and subsisting on whatever fruits 
accidentally found in his way. In this forlorn 
mat ion he met with about three thousand of 
s<)ldiers who had escaped from the general i 
u:i<n\ and by their assistance he was condu< 
to one of the ma^>;a/ines, where he had depo; 
tliose treasures that were intended to suppor 
war. He then dispatched messengers tc 
tV'-nes tor aid ; hut that monarch was too i 
tHL^a'^od in suppressinir a d(micstic rebelli 
be able to send any succours abroad. ) 
pointed iy.x tli:it side, still, however, he 
j^ jiot despair, hut fled to Ct>lchis, a state 
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omerly acknowledeed his power. Being 
jutd thither also by ftmpcy, ne took another 
ay journey, crossed the Araxes, marched 
an danger to danger, through the country of 
e Lazi, and assembling dl the barbarians he 
et with in his way, induced the Scythian 
/inces to declare a^nst Rome. Stedfast in 
ais enmity, he continued his opposition, even 
though he found his own family confederating 
aeainst him. Though betrayed by his son 
Macharis, and his life attempted by Fhamaces, 
yet he still aimed at great designs, and, even in 
the heart of Asia, projected tSe invasion of the 
Roman empire } by marching into Europe, and, 
there being joined by the fierce nations that in- 
habited Germany and Gaul, to cross the Alps 
into Italy, as Annibal had done before him. — 
* But his timid Asiatic soldiers were ill-disposed 
to second the great views of their leader. Upon 
being apprised of his intentions, a mutiny en- 
sued, which was promoted by his unnutui ;il son 
Pharnaces. 

Thus obliged to talce refuge in his palace in 
order to escape the fury of the army, he sent to 
his son for leave to depart, offering the free j^os^ 
session of all that remained of his wretchetl tor- 
tunes, and his title to those dominions «)f which 
he had been deprived by the Romans. "^I'o this 
the wretch made no direct reply ; but turning- to 
the slave that brought him the message, he hade 
him, with a stem countenance, tell his father, 
That death was all that now remained for liim. 
Such a horrid instance of Blial impiety add]^^ 
new poignancy to the unhappy monarch's aiT^ 
tion ; he could not refrain from venting hir 
precations, and from wishing that such an Jf 
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tmal ^child ml^ht one daf meet witJi thr tie 

kLgTatitude from his own cbttdren* Thea kar* 

ing his own apartment, wheti* he liad hbea IW 

some time alone, he catered dtat paiaccilftfij : 

appropriated to his wives, chiUrcn, and 40- 

mestics, where be waraed aU tho*e w prepmn 

for deatht who drd not ehomc to undergo ihe. 

horrors of a Roman capcivit7^» Thcf all 3 

Gonsented to die with their moiiat^ii and 

fully taking the poison, which be Nad tu i g i^ i 

ness, expired before him. As for htmfclf, bif>- 

iBg used his body mueh to antidocis, the pobott 

had but httle eifect, 4'heretspon he attemivai t» 

dispatch himself with his swOrd ; b«t that ab^ 

failings a Gaulish snldier, whose tame was 

Bii^usf performed ihis friendly office* Ttun 

died Mithri dates, betrayed by his son, and for* 

saken by an army that seemed terrified at ihr 

greatness of liis enterimses^ His fortttne wa» 

various, his courage always the same : he hftd 

for twenty-five years opposed Rome; and, 

though he vvas often betrayed bv liis eapfaoif, 

his children* and his wives, yet he continualJ| i 

found resources against his enemies in his 0¥ 

migbty nund, and was fbrmidahk to the 

last. 

Meiuiwhfle, Pampey was diltgendy emf 
In pursiung his advantages oi*er Tigrancs, 
had not only to resist the Romans, but hb owtt 
three sons who had united m rebeUioii «g«aa 
him. Two of these he had the fortune lo 4 W ( tv 
til row, and put to death ; but he was soon alitr 
com pell c?d by Pompey to sarrender* Hh r** 
nKuiiirtg SOD, who had taken j^izge in the Riv 
m;in canip, did aU th^t lay m fail power to i 
^ vem;ire€oncUiatioD£biitPoD9«f«i 
\ 





(T his disobedience, treated the old Mng 

reat humanity, and restored to him the 
it pan of his dommions, only deprivmg 
F his coriquests, and fining him six thou- 
ilents, towards defraying tlie expences of 
Xt His son continuing still averse to a 

and threatening his Father's life, was 
confined by the general's comnumd, and 
;d to deck his triumph, 
ipey now rushed like a torrent, carrying 
ore him ; he marched over the vast moun- 
f Taurus, setting up and deposing kings 

pleasure, Darius, king of Media, and 
;hus, king of Syria, were compelled to 
: to his clemency ; while Phraates^ ting of 
a, was obliged to retire, and send to en- 
, peace. From thence, extending his con- 
over theThuraeans and Arabians, he reduc- 
Syria and Pontus into Roman provinces, 
turning towards Judea, he summoned 
bulus, who had usurped the priesthood 
lis elder brotlier Hyrcanus, to appear be- 
im; but Aristobulus having fortified the 
; of Jerusalem against him, refused to an- 

This venerable place, thus converted 
garrison, being very strong from its situa- 
leld out for three months ; but was at last 

and twelve thousand of its defenders 
Pompey entered this great sanctuary witli 
ure of resolution and fear : he shewed an 
curiosity to enter into the Holy of Holies ; 
he gazed for some time upon those things 

it was unlawful for any but the priests 

jlves to behold. Nevertheless, he shewed 

ch veneration for the place, that he fore- 

Duching any of the vast treasures deposited 

H a there. 
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re. After restoiing Hyrcanus to Ae i 
>d and govertiment, be took Amtobvilii^ 
n, to grace his mumph upon his reCarru 
.umph, which lasted two days* was the 
ilendtd that had ever entered the gaiJ 
j^me ', in it were eit posed the names df ( 
onquered kingdoms, eight hundred cities i 
.wency-nine re-peopled, and a thcmsand « 
orought to acknowledge the empire of fl 
Among the prisoners led in triumph, apf^ 
^he son of Tigiunesi Artstobulus, kis 
Jtid^. ; the sister of Mkhri dates ; logethe* 
the hostages of the Albanians^ Ibertansj aij 
king of Coitiagena. The treasures that 
brought home, amounted to near four mJ 
of our money ; and the tropliies and other i 
dours of the procession were such tliat the 
tators seemed lost in the magnificent prof 
AU these victorlesp however* rather sen 
heighten the glory than to increase the d 
of the power of Ronfie* The common 
was now become too vast to be ruled, ^ 
a perfect unity of action- The freedom ot 
h: bad been founded seemed daily to 
lustre^ and anarchy or despotism altert 
bear sway^ Even while Pompey was ' 
his conque&ts abroad, Rome was at t? 
of ruina from a conspiracy at home* 
J. p This conspiracy was projected 
54_ ' ried on by Sergms Catilme, a 
by btnh, who resolved to huit 
power on the downfal oi his country 
singularly formed, both by art and 
conduct a conspiracy: — possessed 
equal to the most desperate attem 
eloquenct to give g colour to hi 
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tijartamsf profligate in hit maimeri i 
in pursuing his aims^ he was inta- 
er wealth, only with a view to lavish it 
pleasures : in short, as Sallust describes 
was a compound of opposite passions i 
ate to excess, yet patient of laVtur w la 
severe with the virtuous, debauched 
gay ; so that he hud all the vicious for 
Is by incliiiation i and be attached even 
the good, by his specious disphiy of pre- 
rirtue. However, his real character at 
icame conspicuous: he had bt^en n cruised 
ching a vestal virgin ; he Wii« jjiupected 
ering his son, to gratify a crimin;i! pus- 
id It was notoriousi that in thy p rose rip- 
5ylla, he had killed his own Ijrotlicr, to 
5 court to that sanguinary tyrant- 
le being plunged into deht, by hi* cxpen- 
>fligacy, n^'-nlvrd H> ovtrSrutr hrnt^rir 
by any means, however unlawful: his 
1, therefore, was at the consulship, in 

2 hoped to repair his shattered fortune, 
lunder of the provinces ; but in this he 
trated. This disgrace operating upon a 
turally fervid, he instantly entered into 
riatlon with Piso and some others, of 
e fortunes like himself, in which they 
eed to kill the consuls that had been 
losen, with several other senators, and 

3 the government among themselves, 
isigns, however, were discovered before 
re ripe for action, and the senate took 
obviate their effects. Some time after, 
I sued for the consulship, and was again 
nted ; the great Cicero being preferred 
im. Enraged at these repeated mortifi- 

HH 2 cationSf 
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iS, he breathed nothing but revenj 
nished with the means, adequate 
on of his nefarious designs, 
any of those who were engamd 
conspiracy of Piso, still remainin 
is interests, he assembled them, tc 
nber of thirty, and laid before the 
operation. It ^-as resolved among 
general insurrection should be raise 
t Italy, the different parts of whic' 
^ed to the different leaders. Ro: 
5 fired in several places at once ; an 
t the head of an army raised in £t 
n the general confiison, to possess 
he city, and massacre all the senate 
tulus, one of his profligate assistant: 
been praetor or judge in the city, was 
in their general councils : Cethegus, r 
sacriticed the posesssions of great pre 
to the hopes of gratifying his revei 
Cicero, was to direct the massacre 
city ; and Cassias was to conduct the 
it. But the kno^^'n vigilance of Cf 
chief obstacle to their designs, Cati' 
desirous to remove him before he 
upon which, two of the conspirat 
to kill him the next morning in 
pretence of an early visit on b 
meeting, however, was no sooner 
cero had information of all that 
the intrigues of a woman, na 
gained over Curius, her lover, • 
conspirators, to furnish him wit 
their deliberations. Having tr 
cautions to guard himself agair 
^is morning visitors, who wer 



mmtf hi i next care was to fto^tde for tbe 

of the city $ and aMembling the senate, 

ed what was best to be done in this time of 

'. It was first agreed on to offer considerable 

is for further discoveries^ and then to pre* 

or the defence of the state. Catiline^ with 

anted effrontery,. v^ tint lutUlly m the senate, 

iring hi» innocence, M\d oilei iiig u> give any 

rity for hii behaviniH, Tltesi: proFesiMons, 

id with an appareist humility, ^nliicd over 

rty of the Roman srnJitorHi hut Ckero, iu* 

ised at his impudentu^ in^tciul of pursiiuig 

.' business of the day, rose upi ;mU jiddressing 

mscH to Catiline, broke out iiuo £i most severe 

voctive against him. U'lir speech is still re- 

luining, in which, with iill On* Uw of Incensed 

loquence, lie lays oven the whole course of Ca- 

iline's crimes, and the particulars of his present 

m|)eachment. 

VVhen Cicero was seated, Catiline rose in his 
urn, anJ, with well-prepared dissimulation, and 
L d(*jecteii countenance, besought the senate not 
o credit vain reports concenimg him ; nor be- 
ieve that a person of his rank would be guilty 
)f such vile imputations. While he was con- 
inuing his defence, and beginning to intrc^duce 
;ome !x»Hections against the consul, the senate 
etusod to hear him ; whereupon he declared 
iloud, •* That since he u-;is denied the liberty t>f 

• vindicating himself, and driven headlong by 

• his enemies, he >vould extinguish the name 

• that was raised about him, if the con>ev']\:er.ce 

• sliould prx^ve universal ruin." Thus s,iyl:.g, 
10 nishcd out of the assembly, threatcr.ir.g de- 
ar\iciion to all his opposers. As <k k r. ^> he had 
returned to his house, and beg^an lo reneci ob 

H u 3 whx 
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what had passe<l» he perceived it vain to &m 
semble any longer ; wherefore resolving lo cntff 
at once into action, before the commoTiweakh 
was prepared to oppose him, he left Rome by 
night, with a small retinue, to hasten to^^ank ^ 
Etruriaj where Manlius, one of the consptratorst 
was raising an array for hts support. 

Meanwhile, Cicero took proper precautions w> 
secure all the conspirators who remained im 
Rome J and induced the people, by the power of 
his eloquence, to second his desigiis. tentxilav 
CetheguSi Cassius, And several others, were put 
in confinement ; and it was propounded to the 
senate, what course should be taken with tht**, 
prisoners* Capital punishments were rare, ei^* 
cept in civil broils, and even odious in Rome f 
while, on the other hand, tlie crimes of whicb 
they were convicted, required a quick and ex- 
emplary punishment, Sihmas, the ensuing year's 
consul, was of opinion, that they should be put ' 
to death. To this, all who spoke after htm 
readily assented, till it came to Julius C^sai^i 
turn to deliver his opinion. This extraordinary 
man, who was chosen pr^tor for the ensuing 
year, had, from the beginning of his life, chalked 
out a way to universal empire ; and now thought 
that a show of clemency upon this occa^on 
would conciliate the favour of the peoplev It is 
supposed, indeed, by some, that he secretly fa- 
voured the conspiracy, and only waited for.iti 
first successes, to put himself at its head. He, 
therefore, observed, in an elegant iind elaborate 
speech, for of all orators in the commonwealth 
he was inferior to Cicero alone, that those who 
voted for deatJi, were on the merciful side, since 
death was but die rehef of the miserable, and 
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lefl no sense ofj|;0Od or ill beyond it* The 
heinoii&neiis of tilt pr eiC n t crime, ht? nuid, might 
justiify uny seventy j but the eianijile \v.ki ti:ii^ 
fferoiis in a free state, where power sometimes 
happened to tall into bad hands. Tliougb no 
danger could be itpprehcndrd from luch ii con* 
sul as Cicero, yet, in other times, and under 
ether consuhj none could s;tv how fUr jn-stice 
mig^t stop hhon of cruelcy : hi« opinion, there- 
fore, was, that the coiisspfratori sihaiild be 
sentenced to perpetual impriwnment. Caesar's 
speech, delivered wttli all the artM of n complete 
orator^ seemed to make a greut itTipn^s^^idn on 
the assembly : Silanus began lo wuvlt i ;iud even 
the friends of the consul were almost convinced, 
when Porcius Cato, at last, stood up to oppose 
it. No two characters could be more opposite, 
than his and that of the former speaker. Cit-sar 
was merciful, gentle, and insinuating ; Cato se- 
vere, impetuous, and overbearing : Ctesar loved 
his country, in hopes one day to govern it; Cato 
loved it more than other countries, only because 
he thought it more free : the one scrupled no 
means, nowever illicit, to attain his ends ; the 
other laboured but to one end, and by one way, 
to reach the most perfect justice by tlie most 
inflexible virtue. In short, Cxsar was a follower 
ol* Epicurus, and Cato was a rigid stoic. 

He began therefore by describing Cicero as 
he re;dly was; — a man dignified with almost every 
virtue conducive to private happiness, together 
with all the talents that could improve public 
felicity. He proceeded, by expressing his wonder 
how any debate could arise about punishing men 
who had actually commenced war upon their 
country : that he had never pardoned in himself 



elected, * ^S^^ op^rJSf' vTo**^ 
^v^cuon, *»^ ^th rfj^^^ t oy*? 

, he ^* 'f* *f his '""H'S^ffl^ *» 
inteftigen" ff ^He face rf '"* Jiertft"**' 

g^jarded by *"^^„j, dw» l»»"~^ 
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le, vath notliing left Him, bwt either to die or 
inquer, he resolved to make one vigorous effort 
jefore destiny could decide agatinst him, An- 
toninusy the consul, being sick, the cojiiTnand de- 
Yolved upon his Ileutenantt Petreius, ^^'ho after 
a fierce and bloo4y action, in which he lost a 
considerable part of his best troops, killed ^ q 
Catiline and his whole army* which ej. 
fought deq)erately to the last man. ^" u c 
a word, they all fell in the very ranks in ggg* 
which they stood when alive ; and, as if 
inspired with the spirit of their leader, fought 
not so much to conquer, as to sell a bloody 
victory, and to mingle public calamity with their 
private ruin. 

The commonwealth, being thus freed from 
their apprehensions'ofdanger, unanimously con- 
curred in their applauses of Cicero, whose coun- 
sels had been the chief means of preventing the 
total overthrow of the constitution. Pubh'c 
thanks were decreed him by the senate, and, at 
the instance of Cato, he was stvled the Fatlier of 
his country ; the people, with loud acclamations, 
confirmed the justice of the decree*. 

The extinction of this conspiracy, however, 
seemed only to leave an open theatre for the 
ambition of the great men of tlie state to display 
itself in. Pompey was now returned in triumph 
from conquering tlie East, with numerous lau- 
rels added to those he had acquired before. 

• Th*? gbry of Cicero at this moment app^^r^ to have Uen 
at its height. Th^xi^h courage doc» n-ji vccin i:j g»-r;cral to 
lave ix-cn a con»'.itu'.iunal qualify ,n him, t:'j p^.ryjn ever 
could behave with more t«K>lutton during the cxiitcncc of 
this cuntpiracy, whkh required all V'n brilliant powers ir 
fubdu?. 

Eve 
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Every eye was fixed upon himj as liemi: the 

most powerful man in the state^ and capable of 
governing it at his pleasure. His success in war 
had procured him the surname of Great * and he 
was still more pleased with the title than the 
consciousness of deserving ft* This was the post 
his ambition aimed at ; he seemed more de- 
sirous of being the leader than the ruler of his 
country ; of being applauded than obeyed. He 
had it often in his power to make himself master 
of the state by force ; but he eitlier declined the 
risque, or lived in perpetual expectation of re- 
ceiving as a gift, what he did not choose to ejt- 
tort by violence- 

His first object upon his return, was, to direct 
the election of both the consuls^ by whose help 
he hoped he should readily obtain the ratifica- 
tion of all that he had done in Asia; together 
with a distribution of lands to his soldiers, from 
the countries they had conquered. Howevert 
he wa.'i disappointed in both these eipectationSt 
though certainly not unreasonable. The senate, 
who began to see and dread his power, were de- 
sirous of lessening it hy every opposition- The 
consuls likewise opposed htm upon all occasionsi 
and were seconded by all those who were not 
the avowed instruments of his party. The tri- 
bune* r lav ins, who vi-as the promoter of the 
propo^ied law, impatient of the delay, and ani-* 
mittod by Pr>mpey's power, had the hardiness to 
comniit Metellus the consul to prison ; and when 
all tliL* senate followed and resolved to go to 
prison ^^ith him, the tribune placed his chair 
agiiins: the door, to prevent them. This violence^ 
however, gave such oiFence to the people, th:it 
Jpmpey found it advisable to draw off the tn- 



bufte*, and rdeasc the comuU Such imcipccted 
oppo^sition in the sointe convinced Inm that his 
own mu^TV!%X ulrme would not he siufficirnt to nil* 
the ct>mmoimT«hhp "without including minm of th« 
most powerful men of iht- stutej not un purtnt^rft to 
divide hiM powfr, init au insmimemji to iiiL%]%i it. 
CraHsusi the richest nifin in Rome, waiii next 
to UompeY, pmscMicd of the grew tt'j^t a^ithnrity ; 
hh pHity in the tenntu was even stroogtjr than 
thitn that ot' his rivah iind the envy rjiiNeJ against 
htJti %va!* leis^ He and Pomiwy had been hmg 
diiunited by an oppouiti^m of imere*itt, and of 
thtnutcrii ; however, it was from a continuance 
of thdr mutiitil jealousies that the st^tc I'oiiIJ 
expect it?i fuhire ^safety* It waii in this situ. it if at 
of things, tliat Juhus Caesar, who had hitely gone 
prrctor into Spain, and had returned with )>ro;it 
riches and glory, resolved to convert the two 
rivals to his own advantage. This celebrated 
man was nephew to Marias, by the female line, 
and descended from one of the most illustrious 
families in Rome: he had already mounicd to 
eminence by the regular gradations of olllce ; 
having been qunrstor, auiile, and grand jkhuIII, 
and pra'tor in Spain. Being descended irom 
popular ancestors, he warmly espoused the side 
ol" ilie j)e()ple, and sliortly after the death of 
Sylla procured those whom he had bauished to 
he recalled. He had constantly declared lor the 
populace against the senate, and consecpiently 
became their favourite magistrate. His services 
in Spain liad deserved a triumph, and his am- 
bition aspired to the consulship. However, it 
was contrary to law for him to enjoy both ; lor 
to obtain the consulship, he must con^e into the 
city, and by entering tne city, he was disquali- 
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fcired solid power to empty parade, and deter- 
mined to stand for the consulship ; at the s;ime 
time, resolving to attach the two most powerful 
men in the state to him, by effecting their re- 
conciliation. He accordingly began by offering 
his services to Pompey, promising to use his in- 
fluence in favour of the objects he wished to ac- 
complish, notwithstanding the senate's oppo- 
sition. Pompey, pleased with the acquisition of 
a person of so much merit, readily granted him 
his confidence and protection. He next applied 
to Crassus, who, from former connections, was 
disposed to join in the closest bonds of amity : 
at length, finding neither averse to an union of 
interests, he took an opportunity of bringing them 
together ; and, remonstrating to tliem on uie ad- 
vantai^e, as well as the necessity, of a recon- 
ciliation, had art enough to persuade them to 
forgot past animosities. A combination was 
^ ^ thus formed, by which they agreed, that 

^0^ nothing should be done in the common- 
^ wealth, but what received their mutual 

^^^^' concuiTcnce and approbation. This ob- 
tained the appellation of the First Tri- 
umvirate, by which the constitution was sub- 
jected to a new interest, very different from that 
oi' tlie senate or the people, and yet dependent on 
hotli. A power like this, however, as it depended 
ujKui the nice equilibrium of jarring elements, 
could mil he of long continuance; and, in tact, 
it oi.ly paved the way to that military despotism, 
\\ li\ h >vHMi usurped every function of govem- 
Tik'n:, i.nd destroyed even the shadow of Roman 
lil)i'U\. Tliis, indeed, constitutes a memorable 
t pi nil ill the history of Rome; and forms a n*i- 
liual aivi.>.i()n of our subject. 

END OF THE FlUST VOLUMli. 'i 
T. Pavifcun, Whitc-frLrs. " V* 
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